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This booklet, first published in 1990, is simply the compilation of a
number of articles by Brother C. Parker Thomas in the Midnight Cry
Messenger from 1973 to 1980. When the first article was published,
Brother Thomas made this comment in his Editor’s Letter: “I trust and
pray that our article on the subject of sex inthisedition of the paper will be
prayerfully considered by all who read it. It is my conviction that it will
bring deliverance to many who have various mental hang-ups due to the
traditional hush-hush attitude toward sex.”

Whoisbetter qualified to instruct usin the matter of sex and marriage
than the God who created sex and instituted marriage? In Psalm 119:130
we are told: “The entrance of thy words giveth light; it giveth
understanding unto the simple.”

Thereader of these articleswill find very helpful teaching concerning
the subjects dealt with, and will be blessed in the knowledge that the
teaching honors the Word of God. Ignorance and misinformation which
prevail in our day will be dispelled and corrected. This booklet is
published with prayer that its readers will find in its pages truth that sets
them free.

Thereader isalsoinvited to receive the Midnight Cry Messenger, free
and post paid. Simply writeto request it or to receive samples. At present
we publish this tabloid paper four times per year.
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Chapter 1

SEX

Genesis 1:26-28. “And God said, L et usmake man in our image, after
our likeness: and | et them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over
the fowl of the air, and over cattle, and over all the earth, and over every
creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. So God created man in his
own image, in the image of God created he him; male and femal e created
hethem. And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and
multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over
thefish of the sea, and over thefowl of the air, and over every living thing
that moveth upon the earth.”

Much is being said, written and taught on the subject of sex today.
Although sex has always been one of man’s most intriguing subjects, it
has never been so widely and openly discussed as it is today. Tens of
thousands of books and articles have been written on the subject inthelast
few years. Psychologists, doctors, marriage counsellors, ministers,
educators, psychiatrists and even the schools are openly teaching and
discussing the subject of sex. We might say weareinthethroesof asexual
revolution.

This interest and open discussion of sex is not simply because our
generation is more enlightened and sophisticated than our grandfathers
and grandmothers were. It is the inevitable result of the aimost constant
exposure of the minds of the last two generations to sex through the
movies, TV and various forms of literature. The glorification and
exploitation of sex through these means has made this generation the most
sex conscious of any that ever lived.

Beyond doubt much of the inhibitions, fears and taboos caused by
ignorance and traditional attitudes needsto be dealt with—not necessarily
by the many sex experts, some no doubt which are good and some which
are bad — but by inspired truth which alone can set men free.

Truth that sets man free also reaches into the institutions of marriage
and sex. Man’ sgreed, prejudice, hatred, bigotry and fear are caused by his
benighted lack of truth. What we believe and think influences all areas of
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Chapter 1

human lifeand conduct. Thisisalso true of sex, asubject that isstill taboo
in some of our society today.

| do not believe God has left usin the dark on thisimportant subject.
Since God made sex in the beginning, when he created man, he certainly
intendsfor usto know something about it. Although we cannot ignore nor
discredit the true findings of science, | believe the Bible must forever be
our basic source of information. True science will not conflict with the
Word of God. With al of the interest and discussion of sex it certainly
seems timely and appropriate that we examine the subject in the light of
the scriptures.

ONE IN THE BEGINNING

Whenmanisreferredtoinagenera senseintheBibleit hasreference
to mankind as awhole. This, of course, includes male and female. When
theLord said, “...Let us make man in our image, after our likeness;...” he
meant all the masculine and feminine qualities that distinguish the male
from the female. These qualities are as much mental or spiritual in nature
asthey are physical. We are proneto consider or think of them morefrom
the standpoint of the physical thanwe arethe spiritual. Thisisbecausewe
are so carnal. Although there is the physical difference, | believe the
spiritual aspect isjust asimportant and must not be overlooked.

The qualities of masculinity and femininity came from God and
reposed in the single entity of man when hewas created. Genesis5:2 says
“Male and female created he them; and blessed them, and called their
name Adam (singular), in the day when they were created”.

It isevident that Adam was alone when he was created and placed in
the garden of Eden. Genesis 1.7-25. Although the qualities of masculinity
and femininity resided in Adam there was a loneliness that could not be
filled until Eve was separated from Adam and made into adistinct entity,
which he called woman.

“AndtheLord God said, it ishot good that the man should be alone; |
will make him an help meet for him”: Genesis 2:18.

Genesis 2:21-24 says, “ And the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall
upon Adam, and he slept: and he took one of hisribs, and closed up the
flesh instead thereof; And the rib, which the Lord God had taken from
man, made he a woman, and brought her unto the man. And Adam said,
Thisis now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh: she shall be called
Woman, because she was taken out of Man. Therefore shall aman leave
hisfather and his mother, and shall cleave unto hiswife; and they shall be
one flesh.”

It is most significant that the relationship of Christ to the Church is
foreshadowed here with this very scripture being quoted by Paul in
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reference to Christ and the Church. Ephesians 5:30-32. “For we are
members of hisbody, of hisflesh, and of hisbones. For this cause shall a
man leave his father and mother, and shall be joined unto his wife, and
they two shall beoneflesh. Thisisagreat mystery: but | speak concerning
Christ and the Church.”

Asthe woman was one with and in man in the beginning, Christ was
one with and in God back in eternity. The separation of Eve from Adam
was atype of Christ’s separation from God, the Father. Thiswas also the
means of Christ becoming adistinct entity in himself. Although God, the
Father and his Son, Jesus Christ, are two distinct entities they areonein
spiritual substance with God, the Father, as the head of Christ the Son.
This is also true of Christ and the Church and man and woman. | Cor.
11:3-9. Col 1:18.

By nature the man and woman are incomplete without each other.
Since masculinity and femininity were both in Adam in the beginning,
man and woman are incompl ete without each other.

The masculinity in the man wants to shelter, protect and love the
woman, the weaker vessel. Ordinarily the woman doesn’'t have the large
frame, muscles and even hairy body and face of the man. Aside from the
sex organs, the woman has breasts which distinguishes her from the man
and also enables her to nurse the infant.

The femininity of the woman likewise desiresthe love, shelter and
protection of the man. Though all this difference is a factor the great
physical difference in man and woman is sex.

This is also the greatest factor or power that draws them together.
Eliminate sex and you would eliminate marriagein the normal sense. This
is why a normal man or woman desires a mate from the opposite sex.
Normal human beings have no desire for a member of their own sex.
Homosexuality or sexual perversion of any kind isnot normal. According
to Romans 1:21-28, it is the result of mankind being given over to a
reprobate mind.

Although the man’ s and woman'’ s bodies are different in many ways,
femininity or masculinity without sex would not draw them together. Y ou
find somemen who are delicate and femininein appearance and ways, but
you won't find a real normal man that wants to marry him just to love,
shelter and protect him because of those qualities. Neither will you find a
normal woman desiring one of these masculine type women. The very
thought of such athing is repulsive to a normal man or woman.

THE POWER OF SEX

Although there are other factors that serve to draw men and women
together such as religion, culture, professions, hobbies, and other
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common interests, the greatest factor of all isthe power of sex. Eliminate
sex and you would eliminate marriage. It is because of this distinct
difference in man and woman that God has ordained a place for each one
in their relationship to each other. | Cor.11:3. | Peter 3:7. Thisis also the
reason for God-ordained decrees concerning hair and dress. | Cor.
11:14-15. Deut. 22:5. Differencein dress and length of hair isto enhance
the differencein male and female. God intendsfor the man and woman to
honor and respect this distinction, which he their creator has subjected
them to. Submission to divine order is submission to God.

NATURAL AND NORMAL

The attraction of male and femal e to each other isnatural and normal.
Assurely asit is natural and normal for animals to mate and reproduce
after reaching sexual maturity it is also for mankind.

Thepower of sex will overruleall barriersinitsquest for gratification.
Social, religious and national barriers are constantly swept aside by the
power of sex. A fitting example of thisis the marriage of service men to
foreign women during their tour of duty overseas.

Some American girlsasked some GI’ swhat the Vietnamese girls had
that they didn’t have. Their reply was, “nothing, they were there and you
were here”. The Vietnamese girls were available and the American girls
were not.

SEX ALONE

Beyond doubt sex alone is the great factor in most marriages. Time
and again | have observed young men and women reject the offer of
marriage to a good, clean moral person and marry some unsavory
character, who would in the end make their life miserable. The usua
reason for thisisthat they find the shoddy character more attractive. This
attraction is usually sex appeal. It is not uncommon for such marital
ventures to start out with the couple supposedly madly in love and end
after afew monthsin hatred and bitterness.

Because of the power of sex we have always had some men who were
Casanovas and some women who were vamps. They learned how to
employ the power of sex to beguile and seduce. Demons are also actively
engaged in prodding men and women into wrong marriagesandillicit sex.
The normal sex drive is powerful enough without the aid of a demon. Il
Timothy 2:22.

MARRIAGE

Thereisat work intheworldtoday acal culated design to stimul ate sex
in man and destroy all honor and respect for marriage and sex in the
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normal sense. Thisisthereason for aspirit of sexual permissiveness and
perversion such as the world has never witnessed before. It is part of the
great satanic conspiracy to defy God and destroy mankind.

Sex without honor, respect and love is base and animalistic. Because
man iscreated in theimage of God he must have morethan just temporary
sexual release. There must be mental and above all things spiritual
compatibility. Sex without theseingredientsisnever really satisfying and
complete.

Not only must the body be satisfied but man’s spirit (intellect,
knowledge and conscience) is very much involved. These too must be
satisfied in sexual union. Psychiatrists, marriage counsellors and all
knowledgeabl e people recognize the need for compatibility in marriage.
The basisfor true compatibility goesbeyond natural, earthly things such
asfriends, professions, education, children and other common interests. |
might add that oneness in Christ and spiritual things is even more
necessary.

With our society more materialistic today than ever before, theworld
systemis programmed to meet the needs of the natural man, consequently
there is little room for Christ and spiritual things. Thisis another reason
for the continued increase in the divorce rate, sexual infidelity and
perversion.

Marriage is God's first institution for the well being of man. In the
very beginning after God had created Adam he saw that it wasnot good for
the man to be alone. Gen. 2:18.

From the scriptural account of earth’ sfirst marriage (Gen. 2:21-24) it
is evident that marriage is indeed a holy institution originating in the
wisdom and goodness of God. It isdesigned to promote human happiness
and holiness before God and man. It is the foundation of home life and
social order.

Sanctioned and honored by the presence of Jesus at the marriage in
Canaof Galileg, it isdeclared by the Apostle Paul to be honorablein all.
Hebrews 13:4. Being atype of our eternal union to Christ, God intended
for marriage to be permanent.

Although God commanded Moses, under the law, to grant a bill of
divorcement to irreconcilable couples it was not so in the beginning.
Because they were despising God’ s law in breaking their marriage vows
by separation and cohabitation with others, God decreed divorce. This
was hot God’s best for them but it served to make their separation legal
and preserve some degree of sanctity to the institution of marriage.
Matthew 19: 3-9. Deut. 24: 1-4.

Sex outside of marriage is morally wrong and can only lead to shame
and heartbreak. It iswrong becauseit istransgression of God’slaw. Heb.
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13:4. 1t iswrong because so many lives are involved; mothers, fathers,
sons, daughters, wives, husbands, and illegitimate children, all have to
bear the reproach of illicit sex.

SEX IS GOOD

However initsproper place, sex isgood becauseit was created by God
for agood purpose. Only in the corrupted thinking of man’s mind is sex
evil. Thefact that sex isoften associated with evil and Satan has perverted
sexual behavior in somedoesnot mean that sex isevil initself. In addition
to being the means of reproduction in the earth, sex servesto bring man
and woman together into earth’ s most sacred and satisfying relationship.
So much so that the scriptures use the marriage union as atype of Christ
and the Church. Ephesians 5: 25-32. “ Husbands, love your wives, even as
Christ aso loved the church, and gave himself for it; That he might
sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word. That he
might present it to himself aglorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle,
or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish. So ought
men to lovetheir wivesastheir own bodies. Hethat loveth hiswifeloveth
himself. For no man ever yet hated his own flesh; but nourisheth and
cherishethit, even asthe L ord the church; For weare membersof hisbody,
of hisflesh, and of hisbones. For thiscause shall aman leavehisfather and
mother, and shall be joined unto hiswife, and they two shall be one flesh.
Thisisagreat mystery: but | speak concerning Christ and the Church.”

Although sex is God’ s means of natural reproduction and many look
upon it as serving only that purpose such is not the case. In Paul’s
treatment of the subject in| Corinthians 7, the primary reason given by the
Apostle for marriage is sexua gratification. Although some desire
children, they are, for themost part, the natural result of sexual union, inor
out of wedlock.

NOT EVIL OR NASTY

Aslong as we think of sex as something nasty and immoral we will
never be able to fully appreciate the pleasure and delight God has
bestowed upon us through the enjoyment of each other’s body.

The only thing nasty about sex is when we do not keep our bodies
clean. And of courseillicit sex without the honor and respect of marriage
is morally and spiritually defiling. It is also a notable fact that most
venereal diseases are transmitted through illicit sex.

When we despise God’s law we must suffer the consequence. Sin
leadsto sickness and sickness|eads to death. Thisisjust astrue of sexual
immorality asitisof murder. Galatians 6:7-8 says, “Be not deceived; God
isnot mocked; for whatsoever aman soweth, that shall healsoreap. For he
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that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that
soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting.” Hebrews 13:4
says, “Marriage is honourable in all, and the bed undefiled: but
whoremongers and adulterers God will judge.”

SEX TO BE SHARED

Sex like every good thing that God has created isto shared. If thereis
no mutual enjoyment of sex amarriageisnot complete. Thetruthislack of
enjoyment and response often becomes a deterrent to a successful
marriage. Failure in this area leads to frustration and beyond doubt has
been the cause of separation and divorce. Thisiswhy Paul said, “Let the
husband render unto the wife due benevolence: and likewise also thewife
unto the husband. The wife hath not power of her own body, but the
husband; and likewise also the husband hath not power of his own body
but the wife. Defraud ye not one the other, except it be with consent for a
time, that yemay giveyourselvesto fasting and prayer; and come together
again, that Satan tempt you not for your incontinency.” | Cor. 7:3-5.

According to thisteaching the husband or wifeisguilty of defrauding
their marriage partner if they withhold the right to each other’s body. It
actually teaches that the husband or wife has the exclusive right or
authority over the other’'s body in the matter of sex. Only by mutual
consent are they to abstain for awhile that they might give themselvesto
fasting and prayer. Then they are exhorted to come together again lest
Satan tempt them for their incontinency.

Lack of gratification of the sexual appetite can lead to temptation by
Satan and sexual infidelity. Thisisaso why Paul tells the unmarried and
thewidowsto marry if they can’t contain. It is better to marry thanitisto
burn with desire. Verses 8 and 9.

SEX RELATIONSHIP

Most intimate of all human relations, sexual intercourse should be a
sacred tender experience not to be shared with anyone but your beloved. It
istheintimate climax of two peoplein love. The voice of the bridegroom
(Christ) to his bride (the Church) expresses this sacred and tender
relationship in Song of Solomon 7:6-9. “How fair and how pleasant art
thou, O love, for delights! Thisthy statureisliketo apalmtree, | will take
hold of the boughs thereof: now also thy breasts shall be as clusters of the
vine, and the smell of thy noselike apples; And the roof of thy mouth like
the best winefor my beloved, that goeth down sweetly, causing thelips of
those that are asleep to speak.”

In verses 10-13, the bride answers the bridegroom in equally tender
tones. “1 am my beloved' sand hisdesireistoward me. Come, my beloved,
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let usgoforthinto thefield; let uslodgein thevillages. Let usget up early
to the vineyards; let us see if the vine flourish, whether the tender grape
appear, and the pomegranates bud forth: there will | give thee my loves.
The mandrakes give asmell, and at our gates are all manner of pleasant
fruits, new and old, which | havelaid up for thee, my beloved.”

Foreshadowed herein symbolic language isthe divine love of Christ
for hisbride, the Church. Theintimate sexual rel ationship of two peoplein
loveis atype of thislove. As such intimate expression of physical love
leads to reproduction (children) the Church also brings forth when she
spends much time in intimate spiritual union with Christ.

As proper attitude is necessary when we approach Christ through
prayer, praise and thanksgiving, so is a proper attitude necessary in this
most tender and sacred of all human relationships. It must not be
cheapened by lack of consideration or coarse vulgar action. True love
built upon mutual honor and respect for each other isamust. Affectionate
concern for each other that their desire might be gratified will result in
careful preparation for the marriage bed.

PREPARATION

Before man can be united to Christ there has to be spiritua
preparation. The ministry of John the Baptist was to prepare the people
and get them ready for Christ. Matt. 3:1-12. Thisspiritual preparation that
precedes the union of Christ and his body, the Church, typifies the
physical and mental preparation necessary before man and woman come
together in marriage and sexual union.

Jesus exhorted those that would follow him to count the cost before
they started. Matt. 8:19-22. Luke 14.:25-33. The purpose of such teaching
by the Lord was to eliminate the superficial believer and prepare the
genuine seeker of God for union with Christ. Lack of such teaching has
filled much of the professing Church with unbelievers.

In the same manner lack of teaching and consequent preparation has
been the cause of much marital failure. There must be a preparation of
minds and hearts as well as bodies before a couple can have a successful
marriage. This has always been so especially in this hour of sexual
infidelity and permissiveness. The lack of a good home life and proper
environment has spawned a generation that is not prepared for marriage.
Not only must there be preparation for marriage in general but there must
be continual preparation for the marriage bed when couplescometogether
in sexual union.
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CLEANLINESS

Husbands and wives should be very considerate of each other in the
matter of physical cleanliness and appearance. Even as the Church, the
bride of Christ, will be her loveliest at the time of her presentation to her
perfect bridegroom, so should husband and wife desire to be their best
when they come together. Rev. 19:7-8. Eph. 5:25-27.

Beyond doubt carel essnessin these mattershas dampened the ardor of
somemarriagesandinfact it hasbeenthebeginning of theend for many.

Asthe priests washed their bodies and anointed themselves with the
holy anointing oil before coming before the Lord (Exodus 29 & 30) man
and wife should be clean and physically attractive when they come
together. By thisact of consideration they are setting themselves apart for
each other. This not only makes them more desirable physically, but
showshonor and respect that further enhancestheir delight in each other.

Needless to say persona cleanliness includes bathing, careful
brushing of theteeth, liberal use of mouth wash and abreath sweetener, if
necessary. Appropriate dress, grooming of the hair and modest use of
lotion and perfume also make the marriage bed more attractive.

The woman, which isatype of the Church, isnot usually as sexually
aggressive as the man. Being the weaker vessel (I Peter 3:7) sheis more
timid and fearful than theman. Consequently sheismoresubject to mental
hang-ups that hinder and keep her from vyielding herself in sexual
intercourse. Fear of others hearing or knowing, pregnancy and fear of
failure itself can make awoman frigid and unabl e to respond.

For this reason the man, which isatype of Christ, must patiently and
affectionately prepare hiswife for sexual union. Asthe Lord through the
word and operation of the Holy Spirit inspires faith in the Church, the
husband through love and tender masculine assuranceinspiresfaithin his
wife for sexual intercourse.

A woman not only wants to be loved, she must be shown that lovein
tender endearments. This along with proper physical caressing prepares
her both mentally and physically for sexual union. Sincethewifeismore
timid and frigid by nature, the husband must patiently wait on her. Even as
the Lord is patient while working with us and preparing us for spiritual
response to him, the husband must be patient while preparing hiswife for
sexual response.

Since the woman'’s vagina is delicate and sensitive, the husband
should be very careful not to hurt her. Thisis especially necessary until
they get adjusted to each other. Even after adjustment and sexual rapport
has been achieved the husband should be tender and considerate during
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the sex act. Ephesians 5:25 says, “Husbands love your wives, even as
Christ also loved the Church, and gave himself for it.”

Thiscommand to love our wivesis something we haveto do by word,
action and deed. It isnot just afeeling we try to conjure up toward them.
We might not alwaysfeel love and affection toward them and have to do
these things by faith. Aswe practice love and consideration the Lord will
take care of the feeling.

DELIGHT IN EACH OTHER

Husband and wife should delight in each other in the sexual union as
well as in other things. This delight should be expressed to each other
before, during and after sexual intercourse. Our mindsand mental attitude
make all the difference in the world as to how much we enjoy ourselves.
Our expressed enjoyment and delight also has apositive effect in helping
our wife or husband enjoy themselves.

| believethe sexual climax, whichisearth’ sgreatest physical ecstasy,
isatype of spiritual ecstasy experienced by believers when their cup of
spiritual joy runs over. When their cup runs over they give vent to their
feelings unashamedly.

Neither do we mind expressing ourselves in regard to good food or
other earthly pleasures, why not sex?

Notice how the bridegroom delightsin his bride in Song of Solomon
4.:1-10. Behold, thou art fair, my love: behold, thou are fair; thou hast
doves eyes within thy locks; thy hair is as aflock of goats, that appear
frommount Gilead. Thy teeth arelike aflock of sheep that are even shorn,
which came up from the washing; whereof every one bear twins, and none
isbarren among them. Thy lipsarelike athread of scarlet, and thy speech
iscomely: thy temples are like apiece of apomegranate within thy locks.
Thy neckislikethetower of David builded for an armoury, whereon there
hang athousand bucklers, all shields of mighty men. Thy two breasts are
like two young roes that are twins, which feed among thelilies. Until the
day break, and the shadows flee away, | will get me to the mountain of
myrrh, andto thehill of frankincense. Thou art all fair, my love; thereisno
spot in thee. Come with me from Lebanon, my spouse, with me from
L ebanon: look from thetop of Amana, from thetop of Shenir and Hermon,
from the lions' dens, from the mountains of the leopards. Thou hast
ravished my heart, my sister, my spouse; thou hast ravished my heart with
one of thine eyes, with one chain of thy neck. How fair is thy love, my
sister, my spouse! how much better isthy lovethan wine! and the smell of
thine ointments than all spices!”

Sex in sanctification is nothing to be ashamed of. We can actually
thank God for this provision of grace. In fact | have known of couples
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being overcome with the presence of the Lord during the sex act and burst
out in praise to God for his goodness to them.
Only the prudish and unenlightened take a negative attitude in

thinking of sex as something to be enjoyed in the dark but looked upon as
evil when it islight.
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CHOOSING A MATE

Choosing amateis one of life's most important decisions. Although
man still suffersfrom hardnessof heart resulting in separation and divorce
it should not be so. God intended for marriage to be permanent becauseit
isatype of our eternal union to Christ. For thisreason enlightened people
should be careful and deliberate in choosing a lifetime mate. Christians
should prayerfully choosetheir matesinthefear of God and thelight of the
holy scriptures.

Although our desire here is to deal with our subject from the
standpoint of the scriptures, | believe every reader will find helpful
information in their quest for truth. Some of the subject matter though not
necessarily spelled out in the scriptures will be found to contain sound
basic wisdom profitable to all who desire success in marriage.

HOW TO CHOOSE A MATE

First we need to realize that marriage is a union of two people. This
union is not just physical but also spiritual and mental. In order for two
lives to be fused into one there have to be plus factors or compatible
gualities to effect such a union.

Although sex isvitally important in marriage it takes more than just
sex for marriage to succeed. Too many marriages are the result of
romantic delusion motivated by desire for the opposite sex, while the
participants are ignorant of or blindly ignore many important factors. In
addition to a harmonious sex life there must be enough plus factors that
result in compatibility. Without compatibility it is most difficult for
marriage to succeed in today’ s world.

The Bible teaches that the two shall become one flesh and he that is
joined unto the Lord is one spirit. | Cor. 6:16-17. Just going before a
minister or public official and making marriage vows does not make two
people one. Even when there is reasonable compatibility there is still a
great need for adjustment by both parties. It takes an understanding and
condescending spirit for this adjustment to be effected. Paul said those
who marry would have trouble in the flesh. | Cor. 7:28.
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There are no two people exactly alike. Although their personalities
may besimilar they arestill two unique and different human beings. Itisat
these points of differencethat friction begins. Thisiswhere the oil of the
Holy Spirit enables a couple to work out their differences and truly
become one.

MOST BASIC NEED

For thisreason thefirst great basic need for al who desire marriageis
to be a truly born again Christian. | emphasize “born again Christian”
because there are so many church members that are mere professing
Christians. Of al the virtues that are needed for a couple to make a go of
marriage in today’s world, the grace of God through union with Jesus
Christ isthe greatest.

Until God hasgiven usanew heart, our willsare hard and unyielding.
This is the hardness of heart that Jesus spoke of that made divorce a
necessity to beginwith. Matt. 19:8. Thisnew heart, resulting from the new
birth, is beautifully described in Ezekiel 36:26. “A new heart also will |
give you, and anew spirit will | put within you: and | will take away the
stony heart out of your flesh, and | will give you an heart of flesh.”

UNEQUAL YOKE

TheBiblestrictly forbidsthe marriage of aChristianto an unbeliever.
This also includes marriage to a professing Christian that has not been
bornagain. Inspiteof hisor her professionthey arestill anunbeliever until
they truly believe in Christ and experience the new birth. |11 Corinthians
6:14 says, “Beyenot unegual ly yoked together with unbelievers: for what
fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what
communion hath light with darkness?’ Read also | Corinthians 6:15-17
and | Corinthians 7:39.

OLD TESTAMENT TYPE

Thistruthisalso borne out in type and shadow in the Old Testament.
Abraham’s choice of awifefor Isaac is agood example. “And Abraham
said unto hiseldest servant of hishousethat ruled over all that he had, Put,
| pray thee, thy hand under my thigh: And | will make thee swear by the
Lord, the God of heaven, and the God of the earth, that thou shalt not takea
wifeuntomy son of the daughtersof the Canaanites, amongwhom | dwell:
But thou shalt go unto my country, and to my kindred, and takeawifeunto
my son Isaac.” Genesis 24:2-4.

The daughters of the Canaanites among whom Abraham dwelled at
that time are atype of the unbeliever. Their ways, culture, nationality and
religion were different from Abraham’s. A daughter from among his
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kindredisatypeof thetruebeliever. Thisiswhy Abraham strictly forbade
his servant, a type of the Holy Spirit, to take a wife from among the
Canaanites. Thissame principleisrepeated inthelives of Esau and Jacob.
Genesis 28:1-9.

Thefact that aspiritual relationship isfirst necessary isconfirmed by
the bridegroom in speaking to his bride in Song of Solomon 4:10. “How
fair isthy love, my sister, my spouse! how much better is thy love than
wine! and the smell of thine ointments than all spices!” Hefirst calls her
his sister then his spouse. Thisis also repeated in Chapter 5, verse 1.

NEW TESTAMENT CONFIRMS

The Apostle Paul likewise confirms this principle in the New
Testament. “Have we not power to lead about a sister, awife, aswell as
other apostles, and asthe brethren of the Lord, and Cephas?’ | Cor. 9:5. It
will be noted again that the relationship as sister (spiritual) is placed
before the relationship as wife.

The consequence of yoking up with strange flesh or marrying an
unbeliever isvividly brought out in the life of Solomon. | Kings11:1-11.
Asin Solomon’s case we are subject to the influence of those we yoke up
with. We are prone to take on their ways, their habits, and their beliefs.

People who are instructed in the Word of God are either deceived or
overcome by their lusts when they ignore the plain teachings of God's
Word and marry an unbeliever.

Those with an unsavory past such as drinking, gambling, sexual
immorality, dope addiction and perhaps several broken marriages are
always avery poor risk for marriage. We know that when a sinner comes
to the Lord and is truly born again, he is a new creature, old things are
passed away and all thingsbecomenew. I Corinthians5:17. Because God
can miraculously changealife, | would not rule out marriage for aperson
with such a past. However, | would certainly take along prayerful look
before taking such a step in spite of the fact the person might show strong
evidence of being a Christian.

Strange as it may seem such people as described above often have a
strong appeal to the opposite sex. Many morally clean girls and young
men have made shipwreck of their lives because they blindly entered into
marriage with such people. Often times such people temporarily reform
and sincerely promise to live a different life. But reformation is not
regeneration. | have personally observed thistime and again. Christians
need to be very careful when someone interested in them suddenly
reforms and starts attending church.
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OTHER FACTORS

The fact that two people are Christians and even belong to the same
local church doesn’t necessarily mean they are suitable for marriage. It is
true, to believeand understand alikein the matter of church and doctrineis
an important factor and should be considered by those contemplating
marriage.

Divergent views in religion can become a source of argument and
division. Children borninto such afamily andtorn between loyalty to both
parents often becomeembittered and reject all religion. To beunitedinthe
faith is certainly a plus factor and enhances a marriage.

SOCIAL AND CULTURAL

A third factor, education, could be added here, but since education is
sorelated to society and culturel don’t think itisnecessary. Compatibility
in thisareais good for all who contemplate marriage. | would say thisis
even more necessary where people are not Christians.

For peopleto get aong they must be able to communicate. They must
havethingsin commonthey cantalk about and sharetogether. Thegreater
the difference in our culture and society the more difficult it is to
communicate. An educated and refined person would find an ignorant,
uneducated type person dull and uninteresting. Perchance such amarriage
should take place the ignorant, uneducated type person might feel ill at
ease, inferior and out of place. Even among Christians such a marriage
would likely be a mismatch.

COUNTRY VERSUS CITY

A country boy or girl who loves the rural way of life where they can
dig in the soil and enjoy the quietness of the countryside should never
marry onewho lovesthecity. Likewisethecity dweller wholovesthedin,
the excitement and the bright lights of the city would be bored to deathin
the country.

NATIONALITY

Persons of different nationality are greatly handicapped in marriage.
Their loyalties are often divided, their customs different and their way of
life completely foreign to each other. There are many difficulties to
overcome in such a marriage. They could be religion, language, dress,
culture, food and the prospect of living in a strange land among strange
people.

Even citizens of the same country with decidedly different national
originsare handicapped in marriage. Itisusually best that they marry their
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own kind. Where people with different national origins have been
assimilated into the general society of a nation thisis not so much of a
factor. However, there must still be numerous other plusfactorsfor sucha
couple to be compatible.

SECTIONAL

Even though our country (United States) is more cosmopolitan today
than ever before, sectionalism can still be a factor in marriage. It is still
surprising how many peopleinsist that their part of the country, their state
and their townisthe best. Although thisinitself is not so much of afactor
today, couples contemplating marriage should be sure that their native
way of lifeisn’t a negative factor that might hinder their marriage.

RACIAL

Realizing thisisasensitiveissue with many peopletoday, | hesitateto
deal with the subject because | do not want to hurt anyone.

However, | believe those desiring truth will receiveit in the spirit in
whichitisgiven. Acts17:26 says, “ And hath made of oneblood all nations
of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth, and hath determined the
times before appointed, and the bounds of their habitation:”

The spirit of the age today is to destroy all distinction of race,
nationality, sex, religion and government. Theideaisto make manonein
every sense of theword. It isthe same spirit that inspired men to build the
original Babylon. Genesis 11:1-9. It isthe spirit of Anti-Christ. But since
this question is dealt with rather extensively in other publications, | will
only discuss the racial aspect of the subject here.

It will be noted from Gen. 11 and Acts 17 that God is the one who
scattered men abroad, made nations of them and appointed the bounds of
their habitation. Though made of one blood God has given men different
languagesand physical appearances, such asstature, features, and color of
skin. Inaddition to thishe has placed themin certain parts of theworld and
appointed the bounds of their habitation. Certainly God had a purposein
making distinct races and nations.

God is a God of divine order, not chaos and indistinct uncertainty.
Even the children of Israel, made up of twelve tribes, were appointed
specific places of residence and service. It isthe greed and selfishness of
maninviolation of thisgreat principlethat has caused most of thewarsthe
world has experienced. It isthe violation of this principlethat has brought
so muchtragedy into thelivesof human beings. Violation of thisprinciple
isdisrespect for God' slawswhich aregivenfor thegood of all mankind.

Generally speaking when we cross national or racial lines we invite
trouble. Thisis especially true in the matter of marriage. The greater the
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difference in the national or racial makeup the less prospect of successin
marriage. We have enough problems without crossing national and racial
barriersinthe matter of marriage. Such marriagesare held in contempt by
society and children from such a union often suffer great reproach and
persecution. Although we are one in Christ we are still living in aworld
filled with prejudice, hatred and pride.

Though there are exceptions of interracial marriages in the Bible
where little comment pro or con is made, | believe the overwhelming
weight of evidence is against such marriages. Such was the case with
Solomon and Israel asawhole.

“In those days also saw | Jews that had married wives of Ashdod, of
Ammon, and of Moab: And their children spake half in the speech of
Ashdod, and could not speak in the Jews' language, but according to the
language of each people. And | contended with them, and cursed them,
and smote certain of them, and plucked off their hair, and made them
swear by God, saying, Ye shall not give your daughters unto their sons,
nor take their daughters unto your sons, or for yourselves. Did not
Solomon king of Israel sin by these things? yet among many nationswas
there no king like him, who was beloved of his God, and God made him
king over all Israel: neverthel ess even him did outlandish women causeto
sin. Shall we then hearken unto you to do al this great evil, to transgress
against our God in marrying strange wives?’ Nehemiah 13:23-27.

DIVINE ORDER

Although thishas already been referred to above | feel thereisaneed
for further consideration of divine order with regard to the man’s and the
woman’ s placeinthe marriage union. Unlessacouple have been properly
taught and understand thistruthit could beasource of troubleand division
in their marriage. Since the spirit of the age is so hard at work to destroy
God's divine order in this area also it is necessary to consider a few
scriptures. | Cor. 11:3 “But | would have you know that the head of every
man is Christ; and the head of thewoman isman; and the head of Christis
God.”

The head of the man is Christ, the head of the woman is man, and the
head of Christis God. Man asthe head of the woman should take his place
of responsibility asleader, provider, husband and father. Tofail to do this
throws the burden of responsibility on the woman who God's word
declares is the weaker vessel. This also makes her head over the man in
direct violation of God’ sdivine order. When this happens the mother has
to take the place of the father over the children.

| Peter 3:7 says, “Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with them according
to knowledge, giving honour unto thewife, asunto the weaker vessel, and
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as being heirs together of the grace of life; that your prayers be not
hindered.”

It is also the responsibility of the man to provide for his family. If a
man hasn’t been consistent in working and holding ajob before marriage
itisnot likely that he will be agood provider after marriage. Heis a poor
risk and a girl is foolish to think he will change later on. | Timothy 5:8
says, “Butif any providenot for hisown, and specially for those of hisown
house, he hath denied the faith, and is worse than an infidel.”

Woman’ splacein subjectionto her husband isjust asimportant asitis
for the man to take his place as head.

Eph. 5:22-25 says, “Wives, submit yourselves unto your own
husbands, asunto the L ord. For the husband isthe head of thewife, evenas
Christ is the head of the church: and he is the saviour of the body.
Therefore asthe church is subject unto Christ, so let the wives beto their
own husbandsin every thing. Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ
also loved the church, and gave himself for it:” Read also | Peter 3:1-6.

Regardless of what woman’ slib or anybody el se says, thewoman was
made to be ahelp meet for the man. Generally speaking, cooking, sewing,
housekeeping, and rearing children isthewoman’snormal lot in thislife.
Itisher feminine nature to do these things and thusrelieve her husband to
make the livelihood.

| believe obedienceto thisorder is obedienceto God. To disregard or
try to change it is defiance of God's laws given for our own good. Any
couple thinking of marriage should believe in and desire to obey these
principles.

PERSONALITY

As we continue our study of the various factors that govern and
regulate compatibility in marriage we need to consider the subject of
personality. Personality is simply the varied manifestation or expression
of the person. Thisincludes conduct, intelligence, conversation and many
intangible qualities too numerous to mention here. But for the sake of
example we will mention afew that | trust will be helpful.

Some people like aquiet simple life and are content to stay at home
most of thetime, puttering around in agarden, reading a book or working
on ahobby. Some are the very opposite from this. They want to be on the
go, where the crowd is, having fun and living it up.

Some people are more or less quiet and withdrawn while others are
talkative and forward. Some are always serious and soberminded while
others are humorous and witty. Some are conservative in the matter of
dress and money while others are flashy dressers and liberal spenders.
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Some like hobbies and sports and some don’t. Still others are
temperamental, jeal ous, proud and critical minded.

Personsliving onthe negative side of lifeintemperament and attitude
can bevery difficult and hard to get along with. Asarulethey are not very
good prospects for marriage.

Thesearesimply afew of the thingsthat make aperson what he or she
is. Although some of these personality traits can be and have been
overcome, in marriageit is best if acouple can communicate on the same
level and do things together that they both enjoy. For thisreason couples
should come to know each other well before considering marriage.

Where too many minus factors exist there can be little compatibility,
without which marriage cannot succeed. Without compatibility thereisno
basis for marriage. To blindly ignore these factors and deceive yourself
into thinking love and romance is sufficient isfolly.

Thefaults, habitsand virtues of ahuman being are often theresult of a
lifelong environment. Heisnot easily changed. After solong atimethere
isno change. When people marry they marry the whole person with all of
hisways, good and bad.

A CHRISTIAN

A Christian seeking a mate needs to realize that in spite of all the
things that are written here he still is incapable of choosing a wife or
husband. We could take all of these minus and plusfactors and feed them
into a computer and still receive the wrong answer when it comes to
choosing a mate.

Thesethingsare common sensefactorsthat we cannot affordtoignore
but there are so many complex qualities about a human being until we
must have God to lead us. Inthe strictest senseit isnot up to usto choose a
mate. Like Abraham who sent his servant after a bride for Isaac, God
knows our needs better than we do. If he can’'t providefor usin the matter
of awife or husband then he can’'t save us from our sins.

Only God knows our needs and our weakness as well as our virtues
andwhoisaproper matefor us. Itismy belief that our great sovereign God
has made special provision for his elect. He knowswho needs awife and
who needs a husband. And he knows exactly the kind of wife or husband
we need. Nothing is left to chance. We can trust him in the matter.

The one he provides may not be according to our ideal of ahusband or
wife. Truth of the matter isour ideal may not be what we need. Prayer and
patiencetowait onthe Lord aregreatly needed by the Christian that would
trust God to make the choice for him.

Thiswaiting issometimes much longer than wewould like. Oneof the
hardest things in the world to surrender is our wills in the matter of the
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oppositesex. Asstated el sewherethe sex driveinanormal humanbeingis
a powerful adversary to deal with. Much prayer with a desire to please
God is an absolute essential.

The fact that God will provide doesn’t mean we are to sit back and
wait for a husband or wife to be delivered to us by parcel post. Neither
should we advertise for one through the matrimonial bureau.

As ageneral rule people will marry their own kind or one from the
society they areapart of. One desiring a Christian husband or wife or one
with certain good qualities should have fellowship with that type people.
Although it doesn’t always happen it is usually through this means that
people are brought together.

Alwaysthey should be careful and deliberate in who they go with. In
ohe sense every person you go with isapotential candidate for marriage.
For this reason it is dangerous to get too involved before you know the
person very well. It is morally wrong to lead anyone to think you are
serious before you have had sufficient timeto really know them. Playing
with people’ semotionsjust because you caniswrong. A string of broken
hearts by some Lothario or sex kitten is ho badge of honor.

Thosedesiring ahusband or wife should be honest and frank with each
other. Above all things, they should agree to be just friends until they
cometo know and appreciate each other. If thefeeling isnot mutual itisa
one sided affair with one of the partieslikely to be hurt. An affair of this
type should be broken off before it goestoo far.

LOVE OR DELUSION

Love at first sight is usually a romantic delusion. When people are
suddenly and powerfully attracted to each other they may bethevictim of
seducing spirits. | Tim. 4:1. And therearetimeswhen avacuum created by
loneliness, a desire to love and be loved, is seemingly filled when some
magnetic personality walksinto your life. This powerful attraction could
be caused by any number of factors with sex appeal often times at the
center.

Thisisaways adangerous situation that can lead acoupleintoillicit
sex or awrong marriage. These sudden torrid love affairs are not love but
infatuation which usually, if given time, will blow over. Of course the
principals involved in such an affair are positive they have at last found
their one and only. Determined restraint and sufficient time to come to
know the person isvery essential.

True love is not a sudden mystical magnetic force that overpowers
two people in their desire for each other. Such affairs can turn into
despicable disgust in a matter of days, weeks, or months. Even though
sudden attraction might intimedevel opintotrueloveitisusually physical
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attraction or the personality of the person to begin with. And often the
person we see to begin with turns out to be altogether different after we
come to know them.

Conjugal love must be based upon honor and respect for each other.
This is why sufficient time to come to know each other is so very
important. Although the physical attraction and sex are very important,
this is no basis for marriage. There must be common interests and
understanding that enables two people to communicate plus honor and
respect for each other. Love is not some mystical forcethat suddenly hits
you like a thunderbolt.

Love for God likewise comes as a result of knowledge or faith that
brings usinto union with him through Jesus Christ. We love him because
of who heisinthematter of hisdivine character and hislovefor us. Itisnot
just some senseless mystical force but rather alove born out of honor and
respect for one we have learned about through a knowledge of the truth.

This same principle applies to man and woman contemplating
marriage. Y oudon't marry anideal, you marry ahuman being compassed
about withinfirmity likeyourself. If we are wise wewill know something
about the person we are about to yoke up with for life.

If aman or woman desiring marriage will carefully and prayerfully
observe these principles they need not make a mistake. God’ sword says,
“If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men
liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him. But let him ask in
faith, nothing wavering. For he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea
driven with the wind and tossed. For let not that man think that he shall
receive any thing of the Lord.” James 1:5-7.

God wants to give us wisdom in all matters pertaining to this life.
Surely this is true of marriage which is one of life's most important
decisions. It is my belief we can have rest and assurance born of genuine
faith when we are led of God.
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BIRTH CONTROL

Aware of the fact that there are somethings not clearly spelled out in
the scriptures we subsequently have controversy in which sincere people
often take opposite views on the same question. | might add that on some
issuesthere are several viewsor interpretations, none of which agree with
the others.

Thesedifferencesof opinion aretheresult of numerousfactors, two of
which | will mention briefly. Number one: Many simply believe the
traditional viewpoint of their group or church. It's their church, their
denomination and their people. Somefollowersof such agroup aresimply
sheep that believe their leaders can do no wrong. Others have been fully
persuaded by their teachers who adeptly wrest the scriptures to confirm
their traditional views.

The other group is not necessarily being loyal to their group, neither
have they been fully convinced that their doctrineistrue. It is simply a
case of selfish expediency. They choose to believe a particular doctrine
becauseit servestheir purpose. That purpose might bereligiousambition,
financial gain or alicensefor sin.

Within the confines of all groups are people who need to prayerfully
consider their position and form an honest conviction based upon the
scriptures and their own conscience. God has given us liberty in many
doubtful things which we can wisely use or abuse. It isin this area that
many legalistic concepts have been formed and come forth as doctrines
which bring meninto bondage. | believethisistrueof birth control aswell
as sex in general.

Paul says, “I know, and am persuaded by the Lord Jesus, that thereis
nothing unclean of itself: but to him that esteemeth any thing to be
unclean, to him it isunclean.” Romans 14:14.

A study of the above chapter clearly reveal sthat Paul hasbeen dealing
with numerous things over which Christians have different opinions.

Verse 15reveal sthat weare not to abuse our liberty by usingitinsuch
away asto offend our brother. Even though we might have faith and feel
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no condemnation in some things we do, we are not to despise our weak
brother who lacks such faith.

Verse 22 says, “Hast thou faith? haveit to thyself before God. Happy
is he that condemneth not himself in that thing which he alloweth.” This
verseissimply saying we are to keep such faith to ourselves before God
not making apublic display of it wherethere isadanger of offending our
weak brother.

Thiswhole chapter is devoted to Christian liberty in doubtful things
where thereis adifference of opinion. It is admonishing both sidesto be
considerate of each other and to befully persuaded in their own minds. In
the subject we are now considering, I, likewise, admonish every reader to
befully persuaded in hisown mind. My desire hereisto simply get youto
examine your present position in the light of the scriptures rather than
traditional beliefs.

| must add that it is not an easy thing to change our views when we
have been taught to believe a certain thing all our lives. It takes much
prayer with a desire to know the truth of God’s glory alone. This plus a
willingnesstowalk inthetruthrevealed isagreat stumbling block to most
people.

Needless to say, birth control is another controversial aspect of the
subject of sex in general. Many poor souls are intimidated and live in
mortal fear when they think of any type of birth control. Having been
taught that it is the command of God to bear children they consider it a
great sin to do anything to prevent conception.

Many couplesarein great bondage because of this. Sexual intercourse
is never fully satisfying as long as there are mental hang-ups caused by
fear or condemnation. Afraid they will get pregnant and afraid to do
anything to prevent it, they cannot approach the marriage bed with
freedom necessary to fully enjoy sexual union. This fear seemsto affect
women more than it does men.

This is caused by a number of factors. Being the weaker and more
sensitive vessel, the woman is more subject to intimidation than the man.
Then too, women asawholearemorereligiously conscientiousthan men.
Thisis proven by the fact there are far more women who attend church
than men.

The woman's fear of pregnancy is caused by the knowledge of the
conseguences of her pregnancy. Nine unpleasant months of carrying the
child, perhapsalready burdened with small children and taking care of her
home, can and does strike fear to the heart of many women. Thiswith the
fear and anxiety of the birth itself, plus twenty years of responsibility in
mothering the child can have a traumatic effect on some women. Thisis
the great reason Paul says, “Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ
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also loved the church, and gave himself for it;” Eph. 5:25. A kind,
considerate husband can greatly aleviate the fear and anxiety of hiswife
during pregnancy.

Because so many ignorantly think the only purpose of sex isto beget
and bear children, thereisagreat need to examinethisquestioninthelight
of the scriptures. One of the chief scriptures used to justify this extreme
position is Gen. 1:28, where among other things the Lord told Adam and
Eveto “... Befruitful and multiply, and replenish the earth...”

Let’snot forget thiswasin the beginning of the creation and the Lord
said the same thing to the other creatures, (Gen. 1:21-22) which have no
moral conscience about reproduction. Just suppose we took the same
attitudetoward all creaturesincluding thestray dogsand catsthat roamthe
citiesof theworld, starving and diseased. These animals, aswell as many
other creatures, are often anuisance and amenace to the health of society.
Remember God blessed them as well as man, saying “... be fruitful and
multiply...”.

Although it is true God set in motion the law of reproduction, he
certainly didn’t intend for man to stand aside and be destroyed by thelaw.
If man was to have dominion over al the earth as Gen. 1:26 says, he
certainly gave him the intelligence to exercise that dominion for hisown
good.

Thisdominionwould include man’ sown natural earthly reproduction
aswell asthe animal world. God has given man an intelligence far above
that of the beast which moves by natural instinct only in obeying the lust
and desire of his flesh. He has no capacity to think nor consider the
conseguence of his act. Yet some, under the guise of religion, would
confine or put man in the same category asthe beast when it comesto sex
and reproduction.

Few would argue against birth control for people with certain
diseases, physical handicaps, or mental retardation. Y et they, under the
guise of religious conviction, would impose the law of unfettered
reproduction upon all others regardless of condition.

POPULATION EXPLOSION

With respect to Gen. 1:28 where Adam and Eve aretold to be fruitful,
and multiply and replenish the earth, | think most everyonewill agreethis
scripture has pretty well been fulfilled.

One of the many great problems facing our world today is the
population explosion. At the present tremendous rate of increase we will
soon need another world to populate.
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This population increase is rapidly shrinking our habitable world,
increasing pollution and will soon make it impossible to produce enough
food to feed earth’s great multitude.

At the beginning of the Christian era it is estimated the earth’'s
population was somewhere between 250 and 350 million. It took 1700
yearsfor the popul ation to doubl e thefirst time. From 1700 to 1850 or 150
years later the population doubled again. It was during the nineteenth
century the first billion was reached.

From 1850 to 1940 it only took 90 years to double again reaching the
figure of 2,300,000,000. The 1969 population was estimated by the
United Nations to be 4,309,000,000 or almost twice as many as the 1940
population. At the present rate of increase there will be 6,994,000,000 or
almost seven billion people by the year 2000.

This means that the world’s population will more than triple itself
from 1940 to the year 2000 or a period of 60 years. A million babies a
month are being born in India, a country where undernourishment and
starvation has been prevalent for many years. With American food
supplies scheduled to stop in afew months what will happen to them?

These statistics taken from Funk and Wagnall’s New Encyclopedia,
Volume 19, pages 272-274, by Funk and Wagnalls, Incorporated, 1973,
should tell us something. Surely it seems the handwriting is on the wall.
Although hunger, starvation and disease are no stranger to millions who
have already lived and died it seems that Revelation 6:5-6 is pointing to
famine on a world-wide scale such as man has never experienced.

Another scripture used by some to impose their extreme views on
othersisl Timothy 5:14 where Paul says, “| will thereforethat theyounger
women marry, bear children, guide the house, give no occasion to the
adversary to speak reproachfully.”

A study of the context relating to this scripture (I Tim. 5:9-15) will
show that Paul is hot so much interested in the bearing of children asheis
in keeping the younger women out of mischief. Marrying, having children
and taking care of their home would serve to keep them from wandering
from houseto house asidle busybodies bringing reproach upon Christ and
the Church.

None can deny that it has always been normal for all of God’ s earthly
creaturesto mate and reproduce. Thisisthelaw of nature. Thisisalsotrue
of man. Though created in the image of God, he is a physical being. As
such it is his nature to mate and reproduce.

Since he is created in the image of God and has an intelligence that
goes beyond that of the beast God has given him specific instruction
concerning sex, marriage and the bearing of children. | might add that the
true children of God are spiritual and not just physical. All Biblical
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instructions actually are given in the ultimate sense for the benefit of
God' sspiritual family. Werethisnot so neither Jesus nor Paul would have
emphasized the spiritual over the natural. Matthew 12:47-50, Rom. 9:8,
Gal.4:22-31.

Another traditional saying used as scripture to condemn birth control
comesfrom Gen. 38 where Onan went in to thewife of abrother whomthe
Lord had slain to raise up seed in his brother’ s name. Under the custom
which later became a part of the law (Deut. 25:5) it was the duty of the
brother to marry the widow and raise up children in his brother’s name.
K nowing the seed would not be his, Onan spilled the sperm on the ground
and the Lord also killed him. The moral principle involved here was
Onan’ s contempt for his deceased brother whom he should have honored
with seed that would perpetuate his name in the earth.

Judah the father of the two slain sons promised athird son, Shelah, to
Tamar, his daughter-in-law, as soon as Shelah was old enough. Upon
failure to keep his promise to her after Shelah was grown, Tamar
pretended to be aharlot and tricked Judah into having intercourse with her
that she might have a child to carry her deceased husband’ s name.

Thefather of the child had to be a close kinsman. This custom, which
was later incorporated into and became a part of the law, was atype of the
seed of Christ which must be perpetuated. Thefact that Christ’ s seed must
endure forever is borne out in Psalms 89:20, which says, “His seed also
will I make to endure forever, and his throne as the days of heaven.”

From this story has emerged the saying, “it is better to put the seed in
the belly of awhorethanto let it fall upon the ground.” This, of course, is
not scripture but more man-made tradition that has served to bring people
into bondage. How could such a saying be true when God’ sword plainly
says, “Marriage is honourable in all, and the bed undefiled: but
whoremongers and adulterers God will judge.” Heb. 13:4.

In Paul’s treatment of the subject in | Cor. 7, he teaches that the
principal reason for marriage is gratification of sexual desire lest the
person be overcomeby hispassion and commit fornication. Thatiswhy he
saysinverse 9 it is better to marry than to burn.

Further oninthechapter, inverses 32 thru 35, the apostleactually says
that it would be better not to marry at all that we might give ourselvesto
Christ without distraction. If begetting and bearing natural children were
as important as some insist then Paul’ s emphasis or reason for marrying
and not marrying was wrong.

Some ignorantly take the position that if God wants them to have
children they will, if not, they won't. Just let nature take its course.
Suppose a stockman took this attitude when a male from one breed of
cows getsinto a pasture with another breed. L etting nature take its course
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would soon destroy a purebred herd. It's also a good thing the farmer
knows when, where and how to sow his seed.

I n the beginning the earth was unpopul ated and there was ampleroom
for expansion. Neither was there a pollution problem and none can deny
that even 50 years ago the world held more of a future for mankind than
today. The norm was to marry, reproduce and have families. For this
reason God has given his peopl einstructions concerning marriage and the
bearing and rearing of children.

CONDITIONS A FACTOR

Thelast fifty years have witnhessed a tremendous changein the earth.
The population explosion, pollution, moral decay and the threat of world
annihilation with nuclear weapons are part of thischange. Thereisagreat
possibility that millions of babies now being born will either starve to
death, or be killed in war or die from disease. World catastrophe from
many standpoints seems imminent.

Of these great problems facing our world today the population
explosion may be the greatest. M ore people means more cars, more fuel,
more pollution, more utilities, more homes, more food, more materials
and less land and natural resources to produce these things. The shortage
of these things which we are now experiencing will increase as the
population increases.

Already in many of these things, consumer demand exceeds man’s
ability to produce. Asthis condition worsens man’ s greed and selfishness
to expand at his neighbor’ s expense will increase. This, of course, means
morewar and threat toworld peace. All thisisplayinginto the handsof the
spirit of Anti-Christ which isincreasing pressure upon mankind for aone
world super government.

Asidefrom giving ourselves more completely to the cause of Christ, |
certainly believeworld conditions should be considered when we think of
bringing children into theworld. Jesus spoke of atime of troubleand said,
“ And woeunto themthat arewith child, and to them that give suck inthose
days’. Matt. 24:19. Paul likewise recognized that conditions should be a
factor in these things. | Cor. 7:26-32.

In consideration of the scripturesand world conditions| seeno reason
for not practicing sensible birth control. Thisis especially true where a
coupledesiresto more completely givethemselvesto Christ. However we
must admit that in most cases Christ nor hiskingdom isaconsiderationin
the practice of birth control. But eveninthis, though the motivating factor
may be selfish, it seems to be a blessing in disguise in not bringing
innocent children into today’ s world.
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Not being adoctor | could not say with certainty which method isbest.
Although birth control pills seem to bethe most popular meansused at this
time, some women cannot take them. | am also personally apprehensive
about anything that would affect the natural chemistry of the body over a
long period of time. It seems some natural means recommended by a
specialist in thisfield of medical science would be preferable.

Where some desire to limit the number of children in their family or
not have any children at all, they might consider sterilization. Thisis a
comparatively simple and painless operation especially for the man.
Although the operation is effective and does not hinder a couple from
having normal sexual relationsit ispermanent. Because of thisl would not
recommend it until they have prayerfully determined they do not want any
more children.

EUNUCHS

Sincesome, no doubt, will object to thevery thought of an operationto
keep from having children, | think it would be well to briefly consider the
subject of Eunuchs. In Matt. 19:12, Jesus said, “For there are some
eunuchs, which were so born from their mother’s womb: and there are
some eunuchs, which were made eunuchs of men: and there be eunuchs,
which have made themsel ves eunuchs for the kingdom of heaven’ s sake.
Hethat is ableto receiveit, let him receiveit.”

Generally speaking aeunuch is a human male that has been castrated
to prevent him from being able to have sexua intercourse or beget
children. Thiswasa practicein ancient timeswherekingsor rulerswould
have mal e children castrated because they wanted to usethemin positions
of service where they would be in contact with women. This was
especially so where the eunuch, sometimes called a chamberlain (Esther
1:12), took care of the king's wives or concubines. Rendered sexually
impotent by this operation the eunuch could also give undivided attention
to hisjob.

For themost part thosewho were born Eunuchssimply do not havethe
capacity nor desire for the opposite sex. This could be caused by a birth
defect or other reasons known only to God. Although normal in every
other way they do not have the capacity for sex physicaly nor
psychologically.

Those who make themselves Eunuchs for the kingdom of heaven’'s
sake may simply have the will power to restrain themselves that they
might give themselves wholly to the work of God. And no doubt some
have had themselves castrated or sterilized in order to achieve this.

Thereisstill another group of peoplewho are born sterile but normal
from the standpoint of sexual desire. They can marry and have normal
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sexual relationsbut they cannot beget or havechildren. Certainly nonecan
deny that for whatever the reason a person is rendered impotent it results
in birth control. These are some of the doubtful things that | think a
Christian ought to be persuaded of in hisown mind, free from the dictates
of the church.

GOD’S BEST

God’ sbest and highest isfor a Christian who has power over hisown
will to remain single and serve the Lord without the interference of
marriage. Wives, husbands and children require much time, thought and
energy that could otherwise be spent on serving God. Thisiswhat Paul is
teachingin | Cor. 7:32-33.

The teaching of celibacy or forbidding anyone to marry is false and
without scriptural foundation. The fact is God condemns this teaching as
one of the doctrines of devilsthat would come forth in the latter times. |
Tim. 4:1-3. “Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times
some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and
doctrines of devils; Speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience
seared with a hot iron; Forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain
from meats, which God hath created to be received with thanksgiving of
them which believe and know the truth.”

For most of us God'’ s gracious provision of graceismarriage. Thisis
why Paul said, “Now concerning the things whereof ye wrote unto me: It
is good for a man not to touch a woman. Nevertheless, to avoid
fornication, let every man have his own wife, and et every woman have
her own husband.” | Cor. 7:1-2.

Although childbearing is the natural result of marriage and sexual
union, there is no scripture that forbids birth control or planned
parenthood.
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PREMARITAL SEX

Needlessto say all premarital sex or sex before marriageiswrong. As
has been said elsewhere, all illicit sexissin. Sinistransgression of God's
law and the transgressor will reap what he sows. Gal. 6:7-8. Even couples
anticipating marriage should respect God’ s law in this matter.

It isestimated by most authoritiesthat at least onethird of all teen-age
girls getting married are pregnant. Family counselors inform us that in
many such marriages the only object is legitimization for the child, with
divorce agreed in advance.

One of the clever lies that Satan tells many couples anticipating
marriage is that since they are going to be married anyway why deny
themsel vesthe pleasure of sex before marriage? Thissoundslikealogical
argument to many coupleswho giveintotheir desireonly toregret it later
on. Very often this happens to young people who have been raised in a
good moral religious environment.

Others come out of environments where morals are low. Therefore
they have little or no scruples against illicit sexual activity, many times
starting at a very early age. However some of these people are later
reformed or converted and live wholesome productive lives in spite of
their past.

Others coming out of more or less good homes with high moral
standardsengagein premarital sex because they want to be accepted. Still
othersfeel asense of insecurity and lack of love. Sex to themissimply a
futile search for love and security they desire.

ROAD TO ILLICIT SEX

Courtship and heavy petting is the road that leads most couples into
premarital sex. Normal human beings cannot continually be satisfied with
just physical affection and caressing. God has made our bodies sensitive
and responsive to love making with the opposite sex. This is the way
passions are stirred and our minds and bodies are prepared for sex.
Embracing, kissing and fondling along with persuasive endearments will
ultimately lead to sex. They may start out with nointention of goingtoofar
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but onestepinthewrongdirectionleadsto another until they havegoneall
the way.

| would say that many with good morals who are led into premarital
sex start out thisway. Once caught in the web of sexual immorality, some
of thesego oninto livesof sin and shame. Asthe saying goes, “if you play
with fire long enough you will get burned.” This is the reason Paul
admonished young Timothy to flee youthful lusts. Il Tim. 2:22.

Love making with the opposite sex, especially someone you find
physically attractive is thrilling and hard to resist. But it is also nature’s
prelude to sexual intercourse which is the climax of physical love.
Therefore it must be with restraint outside of marriage. Heavy petting, if
engaged in long enough, will lead to sex.

CHRISTIANS TEMPTED ALSO

Thisisactually what theapostleisdealingwithin| Cor. 7:36 wherehe
says, “But if any man think that he behaveth himself uncomely toward his
virgin, if she pass the flower of her age, and need so require, let him do
what he will, he sinneth not: let him marry.” From a study of other
translations it is evident that Paul is teaching Christian men and women
joined together in the Lord by the Spirit that when the sexual urge toward
each other becomes too great atemptation they should marry. This same
truth isborne out in verse 9 where Phillip’ stranslation says, “I think itis
far better for themto bemarried thanto betortured by unsatisfied desire.”

The old pharisaical adage that if you are a Christian you won’'t be
subject to evil thoughts or temptation by the opposite sex is certainly
wrong according to what Paul is teaching here. Christians are human
beings like everyone else and their mind and flesh are as subject to sex
appeal asanyone. Itisbecause of thisthey haveto diedaily and look to the
Lord for graceto help in time of need. Heb. 4:15-16.

The sooner Christians become realistic about their depraved nature
and recognize their only sufficiency is Christ they will begin to look to
him rather than trust in thearm of flesh. Isaiah 45:22 says, “ L ook unto me,
and beye saved, all the ends of the earth: for | am God and beside methere
is none else.” He is God and beside him there is none else. All virtue,
strength, wisdom and knowledge come from him. Heisthe Lord of hosts;
all angels, powersand principalitiesareunder hisdominion and control.

David understood thisgreat truth when he said, “Behold | was shapen
ininiquity; and in sin did my mother conceive me.” Psalms 51:5. He also
understood as God wants usto understand where hishelp camefrom. This
iswhy hesaid, “I will lift up mineeyesunto the hills, fromwhence cometh
my help, My help cometh from the L ord, which made heaven and earth.”
Psalms 121:2.
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CAUSE OF MANY PROBLEMS

Premarital sex often leads to distrust and suspicion that can wreck a
marriage. Situations can and often do arise which make it easy to
remember and cause the husband or wife to become suspicious and
jealous. Unless a couple knows the Lord and has a genuine spirit of
forgivenessit is easy for the enemy to remind them of the past.

Then sometimes it is hard for the individual to forgive himself. A
young couple who were Christians bel onging to the same Church became
intimate before marriage and the girl became pregnant. Although they
were married and eventually had afine family, this premarital pregnancy
so preyed upon the mind of the young woman until she literally went
insane. After extensive psychiatric treatment her husband was told there
was nothing more they could do to help her and that she would haveto be
committed to a mental institution. However the Lord was gracious and
merciful to bring her into contact with a Christian group that recognized
she was demon possessed. After much prayer and quite along battle she
was gloriously delivered by the Lord. This was done to the utter
amazement of the doctors who had treated her and finally said there was
no hope.

She became demon possessed as a result of mental harassment from
the enemy who took advantage of her guilt complex. This often happens
when peoplesin or fail in someareaof life. When aperson’ swill hasbeen
broken by giving in to immoral desire the door of their mind is opened
permitting evil spiritsto comein and possess other areasof their life. Once
this has happened it is possible for these people to descend into
unmentionable depths of immorality. And in some casesthey areliterally
driveninsane by theinvading spirit whose ultimate aim isto destroy them
spiritually, mentally and physically.

Not only is premarital sex subject to open the door to mental
harassment by evil spirits but it can be the cause of mental hang-ups
concerning sex in general. Persons with any degree of moral conscience
cannot enter intoillicit sex relationswith real freedom. Guilt and fear are
ever present to distract and hinder them from achieving real sexua
pleasure.

Very often after marriage, the guilt and fear complex remains as an
indelible reminder upon the mind of the person. Since it is necessary for
complete mental concentration during sexual union this can keep the
person from fully yielding themsel ves and enjoying intercourse. Thiscan
grow and develop into a mental hang-up that can keep the person from
enjoying sex or ever having a climax.
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Once aperson beginsto experiencefailureit is easy to develop afear
that soon hasthe person defeated before they start. Some even go sofar as
to detest sex in general. A negative attitude on the part of either partner
also affectsthe other one and hindersthem. It seemsthat women are more
prone to develop mental hang-ups over sex than men are. However it can
happen to men as well as women.

VIRTUE ENHANCES MARRIAGE

Another great reason for abstaining from premarital sex is becauseit
causes the wedding night and the honeymoon to lose its luster of joyful
anticipation. It’ s perfectly normal for those anticipating marriage to look
forward to the time when they can come together in sexual bliss.

Thejoyful anticipation of the marriage bed and sexual union with the
one you love shouldn't be marred or spoiled by premarital sex. The
knowledge that your beloved comes to you virtuous and unspoiled by
immorality isatremendous psychol ogical boost toward honor and respect
for each other. Thisresultsinfaith and trust in each other andisagreat aid
toward sexual harmony and success in marriage.

Manisso constituted that he desiresthat which hasn’t been spoiled by
others. Virtue is something that demands honor and respect. Honor and
respect are amust if amarriage isto succeed.

Even those with previous marriage experiences should honor this
principle. Virtueis not just restricted to single persons. Although people
have been married beforethey will have the honor and respect of othersby
abstaining from sexual promiscuity. Chastity and moral decency is a
condition of the heart and appliesto all whether married or single.

It is possible for a single person to technically be a virgin so far as
sexual experimentationisconcerned and yet not possessthevirtue of heart
that we are talking about. | might also add that it is possible for a person
who has sexually lost their virtue to be saved by the grace of God and
become a decent virtuous person in a spiritual sense.

The word of God puts a premium upon chastity and virtue which we
cannot ignore. Paul saysin Il Cor. 11:2, “For | am jealous over you with
godly jealousy; for | have espoused you to one husband that | many
present you as a chaste virgin to Christ.” Although he is speaking here of
the Church it is plain and simple that God desires purity.

Proverbs 31:10-11 says, “Who can find a virtuous woman? for her
priceisfar aboverubies. The heart of her husband doth safely trust in her,
so that he shall have no need of spoil.”

In spite of the fact that today’ s generation is very adept in the use of
contraceptives, premarital sex can lead to pregnancy, abortion or
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illegitimate children. Resorting to abortion can also lead to a guilt
complex which in turn can cause mental problemsin the future.

Needless to say illegitimate children, if not put up for adoption, are
often unloved and unwanted. Many of them becomewards of the stateand
aburdento society, If kept by their mothersor raised by relativesthey may
have to bear the reproach of their illegitimacy before a cruel world.

As stated elsewhere most venereal disease is transmitted through
premarital or illicit sex. One of the great tragedies of venereal disease,
especially syphilis, isthat it is very contagious and can infect an unborn
child and permanently injurethe brain. This, of course, isthe main reason
the law requires a blood test before marriage.

These are simply afew of some of thetragic results of premarital sex.
But they do not begin to tell the tragedy of many livesthat take thisroad.
Once caught in the web of sexual immorality it isvery easy to follow the
crowd and continue on into greater sin. Alcohol, drugs, crime,
prostitution, prison, disease, misery, shame and suicide are some of the
evil companions of sexual immorality.

Thank God for the abounding grace that can save and deliver those
that turnto Christ in repentance and faith. Within theranks of Christianity
we find many who have been saved and delivered from deep sin. Such
were some who belonged to the Church of Corinth. | Cor. 6:9-11.

Although God can and often does save some like the Corinthian
believersfrom sin, itisagreat mistake for enlightened people to presume
upon the grace of God. Luke 12:47-48 says, “And that servant, which
knew hislord’ swill, and prepared not himself, neither did according to his
will, shall be beaten with many stripes. But he that knew not, and did
commit thingsworthy of stripes, shall be beaten with few stripes. For unto
whomsoever much isgiven, of him shall be much required: and to whom
men have committed much, of him they will ask the more.”

Thereisno limit to the depths of iniquity ahuman being can fall into
when hergjectslight and givesin to hisdepraved nature. Romans 1:21-32
tells of the terrible consequences of such sin.

Thank God for the grace that saves usfrom such sin and enablesusto
forget the past and press on toward the mark for the prize of the high
calling of God in Christ Jesus. Phil. 3:13-14.
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SEXUAL PERVERSION

In our treatment of the subject of sex it is necessary that we consider
sexual perversion. This is especially necessary in this day of sexual
permissiveness which can lead to perversion. Like sexual permissiveness
in general, sexual perversion is also being condoned, approved of and
defended by many in high places of influence.

Some doctors, psychiatrists, teachers and even some churches and
ministers are approving of it. There are actually some churches that
welcome sexual pervertsinto their membership.

It isn't just confined to the scum of society but there are many
educated, intelligent peoplefrom refined social backgroundsthat practice
someform of sexual perversion. Under the guise of civil rightsand human
liberty, the sexual pervert has come out in the open, waving the banner of
gay liberation. Attending political rallies and conventions he is
demanding respectability and freedom to practice his degeneracy aswell
asavoice in government.

According to a recent Associated Press release (Dec. 16, 1973) the
trustees of the American Psychiatric Association voted 13 to 0 against the
classification of homosexuality asamental illness. Thesetrustees are the
policy making board of the 20,000 member, American Psychiatric
Association.

In advance of the above mentioned meeting the “National Gay Task
Force” issued a statement saying, the diagnosis of homosexuality as a
mental illness has been the cornerstone of oppression for a tenth of our
population.

Thetrustees also urged repeal of lawsin 42 states and the District of
Columbia, “making criminal offenses of sexual acts performed by
consenting adultsin private.” They further urged enactment of lawsat all
levels to insure homosexual citizens the same rights and protection now
guaranteed to others.

Beyond doubt the trend toward unnatural sex in general is being
greatly accelerated in this hour. As | have brought out in the article on
“The Loosing of Satan”, | believe that sexual permissiveness and the
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change of attitude toward perversion are the result of greatly increased
demon activity. | might add that thisis also one of the last signs of moral
decay before divine judgment falls upon mankind.

SODOM AND GOMORRAH

This was the case with Sodom and Gomorrah before God destroyed
them with fire and brimstone. Gen. 13:13 says, “But the men of Sodom
were wicked and sinners before the Lord exceedingly.”

In Gen. 19 we see just how low the men of Sodom had descended the
ladder of moral corruption when he sent two angels in the appearance of
meninto Sodomto bring Lot out. Themen of Sodom surrounded the house
of Lot demanding that the men (two angels) be given to them that they
might have relations with them. Their perverted desire was such that they
spurned the offer of Lot to give them his virgin daughters instead.

From thisBiblical account of the wickedness of the men of Sodom we
get the word ‘sodomy’ meaning unnatural sexual intercourse between
men. However there are many types of sexual perversion between men,
between women, and between men and women. Some forms of sexual
perversion are so sordid and vile until they are unclassified and
unmentionable. This includes sexual relations with animals as well as
human beings.

FOUR TYPES

Although there are many, many forms of sexual perversion there are
only four general types of people guilty of perversion that we want to
consider here.

PRESSURE OR INFLUENCE

The first group we wish to consider are those who submit to sexual
perversion because of influence or pressure from others. They may do so
out of fear or simply a desire to keep the peace. The prisons are rampant
with this type of sexual perversion as well as confirmed perverts. Older
hardened criminals practice perversion simply to gratify their lust.
Y ounger ones submit out of fear or promise of reward.

This same type of perversion can very often happen when a woman
unknowingly marriesasexual pervert or aman that later on developsinto
one. Though she does not want to and in fact may detest unnatural sex, she
submits out of fear or to please her husband.

Also among this group you have those who, under the influence of
alcohol or narcotics, engage in unnatural sex with those who take
advantage of their condition. It is easy for a perverse sex devil to
temporarily take control of some people when their mind is distorted by
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alcohol or drugs. Also thereare many that areforced into unnatural sex by
intimidation or rapistswho threaten them with bodily harm or even death.

Secondly therearethosewho experiment with unnatural sex seekinga
super sex thrill that is simply afantasy in their minds. Some of these may
become disgusted and simply quit. Others go on and become a confirmed
sexual deviate.

PROSTITUTES

The third group we consider are those who submit to perversion for
money or gain. They are your unnatural sex prostitutes. Among your
prostitutesin general you will find some of thistype. Thistype, athough
not asexual pervertinthestrictest sense, haslittleor nomoral scruplesand
will do most anything for adollar.

BORN PERVERTS

The fourth type we want to consider is perhaps the most destitute of
all. Whether we want to recognize it or not man is born with a corrupt
depraved nature. His depravity alone unless tempered by moral or
Christian influence is bent in the opposite direction from God and
righteousness. Admittedly stronger in somethanin others, | believethere
isatendency toward perversionin all.

Although the normal or natural sex drive overrules this tendency
toward perversion in most people, there are manifestations of
homosexuality at avery early agein others. They are bornwith that strong
overruling tendency toward unnatural sex. The reason for thisis we not
only inherit the physical stature, intelligence, and traditions of our
forefathers, but also their moral weakness.

There are spiritual principles involved here as well as physical and
intellectual. Deut. 5:9 says, “| the Lord thy God am ajealous God visiting
the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth
generation of them that hate me.”

We not only bequeath to our children what we have and what we are
naturally but alsowhat weare spiritually. Jesussaidtothe Jews, “ Y eare of
your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a
murderer from the beginning and abode not in the truth, because there is
no truth in him, When he speaketh alie, he speaketh of hisown: for heisa
liar, and the father of it.” John 8:44.

Stephen likewise confirmed this same principle before he was stoned
to death. Acts 7:51-52. “Y e stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and
ears, ye do always resist the Holy Ghost: as your fathers did, so do ye.
Which of the prophets have not your fathers persecuted: and they have
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slainthem which shewed before of the coming of the Just One; of whomye
have been now the betrayers and murderers.”

It will be noticed that this spirit of antagonism and hatred of God and
truth was ministered and handed down from generation to generation.
Likewisethe cesspool of moral corruption and decay that isso manifestin
today’'s generation is the progressive result of man’s rebellion and
consequent hatred of God and truth. Born sexual perverts are, | believe,
the result of an iniquitous legacy. Due to various environmental
conditions some are slower in giving themselvesto the spirit (evil spirit)
of perversion than others. For thisreasonitis manifest at an earlier agein
some than in others.

Romans 1:21-32 gives us a progressive picture of man turning away
from God and truth and being turned over to the depravity and corruption
of hisown vile nature. It is apicture of man that finally reachesthe place
where he does not want to retain God in his knowledge. God eventually
gave them up to uncleanness through the lusts of their own hearts, to
dishonor their own bodies between themselves.

Romans 1:25 says, “Who changed the truth of God into alie, and
worshipped and served the creature more than the Creator, who isblessed
for ever. Amen.” Changing thetruth of God into alieiswhat is happening
today to those who are condoning, approving of and defending sexual
perversion. This scripture has been fulfilled in the lives of many in high
placesof influence. They havebecomevainintheir imaginationsandtheir
foolish heart is darkened. Abandoned by the God of truth they have been
given over to areprobate mind. Controlled by the power of darknessthey
have actually come to believe these things and take pleasure in them.

Verses 26 and 27 says, “For this cause God gave them up unto vile
affections: for eventheir women did changethenatural useinto that which
isagainst nature: And likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the
woman, burned in their lust one toward another; men with men working
that which is unseemly, and receiving in themselves that recompense of
their error which was meet.”

It is evident that Paul had reference to vile unnatural passion which
went beyond the normal passion of male for female and female for the
male. God created man and woman to desire each other which is normal
and right. Thefact that the passionsreferred to here are vile and unnatural
is borne out by other translations. Let’ s hote some of these:

“...unto vile passions.” (American Standard Version).

“For this cause God delivered them up to shameful passions.” (John
A. Broadus et a).

“God therefore handed them over to disgraceful passions.” (J.B.
Phillips).
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“And, in return, God abandoned them to passions which brought
dishonor to them selves.” (Knox).

“That iswhy God has given them up to passions of dishonor.” (Helen
Barrett Montgomery).

THE ROAD TO PERVERSION

When a man or woman begins to play the field in sexual
experimentation they are subject to be taken captive by their own lusts
ever looking and searching for the sexual thrill that doesn’t exist. The
further they go in thisdirection the more difficult it isfor them to ever be
satisfied or settle down with one companion or sex in the normal sense.
Such persons are apoor risk for marriage asthey are ever subject to lapse
back into their habit of sexual infidelity.

What often happensis they are taken captive by ademon of lust that
keeps prodding them on from one partner to another. Like the pot of gold
at theend of therainbow, sex becomesanillusory experiencethey areever
searching for but never able to find.

The presence of one demon may open the door to othersmorevileand
perversethanthefirst one. Thisprincipleisconfirmed by the Lord Jesusin
Matt. 12:43-45. This, | believe, isthe way many are led step by step into
variousforms of sexual perversion. When sex in the normal sensefailsto
gratify their burning desire they become an easy prey for evil spirits that
prod them into unnatural sex.

The thing we need to understand isthat basically we are all subject to
like passions and stand in need of restraint and temperance. Giving
ourselves to excess in any carna (fleshly) form is subject to lead into
demoniac bondage. Undisciplined minds are fertile ground for such
passion.

Althoughour willsvary intheir desireand ability toresist any givenor
specific temptation we are not born with disciplined wills to overcome.
This comes as a result of moral and environmental influences that form
certainconvictionswithin us. Itisthese convictionswhich servetohold us
back from temptation and excess.

GREATEST DETERRENT

Thegreatest deterrent of al isconversionto Christ and theindwelling
presence of the Holy Spirit. However even Christians have their carnal
nature with its inherent weakness to contend with. There is no
supernatural presto experience thisside of the grave that delivers usfrom
the power and influence of temptation. Although Christ within givesusan
inward desire to overcome we are often ignorant of the Word and the
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necessary faithto overcome. Thisiswhy even Christiansmust be properly
taught to discipline their minds if they are to overcome.

Disciplined minds come through a knowledge of the truth (Word of
God) and earnest heartfelt prayer that brings the presence of God into our
life. It was knowledge of the truth that enabled Jesus to resist Satan and
overcome him in the temptation in the wilderness. Matt. 4:1-11.

Even in the unconverted where they have moral scruples that enable
them to resist certain temptations, it is because they have been taught to
believethat way. Though not Christiansthey have cometo believe certain
principles as aresult of Christian influence or good moral environment.

Peter speaks of those who escape the pollutions of the world through
the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. Il Peter 2:20. This
doesn’'t mean these people are Christians or justified by faith but simply
that they have been sheltered and protected by the influence of Christian
knowledge. From a study of the context of scriptureit isevident they can
be overcome by the corrupting influence of theworld and thelatter end is
worse with them than the beginning.

Genuineconversion plusaknowledgeof theWordareamust if weare
to overcome. Peter said, Il Peter 1:2-4, “Grace and peace be multiplied
unto you through the knowledge of God, and of Jesusour Lord, According
as hisdivine power hath given unto us all thingsthat pertain unto life and
godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called usto glory and
virtue: Whereby are given unto usexceeding great and preci ous promises:
that by theseye might be partakersof thedivinenature, having escaped the
corruption that isin the world through lust.”

Please note that Peter says grace and peace is multiplied to us through
the knowledge of God. All things are given to us that pertain to life and
godliness through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and
virtue. It is by exceeding great and precious promises that we are made
partakers of the divine nature.

Notice how Peter over and over again points out that it is through
divine knowledge we receive grace and peace and partake of the divine
nature. Knowledge means, to know or believe something that you base
your hope upon. Thisisfaith which cometh by hearing and hearing by the
word of God. Rom. 10:17.

Knowledgealongwith heartfelt prayer isour greatest resourcewhenit
comes to overcoming temptation. Thisiswhy Jesus said, “...men ought
alwaysto pray, and not to faint.” Thisisalso why Jesus madeit a habit of
rising early and going out alone and praying to the Father. He was acutely
aware of hisneed of grace and help to overcome.
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Jude had this in mind in verse 20 when he said, “But ye, beloved,
building up yourselves on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy
Ghost.”

THOSE ANTICIPATING MARRIAGE

Because of the prevalence of sexual perversion those anticipating
marriage surely need to be led of the Lord. One of the tragic results of
people marrying without being led of God isthat they may awaken to the
revolting reality that they have married a sexual pervert. Often when this
happens the normal innocent partner will give in to the perverted desires
of their mate and sooner or later partake of the same spirit (evil spirit).
God' s word, Ephesians 5:31, says that in marriage the two become one
flesh. As we have said elsewhere, just going before an official and
repeating certain marriage vows does not make acouple one. Therehasto
be a meeting of the minds in which this unity of thought and purpose is
achieved. This principle applies to saint and sinner alike.

In marriages such asthisit is most difficult to live with a husband or
wife possessed by a spirit of perversion without giving in to them. One
possessed by such aspirit continually seeksto bring their marriage partner
into their own iniquitous sexual indulgences. Where the normal partner,
possessed by moral scruples, resists their advances they are subject to
intimidation by demanding threats and harassment.

Numerous cases of sexual perversion have come to our attention in
which one marriage partner desiring to live a good moral Christian life
found themselves in a situation they did not know how to cope with. In
most cases it is a wife, sometimes with children, that feels helplessly
trapped with an inconsiderate demanding husband. Only God knows the
anguish and despair of such an one.

However regardless of the consequence, a wife or husband finding
themselves in such a situation must stand true to God and their own
conscience. This is their only hope for peace with God and ultimately
helping bring deliverance to their mate. In doing this you can depend on
Godtofight your battleand the L ord can useyour chaste behavior to speak
to the heart of the erring one.

In all other thingsthe innocent partner should honor their husband or
wifeaslong asthey are pleased to dwell with them under these conditions.
| Cor. 7:12-13, | Peter 3:1-7.

This rule, of course, does not apply when a situation becomes
intolerable. Thismay very well happen when the innocent partner begins
toresist their perverted desire. When the homelife becomesunbearableor
the erring mate turns to outsiders to gratify his or her perverted desire, |
believe the innocent party isjustified in leaving them.
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God is faithful and will bring a permanent solution to such cases
where hischild daresto befaithful to him. In someinstancesthe perverted
onewill bedelivered and saved. In other casesthey will chooseto separate
themselves and join one of their own kind, thusfreeing theinnocent party
to serve God without interference.

ROAD TO REPROBATION

Regardless of the type of sexual perversion or the conditions under
which people indulge they are in danger. As is brought out in Romans,
chapter one, sexual perversion is one of the outstanding signs of
reprobation. A reprobate is one who has been abandoned by God. He has
been given over to hisvile passions and without amoral consciencetakes
pleasurein hissin.

Thisisthe bottomless pit of moral corruption from which thereisno
hope of deliverance. Although there are numerous other signs of
reprobation in Romans 1:21-32, sexual perversion is set forth as the
outstanding characteristic. When you indulgein sexual perversion of any
type for any reason you may be on the road to reprobation whether you
have reached it or not.

Although many sexual deviates justify themselves and continue to
masquerade under afal se cloak of respectability, others make no pretense
as they sink lower and lower into the cesspool of iniquity. Molesters of
children, sadistic cruelty, dope addiction, witchcraft, Satan worship,
defiance of law, crime and unmentionable perversion all liein the path of
the sexual deviate.

IS THERE HOPE?

Although some sexual perverts have, no doubt, been given over to a
reprobate mind and thereisno hopefor them thereishopefor others. Only
the God of all grace knows who these are. For this reason it is not our
prerogative to turn any away that express a desire for help.

Paul saysin| Cor. 6:9-10, “Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not
inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor
idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with
mankind, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor
extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God.”

ItisobviousPaul had referenceto sexual perversionwhen heincluded
in this list of sinners the effeminate and abusers of themselves with
mankind. But thank God he goes on to say in verse 11, “And such were
someof you: but yearewashed, but yeare sanctified, but yearejustifiedin
the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God.”
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Beyond ashadow of doubt God had delivered and saved someof these
Corinthians from sexual perversion. Yes there is hope for the sexual
deviateif hedesireshelp and will turnto the Lord Jesus Christ. Praise God
theblood of Jesus Christ cleansesfromall sinincluding sexual perversion.
| John 1.7.
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LOVE

Ephesians 5:25. “Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also
loved the church, and gave himself for it.”

Although we have said much about love elsewhere in the subject on
“Sex,” it seems that a more exhaustive treatment of the subject is
necessary. After all issaid and done, loveistheonething that isabsol utely
necessary. Without loveitiswell nigh impossiblefor a coupleto succeed
in marriage.

This is especially true in this day of over emphasis of physical
attraction and sex. Of all the virtues and qualities of character that we
might mention, love alone will hold people together. For this reason we
certainly need to know what love really is.

Although sex isimportant, apart from love it is base and animalistic.
Love must be mutually real for two people to experience true sexual
satisfaction. The harmony of hearts and minds as a result of love based
upon honor and respect for each other is absolutely necessary. Not only
must sexual desire be gratified during intercourse but the mind, the heart
or the spirit of the persons must experience satisfaction also.

Ilicit sex or sex without true love violates these principles and makes
itimpossiblefor acoupleto achievetrue sexual harmony. Anything that a
man does or heeds to do, whether physical or spiritual, is governed by
certain God-given principles. Consequently it has to be done right or in
accordance with these principles.

In the final analysis the privilege and enjoyment of sex is not just
physical but spiritual also.

It isthetestimony of many coupleswho married in unbelief that their
sex life was revolutionized after coming to Christ. After salvation, sex
became a sacred and blessed experience with spiritual significance. They
not only becamethankful to God for the privilege of sex but experienced a
fuller and more compl ete satisfaction inthe sexual union. The sanctifying
presence of God makes a differencein all things including sex.
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MANY TYPES OF LOVE

Althoughtherearemany wordstranslated “love” intheBible, thelove
we are concerned about hereistrue conjugal love, or the love that aman
and woman must have for each other if their marriage is to succeed.
Conjugal loveisbased upon many factorsthat cause aman and woman to
beideally suited for each other.

However, it might be well to consider some of the various types of
love mentioned in the Bible. For example, three types of love are
mentionedin Il Timothy 3. Paul speaksof menwho areloversof their own
selves, lovers of pleasures and lovers of God. In each instance the word
“lovers’ came from adifferent Greek word.

Thereisalovewhich meansto befond of and can apply to aperson or
an object. There is also a fleshly or carnal love which is based upon
physical attraction or the tie of kinship such as the Pharisees had for their
own. And lastly, there is adeep abiding love that endures and overcomes
such asistranslated charity in | Corinthians 13.

But our question hereis, “What kind of love does it take to build a
marriage?’ It isevident from acasual observation that many do not have
this type of love. The breakup of marriages and divorces is ample
testimony that this type of love islacking in many marriages.

Yet many couples say during their courtship and early days of
marriage that they are madly inlove. Later on these same people cometo
literally despise each other.

This usually happens after they live together awhile and come to see
each other’ sfaults. Being ignorant of their true condition, thisresultsina
conflict of personalities with each blaming the other. With neither the
wisdom nor the desire to work their problems out, separation and divorce
arethe inevitable result.

MUST HAVE FOUNDATION

Much of thiscould beavoidedif couplesdesiring marriage knew what
lovereally isand would take sufficient time to come to know each other.
The saying that love is blind is false; conjugal love must have a basis or
foundationif itisto endure when thetrialsbegin to come. In the matter of
salvation or coming to Christ, Jesus said, we must dig deep and build our
spiritual houseupontherock if itisto stand when the stormsbeginto come
against it. Matt. 7:24-27. In Luke 14:28-30, Jesus gave us a parabl e about
counting the cost beforewebeginto build. If thisistrueof spiritual things,
how much moreisit necessary concerning marriage.
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Although conjugal love cannot be compared to God's love, it must
exceed all other earthly ties. Jesus said, “For this cause (conjugal love)
shall aman |leavefather and mother, and cleaveto hiswife.” Mark 10:7.

The union of man and woman is atype of the union of Christ and his
church. Failureto understand and count the cost iswhy so many marriages
goontherocks. Mere professorsof Christianity fail because notrueunion
is ever effected between them and Christ. Marriages, likewise, fail
because thereis never atrue marital union effected between the man and
the woman.

MANY SUBSTITUTES

Many thingsother than love have been responsiblefor drawing people
together. Sometimes it is infatuation which is defined as intense
unreasoning passion or desire. Suddenly you are overwhelmingly
attracted to a person whom you may know very little about.

Infatuation may betheresult of any number or combinationsof things
in both partiesthat causesthemto be so powerfully attracted to each other.
This situation is often referred to as love at first sight. After a more
thorough look, love at first sight may turn into hate.

Infatuation is often the result of physical attraction or personality
impression. First impressions of people can befalseor very misleading. It
is not always a deliberate effort on the part of either sex to attract and
deceive, they are simply trying to make the best impression they can.
Although there are always some charl atans out to deceive and seduce, itis
normal for those interested in the opposite sex to put on their best front.

Though isit possible for infatuation to develop into true love after a
period of time, infatuation in itself is not love.

The great need in such cases is for the couple to go together long
enough to really get to know each other. It iseasy for peopleto beinlove
by way of long distance. As the saying goes “familiarity breeds
contempt.” Couplesneed to betogether with their eyesand earsopenlong
enough to see the real person.

Some marry to get away from home and the dominion of their parents.
Marriageto them seemsto beaway of escapefrom parental correctionand
restraint. In many instances the problem isin them and not their parents.
Although most parentsareat fault to somedegreeinraising their children,
itisagreat mistake to think that marriage will solve the problem.

Many marry because they are in love with love. They have romantic
illusions about love, marriage and sex. Someone comes along and they
simply make that person the center of their dream. Too often this type of
love turnsinto a marital nightmare.
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Still others want a husband or a wife with all the trimmings that go
with married life. They want a home, security, companionship and sex.
They don’'t necessarily have to be madly in love, just physically
acceptable and able to fill the bill.

Othersmarry for money, social prestige, or ulterior motives. Tothem,
marriageis secondary to their own selfish aspirations. In spite of the fact
that people marry for many reasons who are not truly in love, some
actually come to love each other in the process of time.

However thisis certainly no recommendation that people marry for
any of thesereasons. Many of their marriagesaredoomedtofail in process
of time. All it takes is sufficient time to see each other’ s faults.

Althoughthereisno real love between them, some couplesmanageto
livetogether for varying lengths of time. Thisisbecause of mutual benefit
or other common interests. It may be because of children, religion,
positions or advantage or other factors. However, like the wall built with
untempered mortar (Ezekiel 13:10-11), they are subject to fall when the
storm comes.

ONLY BASIS FOR MARRIAGE

The only real reason for marriage is love. As said elsewhere in this
subject on “Sex”, loveis not some sensel ess mystical force that suddenly
hitsyou like athunderbolt. Love, like everything else, must have abasis.
Charming ways, physical attraction and sex appeal might all be present
but thisin itself is not love nor the basis for marriage.

It is my conviction that people marrying in unbelief or out of Christ
have far less chance of success in marriage. This also includes nominal
Christianity or mere professors. Without God, who islove (I John 4:8), it
isdifficult to love someone. The natural man istoo often motivated by his
own selfish and depraved nature.

This is also the reason sex is often the ruling factor in marriage.
Beyond doubt, this is the greatest thing that draws man and woman
together. Thisisasit should be. God created the two sexes so they would
beattracted to each other. But he al so gave them wisdom to not beruled by
the sex urge alone. Thereis certainly nothing wrong with sex providing a
couplehaveagenuinelovefor each other. And thislove must betheresult
of many intangible qualities that make them suited for each other.

BEGINNING OF LOVE

Thequestionis, how does conjugal |ove begin? It startsin the heart of
the person who has the capacity to love and be loved. Love is not just a
desire for awoman that you call awife who supplies your sex, has your
children, keeps your house and cooks your meals.
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Neither islove the desire for aman you call husband, who gives you
hisname, bringsinthegroceriesand suppliesyour sexual need. Thedesire
for aman or woman called husband or wife who supplies the physical or
material necessities of lifeisnot love. Love hasto have a more enduring
foundation than sexual gratification and the creature comforts of life.

TRUE LOVE

Love, aswe have said elsewhere, is a two way street. It must be an
unselfish desireto giveaswell asreceive. Trueconjugal loveinvolvesthe
whol e personalities of two people — not just any two people but the man
and awoman who are uniquely suited for each other, suited for each other
by the many intangible and complex qualitiesthat make them the persons
they are. These qualities have to be such that they cause the two to blend
together and make one complete whole.

With the capacity to love and be loved, it is a matter of finding the
person that God has made whose life can become one with yours. In the
process of searching and finding that one person you can truly love, the
woman should never bethe aggressor. Thisiscontrary to divineprinciple.
Being atype of the Church, the woman should be more timid and reticent
thanaman. | Peter 3:1-6. Theman, being the head of thewoman, should be
the leader and the more aggressive of the sexes.

Although the woman may be attracted to the man first in recognizing
in himthetype of man shecouldfall inlovewith, she should modestly and
discreetly wait for him to notice her.

As Christ takes the initiative in wooing and winning his bride, the
Church, the man should take the initiative in wooing and winning his
bride, the woman. | John 4:19 says, “We love him because he first loved
us.” Itiswhenwelearn of hislove, hisconcern and carefor usthat welove
him. In like manner the woman with the capacity to love and be loved,
respondsto thelove of the man. In his seeking, the manisnot just looking
for awoman with a beautiful body or a cook, housekeeper or companion
but awoman with spiritual, mental and physical qualitiesthat causehimto
love her.

A man can beinlovewith awoman’ s spirituality or moral virtues. He
can be in love with her mind or intelligence. He can love her
companionship because they understand and are able to communicate
with each other. He can be in love with her sentiments or emations. In
addition to honor and respect, plus the ability to communicate, a couple
must need each other and feel needed.

As the man expresses his love to and for the woman, she simply
respondsto hislove. With the capacity to loveaswell asbeloved, her love
deepensand growsfor the man as she comesto know and understand him.
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His love, likewise, deepens and grows for her as he comes to know and
understand her better.

LOVE IS NOT BLIND

Thisisthegreat reason why acouple should really cometo know each
other before considering marriage. If they will take their time and keep
their eyes and ears open, they will discover whether it is really love or
something else.

However loveis more than asum total of certain qualitiesresiding in
two people. Compatibility, communication, moral virtues, and physical
attraction help form a specific personality but they are no guarantee of
love. Although these things are important there might actually be certain
negativefactorsthat arejust asimportant in bringing two peopletogether.
The person you fall in love with might not be attractive or desirable to
others but they are the only one for you.

GREATEST MANIFESTATION OF LOVE

Perhaps the greatest manifestation of conjugal love is the unselfish
desireto maketheobject of your love happy. Onthepart of theman, hehas
atender longing desireto shelter, providefor and protect hislady love. On
the part of thewoman, shewantsto pleasethemanin her lifeand makehim
happy. Their greatest joy and happinessisto betogether and seethe other
happy. This desire to make each other happy is the result of mutual
admiration and respect plustheknowledgethat they both need each other.

Real love is not self-centered and just interested in its own
gratification. Although all normal human beings desire to be appreciated
and loved, true love is more concerned about the other party than itself. |
cannot over emphasizethefact that two peopleinlovefeel needed by each
other and have an intense desire to meet that need. When apart, their
thoughtsand concern are about the other and they long and look forward to
thetimewhen they can betogether. Whentogether they experienceajoy, a
peace, arest, a strength and a completeness they do not have with any
other human being. Thisis because they have become one. Thisislove.
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THE HONEYMOON

Hebrews 13:4. “Marriageis honourable in all, and the bed undefil ed:
but whoremongers and adulterers God will judge.”

In our treatment of the subject of sex it certainly seems appropriate
that some analysis of a newly wed couple’s sexual problems should be
considered. It is usually the honeymoon where they begin to learn about
each other inasexual sense. Thisiswherethemarriagebed begins. Thisis
the long awaited climax of their courtship and love for each other.

At least this is where their first experience together in sexual union
should take place. | might add this should be the moral rule for all
regardless of whether it’ stheir first marriage or sexual experience. Newly
married couples, regardless of their past experiences, have certain
adjustments to make.

As is brought out elsewhere in our writings there are many sexual
mythsthat have to be dispelled through truth. It is on the honeymoon that
newlyweds haveto cometo gripswith the sexual mythsthey have cometo
believe. Some are frustrated and greatly disappointed when their
honeymoonfailsto bring the sexual blissand happinessthey anticipated.

Sexual mythsor mental hang-upsare simply wrong thinking or wrong
believing. Early sexual frustration can lead to greater mental hang-ups
that will continue to hinder sexual harmony and bliss long after the
honeymoon isover. Thisis caused by ignorance on the part of one or both
the bride and groom.

MAN THE HEAD

Man as head of the woman is atype of Christ, the head of the Church
which is hisbody. Even as Christ through love, patience, and truth takes
the initiative in working with his body the Church, so should the man in
helping his wife sexually. It is my conviction that the man is more
responsible than the woman in making a success of marriage including
their sex life.

God did not make man the head of the woman by accident any more
than he made Christ the head of the Church by accident. | Cor. 11:3. By
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virtue of hiscreation manisthe stronger vessel. Although we are aware of
the spirit at work today to eliminate this God-ordained distinction
between the man and thewoman, thisdifferenceremains. | Peter 3.7 says,
“Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with them according to knowledge, giving
honour unto the wife, as unto the weaker vessel, and as being heirs
together of the grace of life: that your prayersbe not hindered.” Thissame
order is confirmed by Paul in| Tim. 2:9-15.

Thefact that this principleisnot understood nor honored by much of the
world does not eliminateit. Our purpose hereisnot to convert theworld on
thisissue but to help those who sincerely desire truth that will help themin
their marriage and sex life. Everyone will profit by obedience to divine
principle whether they are a Christian or not.

Man, as the head of the woman, is endowed by his creator with greater
strength both physically and intellectually. Generally speaking the man has
more discernment, greater will power, courage and initiative than the
woman. Although there are varied exceptionsto these qualitiesinmen, itis
these general characteristics that enable them to take their place as leader
and head of the woman. In reference to Melchisedec (type of Christ)
blessing Abraham, Hebrews 7:7 says, “And without all contradiction the
less is blessed of the better.” Likewise the woman, in the subordinate
position, should be blessed by her head the man.

In contrast to these qualitiesin the man, thewoman, asaresult of being
theweaker vessel, ismorefearful, timid and lessdiscerning. Thisiswhy she
is the helpmeet instead of the head. Genesis 2:18. This is also why it is
necessary for the man and the woman to assume their God-given placesin
themarriageunion. Thisinitself isthe beginning of successin marriageand
subsequent sexual harmony.

In taking the initiative man must exercise patience, love and moral
constraint and not force or coercion. Thefact that the man is stronger and
more aggressive and the woman is weaker and more timid does not
eliminate this God-ordained method. Eph. 5:25-33, | Peter 3:7.

Christ, thehead, isalwayssufficient and available. Thereisnolack on
hispart. But the Church, hisbody, hasto be aroused and prepared. Faithis
necessary before she can respond to hiswooing. Therefore faith must be
ministered to her through love, the Word and the Holy Spirit. Rom. 10:17.
She has to be quickened or made alive (conscious) of hislove for her.

MUST BE PREPARED

This same principle applies to the man in regard to the woman. M ost
men are quickly excited and ready for sexual intercourse. But thisisnot so
of most women. Although she is more sensitive than the man in many
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ways, God made her far less aggressive and sexually excitable than the
man. She hasto be patiently and carefully prepared for sexual response.

More fearful and easily intimidated than the man, conditions have to
be just right before she is able or feels free to yield herself in sexual
intercourse. Although the woman is more subject to such distraction, this
isalsotrueof theman. Sincethe mind controlsthevariousfunctionsof the
body, including man’s and woman's sexual organs, there must be
complete mental concentration for sexual union. As we have said
elsewhere, sex is more psychological than physical.

Here again we have atype of principle that must be honored. Man is
saved by faith and faith cometh by hearing. Eph. 2:8-9, Rom. 10:17. What
a person believes brings him into union with God. Works or
corresponding action is the result of his faith. Likewise there must be
mental and physical preparation before sexual union can be effected.

PRIVACY NEEDED

To facilitate this a young married couple should get away from
friends, relatives and acquaintances where they can have those first few
daysof married lifein privacy. The Lord himself recognizes the need for
newly wed couples to have this time of adjustment and coming to know
each other as man and wife. Deut. 24:5 says, “When aman hath taken a
new wife, he shall not go out to war, neither shall he be charged with any
business: but he shall befree at home oneyear, and shall cheer up hiswife
which he hath taken.”

This need for privacy on the honeymoon where they can feel free to
give vent to their love and desire for each other is very necessary. Along
with this there should also be time and opportunity for wholesome
entertainment sandwiched in between their love making. Going and doing
somethingstogether will enhance the honeymoon and their first few days
together as man and wife.

PHYSICAL ATTRACTION IMPORTANT

Needlessto say thesefirst daystogether are very important and many
timesvital to the future success of their marriage. Each should be at their
very best in physical appearance and cleanliness. This includes looking
good, acting good and smelling good. Song of Solomon 4:10 says, “How
fair is thy love, my sister, my spouse! how much better is thy love than
wine! and the smell of thine ointments than all spices.”

Thebridegroom speaksof the physical loveof hisbrideasbeing better
than the love of wine and the smell of her ointments than all spices. This
has reference to perfume and her physical loveliness which has an
intoxicating effect upon the bridegroom. These things help to
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psychologically prepare a couple where they can say, “Thou art al fair,
my love, there isno spot in thee.” Song of Solomon 4:7.

With privacy and conditions conducive to sexual relationship, the
next thing in order is mental and physical preparation.

This is accomplished through tender endearments and physical
expressions of love and passion for each other. Intimate love making
which comes naturally for most young people is the means ordained of
God to prepare minds and bodies for sexual union. The natural love of a
man and woman is atype of the spiritual love of Christ and the Church.

The spiritual love of Christ and his bride the Church isforeshadowed
by the natural love of the bridegroom and his bride in Song of Solomon.
Song of Solomon 1:2 says, “L et him kiss mewith the kisses of his mouth:
for thy loveisbetter than wine.” Verse 13 of chapter one says, “A bundle
of myrrh is my well beloved unto me; he shall lie al night betwixt my
breasts.”

Using symbolic language, this entire book sets forth the love and
desire of the bridegroom and bride for each other. Although it typifies
spiritual love it uses physical terms which natural man would readily
understand. Thisisaccomplished by pointing to and extolling the various
partsof the human body. Head, eyes, hands, hair, teeth, lips, cheeks, belly,
feet, navel, mouth, neck, legs, thighs and breasts are al referred to. In
summation chapter 7 verses 6 and 7 says, “How fair and how pleasant art
thou, O love, for delights. Thisthy statureis like to a palm tree, and thy
breasts to clusters of grapes.”

It will be noticed in verse seven that the word “stature” is used,
doubtless referring to the physical whole. Thisis becauseit is the overall
physical attribute of the sexesthat so powerfully appeals to the senses and
draws them together. Sadly to say, this too often is the ruling factor in
marriage.

Itisalso significant that “ breasts’ are mentioned eight times, or more
than any other part of the body. Thisis because the woman'’ s breasts are
the most obvious part of her body that distinguishes her from the man.
Fully developed breasts are asign of feminine maturity or thefact that she
isready for marriage and subsequent physical love.

Thistruthis confirmed in chapter eight, verse eight, where the writer
says, “Wehavealittlesister, and she hath no breasts: what shall we do for
our sister intheday when she shall be spokenfor?”’ Itisbecause of thisthat
young ladies are very concerned and, | might add, proud when their
breasts begin to develop and fill out. They desire this distinguishing mark
of femininity which is nature’s way of saying, | am ready for courtship,
marriage and love. Thisiswhy so much effort ismade to makethewoman
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appear to have afull bosom. Thisis also why many with well-developed
breasts like to wear low neck, breast revealing dresses.

SEXUAL STIMULATION

Even as sex wasn't created just for reproduction, neither were the
woman' s breasts made only to nursetheinfant. The breasts are abeautiful
part of the woman’s body and actually linked to her sexuality, physically
and psychologically. Thisiswhy thewoman’ sbreasts are associated with
sex in her own mind and also the mind of the man.

God intended for it to be that way. Thisisalso why in preparation for
sexual union along with general love making, the woman’s breasts are a
chief source of sexual stimulation.

Although physically mature men and women are potentially capable
of indulging in and enjoying sex, it is mental preparation through love
making that actually triggers the chemistry of their bodies and prepares
them for sexual intercourse. Careful preparation is even more necessary
with the woman who is atype of Christ’s body the Church. Thistruthis
borne out by medical science which says, “there must be mental or
emotional excitement which conveys its message to the woman’ s sexual
apparatus.”

Thisresultsin acongestion of her sexual organswith blood causing a
swelling of the clitoris which becomes extremely sensitive to the touch
and friction. This also results in a release of lubricating fluid by the
Bartholen’ sglands necessary to facilitateingress of the male member into
the vagina. Simultaneous with this, the entrance of the vaginarelaxesin
order not to impede the entrance of the penis.

Theclitorisisasmall organinthewoman’ svaginacapableof erection
comparable to the male penis. It is through repeated contact of the penis
and theclitoristhat sexual excitement isintensified until thereisaclimax
resulting in orgasm. Without proper mental preparation there can be no
sexual excitement. Without sexual excitement there can be no erection of
the penis or the clitoris. And of course without this there can be no
intercourse nor subsequent sexual gratification.

Throughthisweare madeto see how man’ smind affectsand regul ates
thechemistry of hisbody. Although thisissomewhat of atangent fromthe
subject we are studying here, | must add, all emotional stress affects the
chemistry of our body in some manner. This can be negative or positive
resulting in good or bad effect upon us. Surely we are “fearfully and
wonderfully made...” Psalms 139:14. | am persuaded this scripture has
reference to the whole man and not just his body.

What aperson believes not only influences the chemistry of hisbody,
but also regulates or governshisentirelifein words, deeds, and emotions.
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Although our subject here is designed to promote sexual harmony and
happinessthis principle appliesto every area of man’slife, both spiritual
and physical. Proverbs 3:6-8, 4.20-22, 17:22.

MEN NEED WISDOM

How greatly we need men with the wisdom of God to take their place
as head of the woman. Beyond doubt ignorance and a lack of love and
patience on the part of the man is responsible for many sexual problems
that lead to marital troublesand many timesdivorce. Andlikewisethereis
aneed for the woman to be cooperative and patient.

Sincethewomanisby nature moretimid and fearful, she needsgentle
loving assurance from her husband. Comparable to Christ ministering to
the Church, she needs faith to respond and cooperate in sexual union.
More subject to have mental hang-ups than the man it takes wisdom and
patience to dispel her fears and prepare her for the marriage bed.

Above all the husband should never be critical or negative toward his
wife concerning their sexual relations. A positive attitude with patient
encouragement will work wonders with a timid or fearful wife. Thisis
especially true during the time a new couple is getting adjusted to each
other sexually. Infact thisisagood ruleto practiceregardless of how long
a couple has been married.

Regardless of past sexual experiences every new couple has to
become adjusted to each other. Thistakestime, patience and cooperation.
If the bride is avirgin the groom needs to be especially gentle and easy
withher. Itisalsowiseto usealubricant in the beginning and after normal
relations are achieved, if necessary. If the bride is the least bit fearful or
reluctant, the groom should be considerate and wisely wait. When this
happens the process of courtship should be resumed until the bride is
ready for sexual relations.

Even though you arelegally married when the vows are made and the
minister or official pronounces you man and wife, biological marriageis
not consummated until sexual union and harmony by both manand wifeis
experienced.

VIRGINS

Where the bride is a virgin, the hymen of the young wife will
occasionally present real difficulty. Itissoresistant in someinstancesthat
considerable effort may be necessary to break it. In rare cases it may
requirethe help of aphysicianinremoving thisobstruction. Thehymenis
the seal that God, in creation, has placed upon a woman’s virginity.
Occasionally therewill be some pain and there may be slight bleeding asa
result of the first union.
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In such casesthe greatest of care should be taken, and the wife, by all
means, granted the privilege of being the active party. An aggressive
intensive husband can, at such a time, hurt a sensitive, frightened and
unprepared wife. This can lead to fear of sex and mental hang-ups by the
wife that may wreck their marriage before it gets started. Where thereis
any problem at all, the husband should let the wife be the aggressor while
he, with infinite patience and tenderness, remains her gentle lover subject
to her slightest whim.

With respect to the hymen being infallible proof of the bride’'s
virginity, thegroom needsto understand that thisisnot necessarily so. Itis
commonly known that many virgins havelost the hymen dueto horseback
riding, athletic or other physical activities. Ignorance of these facts has
been the cause of unjust accusations and jealousy by the husband.

PATIENCE AND COOPERATION

With love, time and patience, there should be no reason for the
average couple not having a normal and gratifying sexual relationship.
Sex, likelove, isatwo-way street. It takes cooperation on the part of both
partiesto havereal sexual harmony. Thisisasnecessary for thewife asit
isfor the husband. Even asit is necessary for members of Christ’ sbody to
cooperate with Christ, their head, if they are to be blessed.

Physical cooperation helps both parties to concentrate mentally,
which is necessary to shut out distracting thoughts that hinder sexual
union. Both partners must be wholeheartedly involved in giving
themselvesto each other; without thisitislikefaith without works. James
2:17.

Cooperation brings concentration, concentration brings faith and
faith brings results.

Unlike the man, the woman can remain passive or pretend. But the
man cannot because normal sexual intercourse is impossible without
erection of the male member. This, of course, makes the woman
completely dependent on the man even as the Church is dependent on
Christ.

However sex isnever completeor fully satisfyingif either party isnot
fully cooperating with each other and enjoying the relationship. Sex, like
love and every good thing that God created for man, isto be shared. Lack
of mutual enjoyment has an adverse psychological effect on both parties
and can lead to serious marital problemsif not corrected.

EXPERIMENTATION HELPFUL

Until a couple becomes adjusted to each other and achieve sexual
harmony, itisperfectly normal to do alittle experimenting asto technique
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or position. No two peopleare exactly alikeand what might work finewith
one couple might not with another. The important thing is to find the
position or techniquethat isbest for both man and wife. Weare not by any
means suggesting sexua perversion but simply a change of position
which might help one or both to achieve amore compl ete physical union.

Even after a couple becomes adjusted to each other a change of
position sometimes breaks the monotony of the usual form or routine and
resultsinanew sexual adventure. Although the changemay not bedesired
permanently, it does serve to give variety which can enhance the sexual
union.

Change of position al so causes each partner to contributeto the sex act
inanew and different way. Thisis sometimes psychologically good asit
requires a specia effort of mental concentration as well as physical
cooperation. Since it is so vitally important that the mind be completely
involved during intercourse, a change of position may greatly facilitate
this need. The enjoyment of sex is a beautiful, undefiled, God-given
experience provided for mankind. Although it is to be enjoyed in the
private intimacy of the bedroom, it is nothing to be ashamed of by man or
woman.
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THE MYTH OF SEX

Isaiah 60:2, “For, behold, thedarkness shall cover the earth, and gross
darkness the people...”

Our text may seem strange to be used in connection with the subject
we are dealing with here. But let’s not forget the darkness referred to
would include al things affecting mankind, both spiritual and physical.
This, of course, would also include sex which God created for the good of
mankind.

Immediately someone will say, “You are wrong, sex isnho myth, it's
real.” When we refer to sex as a myth we are not talking about sex in its
truelight or proper perspective, but sex asis seen and understood by many
people. Infact, | would say the vast mgjority of society today mistakenly
believes many myths or illusions about sex that do not exist.

God created sex as ameans of bringing man and woman together ina
physical and spiritual union, symbolic of Christ and his union to the
church which is his body.

In creation God meant for sex to serve a purpose, beneficial for
mankind. He likewise made it to be apleasure and delight to be mutually
shared by both sexes. Thisisespecially truewhenthetwo peopleknow the
Lordand arefree of themany mental hang-upsthat hinder sexual union.

Because of the joy and thrill of sex, it has played a vital and most
important rolein the history of man. Without it there would be no history
of man and nothing to bring man and woman together in such an intimate
relationship.

Because of theimportance of sex, Satan has distorted itstrue purpose
and meaning by many illusionsor mythsthat do not exist. Like everything
elsethat God hascreated for good, Satan hasused sex to servehisown evil
cause. To do this he has blinded the minds of men through many myths
that can only bedispelled by truth. When Jesus said, “...Y e shall know the
truth, and the truth shall make you free,” (John 8:32) he had reference to
sexual myths aswell asall others.

Very few would deny theimportance of sex inthelivesof most human
beings. Aswe have said el sewhere, the sex driveisafact of life, areality
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that we cannot ignore. Wefurther admit that it isindeed the greatest factor
that draws men and women together. Because of the power and influence
of sex it has, from ancient times, literally been worshipped and has
become an idol to man. The Latin goddess Venus was absorbed by the
Greek Aphrodite and became known as the goddess of love.

OVEREMPHASIS

Because of this, sex has been exploited, overemphasized and
magnified all out of proportion to reality. This maniaand myth about sex
has greatly affected many areas of human life and conduct.

Although today’s society is perhaps far more learned and
sophisticated than any beforeit, we see evidence of thisworship of sex on
every hand. The human body, especially thewoman's, isasymbol for sex.
Clothing manufacturers design their clothes to make the person look
sexier. Most entertainment, including the movies, stage, popular songs
and even athletic contests, exploit sex in some manner. The night clubs
and taverns have their topless dancers and go-go girls. Baser forms of
sexually oriented entertainment are pornographic literature and X-rated
movies which are available in most cities. Even toothpaste is advertised
on the basis of sex appeal.

This might not be so bad if it didn’t result in the eclipse of the total
human personality and proper relationship of man and woman to each
other. It hasresulted in both sexestrying towalk, talk, dress, smell and act
sexy. Thisis especially true of the woman who is more of a sex symbol
than the man.

Thethingwe need to understand isthat God himself hasdifferentiated
between the sexes in making man and woman different in their creation.
The femininity of the woman in contrast to the masculinity of the manis
obvious in her physical appearance, voice and bodily movements. To
enhancethis, the Lord hasdecreed adifferencein dress, length of hair and
divine position with respect to each other.

This normal, God ordained difference in creation plus a modesty in
the decreed differencein dress, hair and divineorder issufficient to attract
the opposite sex. | personally believe thisrule of chaste moderationis, in
the ultimate sense, more attractive than the gaudy, flesh revealing
overemphasis of sex through other means. God intends for somethingsto
be | eft to our imagination and the bedroom.

The idea that outward appearance of being sexy readly turns the
opposite sex on isamyth so far as many people are concerned. To those
who respect and appreciate modesty, it isgaudy, cheap and vain. Thetrue
beauty and attraction of sex losesits God given appeal when cheapenedin
such manner.
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Above all things, we need to realize that sex isn’'t everything. This
exploitation and glorification of sex is the cause of many myths and
especially ablindness toward other important factors that has resulted in
tragic results.

OFTEN DECEPTIVE

The outward appearance of being sexy and true sexuality are often far
apart. There is as much difference in looking sexy and true sexuality as
there isin playing doctor and being a doctor. Some of the glamour girls
and boys that appear so sexually exciting might indeed be a colossal
failureinreality. If thetruth were known, some of Hollywood’ s so-called
sex pots and male examples of virility have been anything but sexual. On
the other hand, many who are not so physically attractive are often more
sexually passionate than more physically beautiful types of humanity.

This false impression of sexuality has resulted in the same sexual
standard for everyone regardless of what they really are. Sooner or later
many discover to their sorrow, that their illusion of sex beingtheansweris
amyth. Indeed sex isn’t the answer to everything.

Whether we recognizeit or not, men’sand women’ s capacity for sex,
likeeverything else, varies. Thefact that their sexual appetiteisn’t asgreat
as others doesn’t mean they are less virile or sexual. Nor does it
necessarily mean thereis something wrong with them. No doubt, Paul had
thisin mind when he said, “ For | would that all menwereevenas| myself.
But every man hath his proper gift of God, one after this manner, and
another after that.” 1 Cor. 7:7.

Paul knew that men and women were made different in their creation,
physically, mentally and sexually. No doubt he aso understood the
influence of environment in molding them into unique and specific
personalities. Understanding this, he knew that you cannot impose the
same sexual standard upon everyone. Because of this and many other
factors, people need to be very careful and deliberate in their choice of a
mate.

Asaresult of prayerful and studied consideration, itismy opinion that
the various factors or intangible qualities that contribute to the whole
personality of a man or woman determine their sexuality.

Since the mind or brain regulates or controls the various functions of
the human body, itisagiant step toward sexual harmony when we operate
on the same wave length in our thought life. Thisisnot saying that aman
and woman have to be exactly the same in temperament and personality,
because no two people are exactly alike. We can still be compatible and
vary in our weaknesses and strengths as well as other things. There are
always adjustments that have to be made.
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Compatibility is the result of common interests and the ability to
understand and communi cate with each other. It isthrough thismeansthat
two people are able to make up the lack in each other’s life and thus
become one flesh. Every person is so constituted by creation and
environmental influence that he needs a specific type person to
complement his or her life. Being a Christian and believing that God has
left nothing to chance. It is my conviction that God will lead us to that
specific person if we will wait on him.

Man and woman are made to love and be loved. Sinceloveisnot just
some mystical force or feeling there must be a means of expressing this
love toward each other. Each must feel needed and thus make a
contribution to each other’ slife. Thisistheway loveisexpressed and our
need for each other is met.

Sex and physical attraction aloneis no substitute and cannot possibly
make up for the lack in thisarea of our lives. It has been proven over and
over againthat even sex losesitsappeal and power to hold peopletogether
where thereisalack of compatibility and communication.

Thereason for thisis because our minds are adversely affected when
compatibility and communication are lacking. Sex is more psychol ogical
than it isphysical. Lack of compatibility leads to wrong mental attitudes
which in turn lead to sexual problems between a couple. We don't just
marry a person’s body, we marry the whole human personality. This
includes many intangible qualities such as intelligence, patience,
sensitivity, kindness, understanding, ability to communicate, courageand
faith. And | must also add you marry the whole human personality that
may be lacking in these qualities.

Toignorethese factors and marry someoneincompatibleto your own
personality and way of life usually leads to marital shipwreck and tragic
results. Thiswill happenin spite of the powerful physical attraction or sex
appeal which so many mistake for love. It isindeed a myth to think that
such love (sex) is all sufficient to make people happy and successful in
marriage.

MANY MYTHS

Thisfalse premium put upon sex isresponsible for leading immature
people, including many teenagers, into wrong marriagesandillicit sexual
relationships.

Sexual intercourse to some is a false hope of solving nonsexual
problems. Through this means many poor souls who feel unloved,
neglected and lonely seek acceptance and love. Whilein the arms of their
sexual partner they imagine they have found the warmth, the love and
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acceptance their hearts cry out for. This, of course, is another myth they
will soon discover to their sorrow.

Still other insecure people use sex as a means of proving their
femininity or masculinity. Instead of winning respect and acceptance on
the ground of personality and accomplishment they resort to sex. The
person who doesn’t have the personality and success of accomplishment
to prove these things will also find that his substitute of sex is a myth.

The weakest and most vain human beings are usually capable of
indulging in sex. Even animals with low intelligence and without
conscience are created with a capacity for sex. | might also add that some
human beings, morally lower thanan animal, areusual ly capabl e of sexual
indulgence. Sex, in itself, does not prove anything about a person.

Some embittered souls mistakenly use sex as aweapon of revenge to
get even or punish others. It is hot uncommon for a husband or wife to
engagein an extramarital affair with another woman or man asameans of
revenge. This usually happens, when one or the other feels they are
neglected or not appreciated. Their deceptive reasoning is to get even or
provethat they are desirableto someone el se. |nthe samemanner thisalso
happens between sweethearts or couples going together.

Another way sex is used as a weapon of revenge is by children who
want to punish their parentsfor theway they think they have been treated.
Where children cometo feel they are unjustly treated or restricted during
their childhood they can very well give vent to their inward bitterness by
striking back through illicit sex, alcohol, drugs and crime. | believe that
today’ s generation, in many cases, is an example of this. To use sex asa
weapon of revenge in any manner is another myth that can only bring
disastrous results.

Another myth of sex is caused by false or premature expectations. Due
to the distorted understanding of sex many are greatly disappointed with
their first sexual experiences. Looking for some mystical thrill comparable
to bellsringing, sirens blowing and fourth of July fireworks going off, they
are disappointed when it does not happen.

Thisis especially true in the early days of marriage before a couple
becomes adjusted to each other. Inexperience of the groom, mental
hang-ups and the girl being a virgin, al can contribute to this
disappointment. Lack of sexual gratification in the early stages of
marriage by one or both man and wife are not uncommon. Thisis more
often true in the case of the woman than the man.

Sex, likelove, isatwo way street. Man and woman not only need love
but they must have a means of expressing their love. Sex being the most
intimate relationship between a man and woman can and should be a
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common meeting ground or place of expressing and receiving this love.
Because of this, true sexual harmony is never achieved until there is
mutual enjoyment by the man and the woman in sexual union.

It is a mistake to think that all it takes to have mature sexual
satisfaction is Prince Charming, Lady Fair and a bed. It takes love based
upon honor and respect for each other, mutual cooperation and patienceto
get adjusted to each other. Like success in everything else, sexual bliss
doesnot alwayscomeeasily nor quickly. But eveninthisthe Lord teaches
his people some valuable spiritual lessons.

In their efforts to achieve sexual harmony, newly married couples
should not be ashamed to seek help from the God that created sex in the
beginning. Paul’s advice in Philippians 4:6-7 is good with sexual
problems also. “Be careful for nothing; but in everything by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto
God. And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep
your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.”

Although sex can be afrustrating disappointment in the beginning, it
can through tender loving care and faith become the beautiful experience
God intended it to be. For sheer thrill of physical ecstasy there isnothing
that compareswith sexual union between peopleinlove. Itis, | believe, a
type of spiritual ecstasy and joy that often overwhelms God’ s people as
they approach him in the intimate spiritual relationship of praise and
worship.
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PASSION

James5:17. “ Eliaswasaman subject to like passionsasweare, and he
prayed earnestly that it might not rain: and it rained not on the earth by the
space of three years and six months.”

It is evident from this reference by the Apostle James that God is
encouraging usto havefaith in spite of our carnal natures. Heisletting us
know that the great prophet Elijah, who did many exploits through faith,
was aman of normal passions like we are.

We are using theword passion as atitle for our subject here becauseit
isso commonly used today to denote sexual desireor sexual intensity. The
word occurs only once in the Bible (Acts 1:3) and it has reference to
Christ’s sufferings on the cross.

However, the word passions is used twice (Acts 14:15, James 5:17)
and it has reference to man’s carnal (fleshly) desires or emotions which
aretheresults of the nature heisborn with. It simply appliesto the nature
of man which manifests itself through his emotions. It could be anger,
love, hate, enthusiasm or strong desire for anything. This also includes
Sex.

The use of the word today is often applied to sex. When someoneis
saidto be passionate, it meansthey have an ardent desire or intense sexual
capacity. When the Bible refers to men as being of like passions it is
simply speaking of the various manifestations of their nature including
sexual desire.

COMMON TO ALL

This is a common bond all men share regardless of their faith or
spirituality. This applied to the Apostles and the Prophets, according to
Acts 14:15 and James 5:17, aswell asall other men. Thereisagreat need
that we understand this because of thelegalistic concept that sexual desire
is wicked. Many poor souls are intimidated and brought into great
bondage as a result of such reasoning.

Wrong interpretation of the scripturesisused by legalistic teachersto
intimidate and condemn many that God hasn’'t condemned. Although the
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Lord would have us to know how to possess our vessel in sanctification
and honor (I Thess. 4:3-4), weare, neverthel ess, subject tolike passionsas
all other men.

Recently | was talking to a man who confided to me that he was
greatly tempted by the opposite sex. Thisman, who was divorced and not
welcomein many of the churches, wasin astate of condemnation because
he couldn’t measure up to their legalistic teaching.

LAW CONDEMNS MAN

Such scriptures as Matt. 5:28, where Jesus said, “... whosoever
looketh on a woman to lust after her hath committed adultery with her
aready in his heart” was used to condemn this man. Because of his
divorced status he was considered undesirable for church membership
and an adulterer if he ever married again.

Imposition of any aspect of the law condemns man. It makes manifest
that he is a sinner by nature and practice. He learns what Paul meant in
Rom. 7:18-21, “For | know that in me (that is my flesh) dwelleth no good
thing: for towill ispresent with me; but how to perform that whichisgood
| find not. For thegood that | would | do not: but theevil which | would not,
that | do. Now if | dothat | would not, itisno morel that doit, but sin that
dwelleth in me. | find then a law, that, when | would do good, evil is
present with me.”

CHRIST REDEEMS

All men are transgressors of the law because they are sinners. Sinis
transgression of the law. Thisiswhy it was absolutely necessary for our
sinsto be placed upon Christ and for himto bear thewrath of thelaw onthe
cross. “ Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a
curse for us: for it written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree”
Galatians 3:13.

Until we seethat sin has been condemned in the flesh in the person of
Jesus Christ on the cross, Satan will usethelaw to condemn us. Rom. 8:3.
Itwasonthecrossthat Jesusbecamesinfor us. |1 Cor. 5:21, | Peter 2:24.

It was the cross that destroyed the power of the law to condemn man.
Col. 2:14-15 says, “Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was
against us, whichwascontrary tous, andtook it out of theway, nailingit to
his cross; And having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a shew
of them openly, triumphing over themin it.”

Romans 10:4 says, “For Christ isthe end of the law for righteousness
to everyone that believeth.”
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It is not a matter of law but Christ. “He that believeth on him is not
condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already because he
hath not believed inthe name of theonly begotten Son of God.” John 3:18.

ALL FLESH ALIKE

Having faith and being in Christ does not change our flesh. We still
have the same adamic nature with itsinherent weaknesses and are subject
to like passionsasall other men. Theideathat Christians should never be
tempted nor have an evil thought is very desirable but also very
misleading. | believe all true Christians delight in the law of God after the
inward man, but like Paul, they often find that when they would do good,
evil is present with them. Rom. 7:21.

The weakness of our flesh isareality we cannot escape from until we
learnthat “...by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh bejustified in his
sight...” Rom. 3:20. Measuring ourselves by the law can only bring
condemnation.

This is aso why Jesus imposed the law in all its severity upon the
Scribes and Pharisees (Matt. 5:20, 27-28), who made their boast in the
law. Thisiswhy he spoke as he did in Matt. 5:28. Jesus was not teaching
the law as ameans of justification but simply exposing the self-righteous
condition of the Phariseeswho professed to be keepers of thelaw. Intheir
deluded condition they felt no need of asaviour and indeed rejected their
only hope of salvation in the person of Jesus Christ.

It is because of our inability to keep the law that Christ died for our
sins. Thisis why Paul said, “I do not frustrate the grace of God: for if
righteousness come by the law, then Christ isdead in vain.” Gal. 2:21.

FAITH ONLY

Our reason for expounding thisgreat truth isnot to condone sin but to
show the believer that his standing before God is not the result of keeping
the law or resisting temptation but faith in Christ. We are saved by faith,
we walk by faith and we live by faith. Rom. 5:1, Eph. 2:8-9, 1l Cor. 5:7,
Heb. 10:38-39. In fact without faith it isimpossible to please God. Heb.
11:6. Thisisthe only righteousness we have. Rom. 4:3-8 and 10:4.

God was fully aware of the weakness of the flesh in desiring the
opposite sex. If desiring the opposite sex consigns usto hell, then most of
us will certainly go there. Although we do not condone nor approve of
sexual infidelity, the possibility of fornication or illicit sex is very real.
Thisiswhy Paul said “...to avoid fornication, let every man have hisown
wife, and let every woman have her own husband.” | Cor. 7:2.

This was written to Christians, not unbelievers. In verse nine of this
same chapter the apostle says, “ But if they cannot contain, let them marry:
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for it is better to marry than to burn.” It is very evident from other
transl ationsthat the apostle had referenceto burning with sexual desire.

Let’ s note some other translations:

“For it is better to marry than to be aflame with passion.” RSV.

“1 think it is far better for them to be married than to be tortured by
unsatisfied desire.” Phillips.

“For it better to marry than to burn with passionate desire.” Norlie.

This same principleis brought out in verse 36. “But if any man think
that he behaveth himself uncomely toward his virgin, if she pass the
flower of her age, and need so require, let him do what he will, he sinneth
not: let him marry.”

From an examination of several other translations it is obvious this
verse also has reference to the time when sexual desire becomes such a
great temptation until the man can no longer behave himself properly
toward his female spiritual partner. The ideais brought out in the James
Moffatt and New English Bible translations that the woman is a spiritual
bride or a partner in celibacy.

Although this verse of scripture isto some degree obscure, there are
two outstanding thoughts worth mentioning here. It is obvious that a
spiritual relationship or union between the man and the woman already
existed. The woman is likened to a spiritual bride or partner. Their
relationship, though spiritual in its beginning, reaches the place where
sexual desire becomes such aproblem the recommendation of the apostle
isthat they marry.

GOD UNDERSTANDS

Our purpose in bringing these things out is to show that God himself
understandswhat manner of menweare. Luke9:55. Wealsodesiretogive
hope to those who are condemned and intimidated by the carnal nature
that they were born with. It is good to know that, “Like as afather pitieth
his children, so the Lord pitieth them that fear him. For he knoweth our
frame; he remembereth that we are dust.” Psalms 103:13-14.

Manifestation of the sex drive hasalwaysbeen afact of lifeamong al
mankind including God's people. From kings to peasants, all have been
affected. David, a man after God’s own heart and Israel’ s greatest king,
was as weak as other men when it came to sex.

Although he had many wives and concubines, he took another man’s
wife and she became pregnant by him. When his cleverly contrived plan
failed to hide his sin, he had the woman’ s husband sent to the battlefront
and killed. For this great sin David had to reap all the days of hislife. 11
Sam.12:10.

-67 -



Chapter 9

David’ sgreat sin wasnot because of another woman or sex. Under the
practice and culture of the Old Testament God not only permitted a
plurality of wiveshbut also concubines. Inverse8of 1| Samuel 12, thelLord
said he would have given him even more. Hisgreat sin lay in the fact that
he took another man’s wife and had her husband killed.

Solomon’s unfettered desire for the opposite sex, likewise, was a
great source of trouble to him and Israel. The scriptures declare that he
loved many strangewomen. | Kings11:11. Onceagainit wasn't theseven
hundred wives, princesses, and three hundred concubines that Solomon
had. His sin was in going after strange women (foreign women) whom
God had forbidden Israel to marry. These women turned Solomon’ s heart
to their many heathen gods. It isfor this very reason the New Testament
forbids a believer to marry an unbeliever. | Cor. 7:39, |1 Cor 6:14-16.

POLYGYNY

Sex has been a great factor in shaping the history of man, including
God'’ s people. By reason of their creation, the sex drive has always been
more of afactor and problem to men than women. This no doubt was one
of the main reasons for the origin of polygyny or the practice of having
more than one wife. More popularly called polygamy today, it can be
traced to most people of archaic civilization. Beyond doubt the ancient
Hebrews were simply a part of the culture that believed in and practiced
polygyny. This, of course, iswhy this practice was continued as a part of
the culture of God's people during Old Testament times.

Although monogamy (one wife) was always practiced by many
among the Hebrews, aman could, in many circumstances, have aplurality
of wivesand therewas no differencein thelegal status of different wives,
nor was there any limit to the number of wives a man might take.

Polygyny has been found even in Christian Europe. In the middle of
the 6th century Diarmait, king of Ireland, had two queens and two
concubines. Charlemagne had two wives and many concubines; and one
of hislaws seemsto imply that polygyny was not unknown even among
priests.

In later times, Philip of Hesse and Fredrick William Il of Prussia
contracted bigamous marriages with the sanction of the Lutheran clergy.
In 1650, soon after the peace of Westphalia, when the population had been
greatly reduced by the Thirty Years War, the Frankish Kreistag at
Nurenberg passed the resolution that thenceforth every man should be
allowed to marry two women. The Anabaptists and the Mormons have
advocated polygyny with much religious fervor. (Encyclopedia
Britannica, Volume 18, pages 186-187.)
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History records that polygyny has often been practiced when there
was a surplus of marriageable women. One of the great causes of thisis
depl etion of the male popul ation during times of war. Very oftenreligious
groups find themselves with a surplus of marriageable women due to the
lack of maleconvertsand their strict teaching against marrying outsiders.

TIME OF CHRIST

Although monogamy (one wife) seems to be the general practice of
the Jews at the time of Christ, it is my belief that polygyny was still
believed in, if not so widely practiced. At least there is no scriptural
evidenceinthe Old or New Testament where the practice was done away
with or forbidden. However, in the case of Elders, the scriptures
specifically say they areto be “...the husband of one wife...” | Tim. 3:2,
Titus 1:6.

These scriptures are misinterpreted by legalistic teachers as having
reference to all marriages past and present. They consider a person to be
living in adultery if they have been married more than once and their
former mateis still living. They do not understand the great truth that we
are dead to the law by the body of Christ. Rom. 7:4. Thisincludesformer
marriages which were governed by and a part of the same Mosaic law. If
Christ’s death on the cross doesn’t cancel out transgression of the law
through broken marriages then we would have no reason to believe any
other transgression was blotted out. There would certainly be no hopefor
such sinners as are described in | Cor. 6:9-11.

ALL THINGS NEW

They do not understand the great truth that “...old things are passed
away; behold, all things are become new.” 11 Cor. 5:17. All of our past is
blotted out. Thisincludes marriage failures and every other thing donein
unbelief. The way God calls us and saves us is the way we are to stay or
abide. | Cor. 7:20 & 24.

It is my conviction that when Paul said the Elders were to be the
husband of one wife, he had reference to their present marital status and
not marriages of the past. This in itself would strongly suggest that
polygyny was still practiced by some.

Even though most of the Jews practiced monogamy (one wife) the
practice of polygyny (more than one wife) was still part of the culture of
many nations where the gospel was to be preached. Let’ s hot forget also
that Paul was the apostle to the Gentiles. Romans 11:13, 11 Tim. 1:11.

Fact is this has been a problem even in modern times in some places
where missionaries have gone. There have been many instances where
men having morethan onewife have heard the gospel and been converted.

-69 -



Chapter 9

When this happens the family unit, often including numerous children by
the various wives, is alowed to stay together. Generally they are not
allowed to be an Elder or take more wives.

GOD’S BEST

With the revelation of the kingdom of God and the urgency of the
proclamation of the gospel, the Apostle actually says it would be best if
both men and women could remain single and serve the Lord without
distraction. When they cannot contain themselves (sexually) the Apostle
recommends that they marry. To avoid fornication the manisto have his
own wife and the woman her own husband. | Cor. 7:1-2, 8 & 9.

From Paul’s teachings here and other epistles | would say that
monogamy, or onewifeto aman, was God’ sbest for hispeopleduring the
Church age. However, thereis no specific teaching favoring either except
in the case of Elders.

GOD, THE TRUE JUDGE

Theweaknessof theflesh and the power of the sex drivemakethisone
of man’ s most vulnerable weaknesses. Men and women may be strongin
other areas of life and yet very weak when it comesto sex. Evenin sex not
al are alike. Some are very passionate while others are not. What would
overcome one would not overcome another.

Not understanding this, it is easy for one who hasn’t been overcome
by a particular weakness to judge another who has. And yet that same
person may be far more guilty of something else than the one he would
condemn. Only God knows man’ strue state and is able to judge aright. |
Sam. 16:7 says, “...for the Lord seeth not as man seeth; for man looketh on
the outward appearance, but the Lord looketh on the heart.”

An example of thisisthe woman taken in the act of adultery who was
brought to Jesus by the Scribesand Pharisees. Their spirit wasto condemn
thiswoman, using the law of M oseswhich said that such should be stoned
todeath. John 8:3-11, Lev. 20:10, Deut. 22:22. Isn’t it strange the Scribes
and Pharisees didn’t bring the man who was involved? They wanted to
minister death through the law but Jesus ministered life through grace and
truth. “ For thelaw was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus
Christ.” John 1:17.

Until recent years, and in some cases even today, society imposes a
double standard when it comes to sex. Men are more or less expected to
give vent to their sexual desire with little or no reproach. But women
guilty of the same are often branded for life with a stigma of reproach.

Thank God for the grace and truth that came by Jesus Christ. Some of
the Lord’s most devout followers have been fallen women redeemed by
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his marvelous grace. Another example of thisisthe woman who washed
Jesus’ feet. Simon the Pharisee thought that if Jesuswasindeed a prophet
hewouldn’t let such avile woman (unchaste) touch him. But Jesus gladly
received her attention and worship, commending her for loving him very
much. Luke 7:36-50.

Jesus’ rapport with the publicans and sinners was a source of great
indignationto the self-righteous Phariseeswho madetheir boast inthelaw
and felt no need of repentance. Thisisalsowhy Jesussaid, “...verily | say
unto you, that the publicans and the harlots go into the kingdom of God
before you:” Matt. 21:31.

HUMAN NATURE

Surely we need to understand that passion or sexual desireissimply
part of the nature we are born with. With rare exceptions both men and
women are born with sexual desire. It doesn’t take boys or girls long to
discover the fascination and desire for the opposite sex.

When sexual desire has been aroused in a person they long for
gratification. Inthosetoo young to marry they may resort to masturbation.
Thisis more true of boys than girls. For the most part man in the natural
will gratify hissexual desirethrough somemeans. It may be masturbation,
fornication, adultery, or marriage.

A human being goaded by sexual desire can become desperatein his
or her desire for gratification. This accounts for so much illicit sex and
also sexual perversion. Pretending that sex isn’t a factor or that sexual
desire is evil is denial of the very nature that man was created with.
Refusal to honestly and frankly deal with the subject is hypocritical and
foolish. Such an attitude is the cause of great ignorance and much harm,
physically, mentally and spiritually.

DIFFERENCE IN INTENSITY

Althoughwe have already touched on thiselsewhere, thereisneed for
further emphasis due to the great ignorance in this area. The difference
between the man and the woman in their sexual intensity or ability to
respond to the opposite sex must be made plain. Usually thewoman isfar
less aggressive and slower in preparation for intercourse than the man.

Being atype of the Church, thewoman ismoretimid and fearful than
the man. And, as awhole, sex is more intimate and sacred to the woman
than it is to the man. Conseguently she is far more subject to mental
intimidation or hang-upsthanthe man. Lack of proper attitude by theman,
privacy or other fears can completely hinder the woman. | might add that
men also vary in their sexual intensity and some are adversely affected by
conditions.
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However, as head of the woman (I Cor. 11:3) and atype of Christ the
head of the Church, it is the responsibility of the man to lovingly and
patiently prepare his wife for sexual union. She cannot fully enter in or
cooperate until sheisprepared. It istrue some are more quickly prepared
than othersand somefew respond asquickly astheman. But generally this
isnot true of most women. And in some casesitisthemanthatisslow tobe
sexually aroused.

Sex inthenormal sensecan belikened to anormal healthy appetitefor
food. This, no doubt, isthegeneral rule of thumb for most people. But you
do have the two extremes. Some have a sexual appetite that goes beyond
thenormal . For thisreason the husband and thewife should be considerate
of each other’s sexual need.

Although the A postle exhorts the husband and wife not to defraud the
other (I Cor. 7:5), any demanding or unyielding attitude iswrong. There
will be times when each will have to yield or abstain in consideration of
theother. Wherethereisadifferencein sexual desireor intensity, thisgulf
of difference can be greatly reduced or eliminated by mutual
understanding and cooperation.

ONENESS

Itismy conviction that with aproper attitude and patient cooperation,
sexual harmony will be achieved in process of time. This is a divine
principle or law that is set in motion by God himself who ordained that
man and woman become one flesh in the marriage union. But spiritual or
psychological onenesshasto first be operating in acouple beforethey can
indeed become one flesh.

In the same sense that Christ is made one in the Spirit because the
peoplearewilling, pliableand teachable, aman and woman becomeonein
marriage. This oneness or unity of the Spirit is the key to many of our
problems, both spiritual and physical. Thisisthe reason Jesus prayed that
we might “...be made perfect in one...” John 17:23.

Paul also understood the great need for “...the unity of the spirit...”
Eph. 4:3. Man cannot be blessed or accomplish anything until he getshis
thinking straightened out and comesto one mind and purpose. Thisistrue
of the natural realm aswell asthe spiritual. This also appliesto marriage
and sex. Let merepeat againthat sex is, for themost part, psychological.

Psalms 133:1-3 says, “Behold how good and how pleasant it is for
brethren to dwell together in unity! It is like the precious ointment upon
the head that ran down upon the beard, even Aaron’s beard: that went
down to the skirts of hisgarments; Asthe dew of Hermon, and asthe dew
that descended upon the mountains of Zion: for there the Lord
commanded the blessing, even lifefor evermore.” This Psalm beautifully
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expresses the consequent blessings that come as a result of unity.
Although this prefigures spiritual blessingsthat come upon God'’ s people
asaresult of unity, it appliesto natural thingsalso, including sex. Natural
things are types of spiritual or eternal things.

Until sexual harmony isachieved man asthe headismoreresponsible
than the woman. As the God-ordained head of the woman he has been
endowed with ability to lead his wife into a harmonious marriage and
sexual union. This does not relieve the woman of her responsibility to
cooperate but it does place the greater responsibility on the man where it
belongs. | Peter 3:7.

GREATEST HINDRANCE

The greatest hindrance to achieving harmonious sexual relations is
ignorance and impatience on the part of the man. The man must realize
that, in most cases, the woman is not sexually aroused as quickly asheis.
Not aware of this fact, many husbands quickly gratify their own desire
before their wife is sexually aroused, much less satisfied.

The marriage of one couple who belonged to a church | pastored
almost went on the rocks because of this very reason. It was a continual
habit of the man to enter into relations with hiswife when he had the urge
for sex. Timeand again hewould reach aclimax and gratify hisown desire
just as his wife was being aroused and prepared. Being left in this
condition, she would get up and walk the floor, tortured with unsatisfied
desire while her husband went to sleep.

As a human being cannot receive Christ nor respond to his love
without preparation, neither can awoman receive the man nor respond to
him sexually without preparation. God purposed that sexual union be the
intimate climax of human love.

Therefore patient and tender love making should precede and be
present during sex relations. Because of the psychological influence on
the mind, the man and the woman should be at their very best physically.
Lack of cleanliness, physical charm or proper mental attitude can greatly
hinder sex relations.

The man should always have a positive attitude in encouraging his
wife to have confidence in herself. She must believe in her ability to
perform sexually. Even in sex people must have faith. The man not only
must encourage hiswife during sex relations but must also patiently give
her sufficient timeto be sexually aroused and have aclimax. Many virile
young husbands find thisavery difficult thing to do because their sexual
passion isfar more easily aroused and they are more quickly brought to a
climax than their wife.
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Even during sex relations preceded by preparation, the man will often
find it necessary to hold back until hiswifeisfully aroused and reachesthe
very threshold of climax. In the process of doing this a couple must not
anxiougly strive nor work too hard to get results. Learning to relax and
take their time with each patiently waiting upon the other is very
necessary.

Another great essential is not just to seek sexual gratification but to
actually enjoy the intimate physical closeness of the one you love. This
gives honor to your relationship and results in a fuller and richer sexual
experience as you share this most intimate of all earthly relationships.

Properly prepared and aroused the woman is as passionate or even
more so, than the man. Although it might be considered ideal for acouple
to reach a climax at the same time, the man must lovingly and patiently
work with hiswifeuntil sheissexually satisfied. The God of all truthwho
created sex and made the man and the woman different says, “ Defraud ye
not one the other...” | Cor. 7:5.

In order to do this each must understand the sexual need of the other
and seek the gratification of their mate as well as their own. Although
sexual passion ispart of our nature and asreal aslifeitself, it variesfrom
person to person. Because of this it takes wisdom, patience and love to
achieve a harmonious sex life, which is a giant step toward a successful
marriage.

-74 -



Chapter 10

UNFAITHFULNESS: WHY
MARRIED COUPLES CHEAT

The reasons husbands and wives cheat on each other or become
unfaithful are varied and complex. However we do need to consider the
guestion to the degree we are able, asit will help some. These simple and
practical truths could be the means of saving some marriages and will
certainly enhanceand strengthen others. Suchtruthisespecially neededin
this hour of sexual permissiveness.

However, the spirit of this age is moving man toward a sexua
permissivenessnot classified asinfidelity or unfaithfulness. Without guilt
or conscience, sex among single peopleisno longer considered wrong by
much of today’s generation. Likewise many married couples take the
same attitude toward extra-marital affairs. Realizing that very few in this
category will be helped, it isto those who still have a conscience in these
things that this message is directed.

TWO EXTREMES

On most questions or issues you will find two extremes, neither of
which is right. One of these extremes relative to sexual infidelity is to
condemn all violators regardless of conditions. And the violation is
according towho isinterpreting thelaw or moral code. The other extreme
isexemplified in today’s philosophy called “the New Morality”: thereis
nothi ng wrong with sex between two peoplesolong asthey both desireit.

Thisisin no wise intended to justify the transgressor nor mete out
judgment on the guilty, but simply to say that God alone sees things as
they really areand isthetruejudge of human affairs. Because of thisthere
are some casesthat God would be morelenient toward than man. Likewise
there are some that God would be more severe toward than man. Thank
God there is forgiveness for all sin through Christ, including sexual
infidelity.
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THE POWER OF SEX

Because of the sex driveor the power of sex itself, it isnot uncommon
for both men and women to be tempted with sexual desire for someone
other thantheir mate. It isestimated by one authority that oneinfour wives
commit adultery at least oncein her life. | would say thereisan evenlarger
percentage of men. Although there are many that do not give in to such
temptation, some do at sometimein their life. Some of these go oninto a
life of sexual infidelity while others quit after an escapade or two and
remain loyal to their mates the rest of their lives.

Although thereisno apparent reason other than the power of sex itsel f
for some becoming unfaithful, there are some things we need to consider.
These are factors, some of which are more important than others, that
cause both men and women to turn to others for love and sexua
gratification.

NO REASON

As there are some people who will passively remain loyal to their
mates regardless of conditions, there are some who will cheat regardless
of conditions. These people are simply prone to infidelity. If it were
possible for them to have a perfect wife or husband it would not prevent
their unfaithfulness. They may have a fine family, good profession,
friendsand other interestsbut they’ re never satisfied with the same sexual
partner.

There is nothing especially wrong with their mate or their sex life
together, they simply find they can't resist the challenge of a new
conquest. Sex with someone other than their mate is always a thrilling
prospect of sexual anticipation. The person’sego may also beinvolvedin
thinking they are desirable to others.

Others in this category think of an extra-marital affair as an
adventuresome escapade in which they are getting away with something.
The power of the sex drive and the high premium put upon sex by manis
greatly responsible for this.

LACK OF SATISFACTION

Lack of sexual satisfaction, real or imagined, is often responsible for
husbands and wives cheating on each other. The reason | refer to this
condition asreal or imagined is because there are some whose problem s
more psychological than real. Thisoften istheresult of an anticipated sex
thrill that isslow in coming or does not measure up to expectation. Perhaps
the greatest cause of this is the glorified overemphasis of sex on every
hand.
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Onenewly wed wife said she expected bellstoring, sirenstowail and
psychedeliclightstoflash onand off. Whenthisdidn’ t happen shethought
she had been cheated. This negative thinking soon resulted in her thinking
the trouble was with her husband. He wasn’t the romantic lover she
thought hewould be. Consequently sheturned to another man for loveand
sexual satisfaction. However it didn’t take her long to discover thiswasn't
the answer to her problem.

A young man who married a fine Christian girl was greatly
disappointed when hisyoung bridefailed to respond to him sexually ashe
thought she should. He had read too many romantic novels that pictured
the woman aflame with passion at the touch of a man. He thought surely
something must be wrong and took her to a doctor to find out what the
trouble was.

Without doubt untold thousands of couples have had similar
experiences and some of them have turned to others for the sexual
satisfaction they felt they were being denied. Very often thereal problem
in such cases is simply ignorance and impatience. Sexual harmony does
not always come quickly nor easily. It takes patience, work and
cooperation. A proper mental attitude and acertain amount of hardwork is
necessary.

And there are casesin which one marriage partner isactually guilty of
withholding themselvesfrom sexual unionwith their mate. It could bethe
man or the woman. When this happens it makes it difficult for the one
whose sexual appetiteisnot being satisfied. A prolonged situation such as
this can lead to the deprived mate turning to another for sexua
gratification.

God's word says, “Let the husband render unto the wife due
benevolence: and likewise a so the wife unto her husband. The wife hath
not power of her own body, but the husband: and likewise also the
husband hath not power of hisown body, but thewife. Defraud ye not one
another, except it be with consent for atime, that ye may give yourselves
to fasting and prayer; and come together again, that Satan tempt you not
for your incontinency.” | Cor. 7:3-5.

Although God' sword instructs both husband and wife not to defraud
theother inthe matter of sex there should be consideration for each other’s
feelings. God can giveawoman and man harmony intheir sex relationship
aswell asall others.

DISAPPOINTMENT WITH MARRIAGE

Some men and women who do cheat on each other are not necessarily
as disappointed with sex itself asthey are with the concept of marriagein
general. They may be immature or simply unable to accept the
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responsibility that goes with marriage. To them marriage is a form of
bondage or ayoke they do not want to wear. Intheir frustration they think
another woman or another man is the true answer to their problem. It is
very easy to imagine that the grassis greener in another pasture.

GROW APART

After afew yearsof married lifewith thehome, children, businessand
other activitiestaking more and moretime, it is easy for the man and the
woman to take each other for granted. Instead of sharing together they
become lost in their own little world. Instead of the two becoming “one
flesh” they actually grow apart. Eph. 5:31.

This is when the woman becomes more of awife than a sweetheart.
Her greatest concernin lifeisthe home, the children and all that relatesto
them. She occupies herself with making a nice livable home, cooking
meals and looking after the children. Some go even further in getting
involved with various clubs and sometimes working on a job.

This, of course, leaves her tired and weary at night with little time or
interest in her husband, much less sex. In many such casesit is midnight
before she goes to bed. Even if her husband hasn’t given up and gone to
sleep sheisin no mood for romance. When she does reluctantly submit to
hisadvancesit iswith theattitude of “hurry up and get it over with so | can
get some sleep.” This is the type situation which makes it easy for the
husband to look elsewhere.

Likewise some men become so engrossed in their job or business until
they havelittletimefor their wifeand family. They become obsessed with
their business and spend long hours and sometimes days and nights away
from home. Success becomestheir great objectivein life. When homefor
afew hours heis preoccupied in mind with his business.

About the only attention his wife getsis when he wants sex and then
it's back to business. It doesn’t take awoman long to feel neglected and
unloved under these conditions. Some will turn to another man for the
attention and affectiontheir heartscry out for. Whenthishappensitisvery
easy to become sexually involved with the man that supplies her with
attention and affection.

TO BE ENJOYED

Sex is not something that a man or woman can be passive about.
Everything that God made to be mutually shared and enjoyed requires
wholehearted participation. Thisincludes sex. Submission just to satisfy
the husband or wife is not enough. It is psychologically unhealthy for a
sensitive person to think their mateisnot being satisfied or enjoying their
sex relationship.
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Being the most intimate of all human relationships sex should be that
special time when acouple expressestheir love and delight in each other.
When thisis lacking, sex loses its true meaning and leaves the man and
woman feeling cheated and denied. A major part of the enjoyment of sexis
in knowing your mate is also being satisfied.

Very often amental hang-up caused by fear or afalse guilt complex
hindersthe man or woman intheir sexual union. Whatever the problem, if
not eliminated, it can cause the man or woman to turn to another for love
and sexual gratification.

ATTENTION AND LOVE

In many cases where men and women become unfaithful it is not
necessarily sex they are after. They simply want attention, love and
companionship. Normally speaking it is the person who gives you
attention, love and companionship that you share sex with. When these
ingredients are missing in amarriage, that marriage isin trouble.

Anexampleof thiscameto my attention several yearsago. Theyoung
woman worked on a job as well as her husband and had all of her
housework to do when she came in from work. Her husband used his
leisure time for fishing and hunting. When he was home he sat around
while his wife cleaned the house and waited on him. About the only
interest he showed in her was when she got her pay check or he wanted
some sex.

Under these conditions it didn’t take the wife long to feel unloved,
neglected and unappreciated. And certainly such conditions were not
conducive to a harmonious marriage or sex relationship. Likewise these
conditions were ideal to turn the wife away from her husband to another
man who came along and showed her someattention. Although shewasn’t
the type that ordinarily becomes unfaithful, she was starved for love and
attention and simply responded to the man that gave it to her.

FINANCIAL PROBLEMS

It is said that the greatest cause of trouble among many married
couples leading to separation and divorce is money problems or lack of
finances. Thisalso leadsto infidelity or unfaithfulness. Actually most of
the financial problems that come are the result of poor management
caused by ignorance and inexperience. Many today do not know what it
means to be frugal and live within their means.

With our credit system of “buy now and pay later” too many young
couples soon find themselves swamped with bills they can’'t pay. This
frustration |eads to arguments and fights with each blaming the other for
their trouble. Not understanding their real problem it is easy for them to
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turn to another man or woman not identified with their trouble. From a
distance the grass always looks greener in another pasture. And you are
not as subject to notice the thistles, cockleburs and weeds in the other
pasture as you are in your own.

TOGETHERNESS OR UNITY

Another mistake that leads to infidelity or unfaithfulnessis alack of
togetherness or unity. Sexual infidelity is the result of division. There
never was any unity or the breach has already taken place when aman or
woman becomes unfaithful. The real problem is not sexual infidelity but
the root cause that leadsto it. Because of this men and women need to be
careful and deliberate in choosing someone for a lifetime partner.
Incompatibility becomes very manifest after the honeymoon is over.

Even though a couple is compatible and able to communicate with
each other, thereisaneed to cultivatetogetherness after the honeymoonis
over. It is after the light of that first love has dimmed that a couple is
subject to drift apart with each one doing his own thing, thus creating a
world of his own not shared nor understood by his mate. Doing things
together, going places, sharing and taking an interest in each other’s
activities is very important. This becomes a bond that strengthens a
marriage and holds a couple together.

True marriage is the fusion of two lives. The greater the fusion the
stronger the marriage. The sharing and mutual enjoyment of sex certainly
enhances a marriage but that alone will not keep a couple together.
Children, religion, hobbies, friends and other common interestsall add to
a happy marriage.

It iswhen aman or woman isleft out of the other’ slifein thesethings
they are subject to turn to another. God made man to share with others.
When heis denied this privilege he is lonely and unhappy. A vacuum is
created that must be filled. In this condition a man or woman will give
their affection and love to the one that fills the vacuum.

Psalms 133:1 says, “Behold how good and how pleasant it is for
brethren to dwell together in unity!”

Although this verse of scriptureisusually applied to Christian unity,
the unity of man and woman in marriageisatype of thisblessedness. Paul
likened the marriage union to the union of Christ and hisbody, the Church.
Eph. 5:30-32. Wecan very well say, “How good and how pleasant itisfor
man and wife to dwell together in unity.”

CLEANLINESS

During courtship and the early part of a marriage a man and woman
are usually concerned about how they look to each other. They consider
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regular baths, well groomed hair, nice clothes and use of perfume and
lotionsamust. It isafter acouple becomesused to each other and theluster
of the honeymoon is gone that they become careless about these things.

Although God's word puts a premium upon spiritual cleanliness it
does not overlook the physical aspect. |1 Cor. 7:1 says, “Having therefore
these promises, dearly beloved, let uscleanse ourselvesfrom all filthiness
of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.”

It is also significant that Paul speaks of the Church being sanctified
and cleansed with the washing of water by the word. This s true of the
Church as the bride of Christ in a spiritual sense. But it also could be
applied to man and woman in the physical sense, who are types of Christ
and the Church.

Although we can’'t always equate clean well-groomed bodies with
intelligence and good mental health there is often aconnection. It isquite
common for mentally sick people to be careless and indifferent about
physical cleanliness and appearance. Beyond doubt many mental cases
aretheresult of demon influence upon the mind. Called unclean spiritsin
the Bible they seek to defile human beings morally and physically.

Since we are psychologically turned on and off to sex it isvital that a
good mental image through cleanliness be maintained. Clean, attractive
bodies enhance a marriage and the sex relationship. But carelessness in
thisareawill dampentheardor of many who are sensitiveto suchthings.

Not only isaman or woman more sexually desirable when clean and
physically attractivebut such apractice al so winstherespect of their mate.
When there is aloss of respect because of these thingsit is very easy to
admire someone else. This is especially true when that someone is a
contrast in cleanliness and physical attractiveness. Whether we realize it
or not we will take note and make comparisons.

HONOR AND RESPECT

Another thing that enhances amarriage is honor and respect for each
other. Prov. 31:10-11 says, “Who can find a virtuous woman? For her
priceisfar aboverubies. The heart of her husband doth safely trust in her,
so that he shall have no need of spail.”

The woman in Proverbs 31 is said to be virtuous, wise, kind,
considerate and industrious. It isevident her husband had no need of spoil
because of hishonor and respect for her. When thesevirtuesaremissing it
isvery easy for aman or woman to be drawn to another whom they can
honor and respect. The Apostle Peter tells the wives that outward
adornment such as hair, jewelry and clothing is not as important in
winning their husbands as the inward adornment of a meek and a quiet
spirit. | Peter 3:1-4.
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What a man or a woman is on the inside is as important as their
outward appearance. Because of thisthey should cultivate good manners,
avoiding immodesty or coarse vulgarity. A man wants a nice virtuous
woman for awifeand awoman wantsaman of strength and character for a
husband.

As we have said elsewhere on this subject, you don’t just marry a
person’s body when you marry them. You marry the whole human
personality including their mind, morals and varied personality traits.
Every man and woman has someideal sthey desireto transposeto the one
they marry. When they lose respect for that person thisidealisticimageis
shattered. Feeling cheated and robbed they are subject to look elsewhere
for the man or girl of their dreams.

Certainly this is a principle that works today in helping to keep a
couple together. We honor and respect those whose conduct demands
honor and respect. By the same token we lose respect for those lacking
virtuous conduct.

A husband or wifewantsto believetheir mate as Proverbs 31:29 says,
“...excellest them all.”

UNCLEAN SPIRITS

Although evil spirits are not believed in by many they are without
doubt areal factor in sexual infidelity. When a person begins to play the
fieldin sexual permissivenessthey are subject toreceiveasex demon. Itis
believed that one of the seven devil sthat went out of Mary Magdalenewas
such a spirit. Luke 8:2.

We have found from experience that boys and girls who have gone
astray into drugs, alcohol and sexual immorality haveinvariably beenled
into these vices through wrong association with others who do the same
things. Beyond doubt, evil spirits with the cooperation of human
instruments are responsible for this.

Thisisnot to say every person who engagesin sex outside of marriage
receives alust spirit any more than every person who takes adrink of an
alcoholic beverage becomes an alcoholic. The danger is when such a
person hasno moral restraint and give himself to sexual activity withthose
who are possessed by evil spirits.

Although God can saveand deliver such people, itisagreat mistaketo
marry them thinking they will change after marriage. Many cases of
sexual infidelity involve people who have been sexually permissive
before marriage. Sex demons like all other evil spirits do not give up
easily. They may remain quiet for awhile after marriage but will surely
seek to drive the person into sexual infidelity if they are not delivered.
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Very few couples can be realistic about themselves and the true
implications of marriage. Because of this many are not prepared for
marriage. When problems arise they invariably want to blame their
spouse. If they don’t learn how to resolve their problems the result is
division. It is this division that inevitably causes one or both of them to
break their marriage vows and turn to another.

Problems in a marriage, including infidelity, can be overcome if a
couple truly desires to live together. Although unfaithfulness is a hard
blow for some a marriage can weather even this storm if there is a
forgiving spirit. Sometimes counsel with aminister or informed personis
a great help. Eph. 4:32 says, “And be ye kind one to another,
tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ’s sake hath
forgiven you.”

Many have comeback from thevery brink of marital disaster and built
a marriage that lasted. This is especially so when a man and woman
commit their lives to Christ and begin to live for eternal things.
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MARRIAGE AND DIVORCE

This is another subject that has been grossly misunderstood and
conseguently isthe battl eground for much confusion and division. Caught
in the middle of this great controversy are many innocent people,
including children.

Most of the troubleis caused by legalistic teachers who feel they are
standing true to the word of God. It is the result of teaching based more
upon a“holier than thou” tradition than the word of God.

Christ’s sayings to the Pharisees have been used as a proof text to
substantiate much of the teaching that has caused the trouble. Matt.
19:3-9. Andto thishave been added numerousdoctrinal ideasthat have no
Bible foundation whatsoever.

ERROR BREEDS ERROR

When manfallsinto error, he hasto provide more propsto support his
original mistake. Error leads to more error.

Such teaching as that a remarried person is living in adultery, even
after Christ comes into his or her heart, isfalse.

And the teaching that previously married persons who have children
must cease living together as man and wife, but stay together and raise
their children, is without any scriptural foundation.

Some even go a step further stating that the supposedly guilty party
(married more than once) must quit their present mate and return to the
first one. All suchideas are the inventions of legalistic teachers caught in
the web of their own false doctrine.

God does not leave us in the dark concerning this most important
subject. It isman under theinfluence of legalism, with hisfalseideas and
interpretations, who has confused the issue.

Show meone scripturethat saysaman or womaninasecond marriage
must ceasethe marriage rel ationship after conversion. Show meoneverse
of scripture stating that such a couple should remain together and raise
their children but cease the conjugal relationship. Show me a verse of
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scripture stating that they must leave their present mate and return to the
first one. All such legalistic ideas are the vain teachings of men.

Surely the omnipotent, omnipresent and omniscient God didn’t
overlook such an important issue. It isinconceivable that the scriptures
would leave us completely ignorant on so important an issue.

The “holier than thou” attitude that some have today is the result of
wrong interpretation of the scriptures and a general ignorance of the
subject. Part of the trouble stems from wrong interpretation of Paul’s
instruction concerning qualifications for elders and deacons. | Tim.
3:1-12, Titus 1:5-6.

The statement that an elder or deacon isto be the husband of onewife
leads many to believethat thisappliesto al former marriages. However, |
am persuaded that this in not what the apostle meant at all. Due to the
practice of polygamy, or having more than one wife at atime, Paul wrote
these words.

POLYGAMY

An examination of the Bible, as well as history, shows us that
polygamy was practiced by many nationsincluding Israel. Encyclopedia
Brittanica, Volume 18, pages 186-187, has much to say on the subject.

None can deny that the practice of having morethan onewife by many
Old Testament saintswas agenerally accepted way of life. Such notables
as Abraham, Jacob, Moses, David and Solomon had more than one wife.
Thereisno hint from the scripturesthat this practice wasfrowned upon by
the Lord, much less forbidden.

Beyond doubt, polygamy was still practiced during the days of Christ
and the early church. | feel sureit wasinthelight of this practicethat Paul
said elders and deacons were to be the husband of one wife.

With the exception of Paul’ steaching concerning elders and deacons,
there is no scripture forbidding a man to have more than one wife.

One of the problems encountered by missionaries to foreign lands
today isthissystem under which amanismarried to several women at one
time. Feeling no sense of guilt or shame, many familieswith several wives
and children are found living together harmoniously.

After conversion, the question of this polygamous state becomes a
problem indeed to many missionaries who know only the monogamous
point of view. | understand some of these churches haveruled that present
family unitsbeallowed to continue asthey are, with the man being warned
against additional wives. Of course, they arenot allowed to becomeelders
or deacons when they have more than one wife.
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ORIGIN OF DIVORCE

Several years ago | was thinking about Christ’s sayings to the
Pharisees in Matt. 19:3-9 on the subject of divorce and almost
subconsciously asked the question, did M oses do wrong in commanding
that a bill of divorcement be given when people separate?

Hardly realizing | had asked the question, | was shocked when the
Lord spoke to me and said, “Moses did exactly what | told him to do.”

The Lord then explained saying that in the beginning (before sin
entered), heintended that man and woman beeternally wedded together in
the marriage union, but after sin entered and strife and division came, it
was necessary to legalize separation with abill of divorcement.

Thiswas necessary to preserve some degree of sanctity and honor to
the institution of marriage. Divorce was given lest man degenerate to the
level of an animal with no respect for marriage whatsoever.

Thisat least would givelegal recognition to the separation of acouple
and help prevent going from one mate to another. Going from one mateto
another, and sometimes coming back to the original, was an abomination
in the eyes of God. Deut. 24:1-4.

TheLord himself authorized thefirst divorcelest man commit greater
sinin transgression of God's law in marriage.

Christ’s teaching on the subject was never intended to answer the
guestion that had ariseninthe Corinthian Church, nor for the church today
for that matter. It was given solely for the benefit of the self-righteous
Pharisees who made their boast in the law.

It wasgivensimply to exposetheir sin and show them how far they were
from keeping the law. Their mouths had to be stopped that they might
become guilty before God. Rom. 3:19. Since they made their boast in the
law, Jesus gave it to them in its pure, unadulterated form.

Deceived by the traditions of the elders and the vain interpretations of
the scribes and Pharisees, the Jews took comfort in thinking they were
keeping the law. As law keepers, they didn’t need a savior. In their own
eyes, they were righteous already.

God's perfect law in the beginning was that the twain (man and wife)
become one flesh in the marriage union. Thisiswhy the union of man and
womaninmarriageisatypeof Christ and hischurch. | might add that thisis
gtill God's law concerning marriage for believers. There is no excuse hor
justification for the divorce of enlightened believersin Christ Jesus.

TRUE UNION

Marriageisnot atrueunion until itissanctified by the Spirit of God. It
is no more atrue union than amere lip profession of faith isatrue union
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with Jesus Christ. Intrueunion, thereisno groundfor divorce. Inthe same
sense, the Lord is eternally married to his people, regardiess of their
condition. Jer. 3:14.

| Cor. 7:39 says, “ Thewifeisbound by thelaw (God’ slaw governing
marriage) aslong as her husband liveth; but if her husband be dead, sheis
at liberty to be married to whom she will; only in the Lord.”

It isevident that this quotation by Paul has application to enlightened
believers, not unbelieving sinners. InRom. 7:1-2, he appliesthissamelaw
to “them that know the law”. Verses 10 and 11 of | Cor. 7 aso have
enlightened believersin mind.

Using this same principle as a type of bondage to the law of Moses
before conversion, Paul has this to say in Romans 7:4, “Wherefore, my
brethren, ye also are become dead to the law by the body of Christ, that ye
should be married to another, even to himwho israised from thedead, that
we should bring forth fruit unto God.”

If thisteaches us anything, it certainly meanswe are set free from the
bondage of the law when we come to Christ. Even asawoman is set free
fromthelaw of her husband when hedies, we become dead to the curse of
the Mosaic law by the death of Jesus Christ.

A NEW BEGINNING

Out of thisdeath comesresurrection life and anew beginning. |1 Cor.
5:17 says, “Therefore, if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature; old
things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.”

It makes no difference what men have done while in sin and unbelief,
for this was part of the old creation which is of Adam.

Christ bore in his body al our sins: adultery, murder, lying, stealing,
drunkenness and idolatry. In Christ, we are as free from al this, including
marriage mistakes, asif we had never sinned.

“Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of
God? Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolators, nor adulterers,
nor effeminate nor abusers of themselves with mankind nor thieves, nor
covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the
kingdom of God. And such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye
aresanctified, but yearejustified in thename of the L ord Jesus, and by the
Spirit of our God.” | Cor. 6: 9-11.

This scripture certainly portrays the type of sinful humanity that God
saves by his grace. Fornication and adultery, with or without a marriage
license, isjust plain sin in the eyes of a holy God.

Jesus agreed with the woman at the well — shedidn’t have ahusband
yet, but was living with her sixth man at that time. This simply bears out
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the great truth that when men are in unbelief, there is nothing pure. Titus
1:15.

Manin hisfallen state hasbroken all of God’ slawsand that iswhy he
needs grace. Thisiswhy it was necessary for Jesus to die and meet the
demands of a holy God that said, “The soul that sinneth, it shall surely
die”

Jesus' death onthecrossispayment infull for man’ stransgression of
God's holy law. This includes man's transgression of God's law
governing marriage. God' s law respecting marriage is as much a part of
the law as “Thou shalt not steal” or “thou shalt not kill.”

God's law, being eternal, is irrevocable. Once broken, there is no
remedy outside of Christ. Since the demands of the law were met through
his death, he must become our saviour.

When we come to Christ, we become part of the new creation. We
make anew beginning with God asthough we had never sinned or made a
mistake. God savesusasweare and sanctifiesour present marital status.

So far as God is concerned, we have never sinned, been married or
divorced. It is al blotted out. The handwriting of ordinances that was
against us (the law condemned us) is abolished through the cross. Col.
2:15.

NO MERIT

No amount of effort in keeping the law will make an unbeliever
righteous. Everything donewhilein sin and unbelief issimply filthy rags.
Isa. 64:6. Titus1:15 says, “Unto thepureall thingsare pure: but unto them
that are defiled and unbelieving is nothing pure; but even their mind and
conscience is defiled.”

According to the above scripture, there is nothing about the
unbeliever that is pure. Thisincludes marriage and everything elsethat is
doneinsinand unbelief. It isonly when the sinner repents and believesin
Christ that his marriage is sanctified.

“For the unbelieving husband is sanctified by the wife, and the
unbelieving wife is sanctified by the husband: else were your children
unclean; but now they are holy.” | Cor. 7:14.

Even children born from the marriage union of unbelievers are
uncleanintheeyesof God. Thisiswhy Paul says, “ elsewereyour children
unclean: but now are they holy.”

Only when faith comes to one or both of the marriage partnersisthe
marriage sanctified.
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DOCTRINE FOR BELIEVERS

Paul’ s teaching in | Cor. 7 was given not for the benefit of the self-
righteous, Christ rejecting Jews, but for believers who found themselves
involved in various marriage situations upon conversion. There being no
scripture that spelled out the answer to these problems, Paul went into
detail to help them.

Had Jesus’ teachingin Matt. 19:3-9 been sufficient for theneeds of the
church, therewould have been no need for Paul’ steachingin| Cor. 7. This
iswhere we will find most of the answers to our subject.

Beforewe morefully consider theteachingin| Cor. 7,1 would liketo
consider an objection held by some concerning the inspiration of Paul’s
teaching.

Because Paul makes a distinction between the Lord’s command and
his own teaching in verses 10-12, some feel that Paul was not inspired.
Thisisnot what the apostle had in mind. Heissimply saying that the Lord
hasalready given commandment (Matt. 19:3-9) concerning aman putting
away hiswife.

Sincethe Lord did not personally cover other areas of need, Paul was
dealing with these himself. In dealing with this subject, Paul wasinspired
of God to teach those things not personally touched upon by Jesus (verse
40).

The ministry of Christ, being to the Jews (Matt. 15:24), left many of
these needs of the church to the inspired apostle. Thisiswhy Paul isthe
author of at least 13 epistlesin the New Testament.

Asthe apostle to the Gentiles, it was Paul’ s responsibility to give an
answer to the various questions that arose in the Corinthian Church. His
treatment of the subject set a precedent and became the pattern on the
subject to this day.

He beginshistreatment of the subjectinverses1 & 2 by saying that it
is good for a man not to touch a woman (sexually), but to avoid
fornication, let every man have his own wife and every woman have her
own husband.

In verses 3-5 he says, the marriage partners are to be mutually
considerate and not to deny each other the right to the other’s body, the
exception being that they both consent to abstinence when they give
themselves to prayer and fasting.

Paul says it would be better if the unmarried and widows would
remain unmarried to better servethe Lord (verses 7 & 8). Thissametruth
isaso borne out in verses 32-40.

Inverse9, Paul says. “But if they cannot contain, let them marry: for it
is better to marry than to burn.” The apostle isteaching that it is better to
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marry than burn with passion. Although the Lord would have men serve
him without distraction, he hasin mercy provided marriagefor those who
cannot contain.

THE HOUSEHOLD OF FAITH

Upon entering the household of faith, anew convert oftentimes finds
himself divorced or remarried. Children may or may not beinvolvedinthe
marriage. The question is, what must he or she do?

Goingtol Cor. 7:17 wefind thesewords, “ But as God hath distributed
to every man, asthe Lord hath called every one, so let him walk. And so
ordain | in all churches.”

“As the Lord hath called every one, so let him walk.” This is the
general ruleastowhat adivorced and remarried personisto do: stay ashe
is and serve God to the best of his ability. God sanctifies his present
marital status. So far as God is concerned, the entire past is blotted out —
marriage mistakes and all.

Thisiswhat Paul isteaching inverses17-24. Heconcludesinverse 24
by saying, “Brethren, let every man, wherein he is called, therein abide
with God.”

This scripture simply means what it says. The way God calls us and
saves us is the way he expects us to abide and live for him. Thisis the
general rule governing all who come to Christ, including divorced and
remarried couples.

Upon being converted to Christ, the married believer isresponsibleto
honor and make hismarriagework if at all possible. “But to the rest speak
I, not the Lord: if any brother hath a wife that believeth not, and she be
pleased to dwell with him, let him not put her away. And thewoman which
hath a husband that believeth not and if he be pleased to dwell with her, let
her not leave him.” | Cor. 7:12-13.

These scriptures are very plain; the believer has no right to put away
his unbelieving mate so long asthey are pleased to continue the marriage
relationship. Thisiswhy Paul saysinverse 16, “ For what knowest thou, O
wife, whether thou shalt save thy husband? Or how knowest thou, O man,
whether thou shalt save thy wife?’

THOSE WHO DEPART

Occasionally, when one marriage partner is converted, the one
remaining in sin and unbelief will refuseto live with the Christian wife or
husband. The questionis, what must the Christian partner do? As already
stated, the Christian has no right to put away their unbelieving mate. In
fact, they should in good conscience prayerfully do all in their power to
save their marriage.
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If, in spite of this, the unbeliever leavestheir Christian mate, thereis
nothing the believer can do but let them go. The Christian is not under
bondage in such cases. Verse 15, says, “But if the unbelieving depart, let
him depart. A brother or a sister is not under bondage in such cases: but
God hath called usto peace.”

He is free from that marriage union, as well as all other deeds of sin
donein unbelief. Heis as dead to the law of that marriage by the body of
Christ as heisto the law of Moses by the death of Christ.

Somewould object tothisand point toverses 10 & 11 asproof that this
iswrong. Thetruth they fail to seeisthat Paul hastwo different groups or
situationsinmind. Verses10 & 11 apply to enlightened believers. Thereis
no ground for divorcewhen both manandwifearebelievers. Verses12-15
are given for the benefit of abeliever married to an unbeliever.

Let’snot forget, the law governing marriage is as surely a part of the
law as* Thou shalt not steal” or “ Thou shalt not Kill.” Sincethebeliever is
dead to the law by the body of Jesus Christ, he is also dead to the law of
past marriages. This also applies to current marriages where the
unbelieving mate refuses to continue the marriage relationship.
Otherwise, Paul would have been wrong to say “A brother or sister isnot
under bondage in such cases.”

The next question is, just how free is the believer from the marriage
union of the unbelieving partner that went out from him? Isheindeed free,
or must he live out the rest of his mortal life without the privilege of ever
marrying again?

Some misguided religionists actually teach this. Did Paul really mean a
brother or sister wasn't under bondage in such cases? If he is not under
bondagein such cases, heisfree. John 8:36 says, “If the Son therefore shall
make you free, ye shall be free indeed.”

With the past blotted out in the precious blood of Christ, the believeris
indeed free and begins anew life. Heis asfree to marry asif he had never
been married, or asif hisformer husband or wife was indeed dead. In the
reckoning of God, the new believer or convertisdead and hislifeishid with
Christ. Rom. 6:7-8, Col. 2:20 and 3:3.

Paul’ steaching in verse 2 that says “L et every man have his own wife
and | et every woman have her own husband” still applies. As heteachesin
verse 9, it is still “better to marry than to burn.”

HYPOTHETICAL CASE

Toshow you how ridiculouslegalism can be, let ustake ahypothetical
casetoillustrate what we mean. Two young women, each 21 years of age,
are attending a gospel meeting and are converted to Christ.
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One of them was raised in a good home and had lived a good clean
moral life. However, shewas swept off her feet by aconvincing suitor and
married at 16 years of age. The marriage only lasted three months and the
young man deserted her for another woman.

Later on, they were officially divorced and thegirl continued to livea
good, clean, moral life until her conversion at the age of 21.

The other young woman went astray at the age of 16 and lived avery
immoral life until she was converted at the age of 21. Although she had
lived with several men, she had never actually married any of them.

After her conversion, they both meet fine Christian young men who
want to marry them. Theyoungwomanwho lived avery immoral lifeuntil
conversion istold thereis nothing wrong in her getting married. She has
the blessing of the church and preacher upon her.

The other young lady who haslived agood, clean moral life but made
theonemistakeistold that she cannot marry. If shedoes, shewill beliving
in adultery according to legalism.

This is what some preachers and churches actually teach today.
Knowing that | have to face God in the judgment, | say to both young
women: “Christ has set you free. His precious blood has cleansed you
fromall sin. Y our pastisblotted out and you arefreeto marry intheLord.”

ONLY IN THE LORD

However, in beginning a new life, no believer has a right to marry
outside of Christ (11 Cor. 6:14). And even then, they should be led of the
Lord. Much prayer, with a desire to please the Lord, is a must for those
contemplating marriage under any circumstances. Where either or both
the man and woman have been previously married, much heart-searching
prayer isin order.

Since there are so few preachers and churches who have very much
light onthissubject, it isalmost impossibleto turnto them for counsel and
help.

However, where thereisachurch body moving under the headship of
Christ, | certainly recommend that individual s go to them for counsel and
prayer. Sometimes a situation is so complicated that wisdom from the
body of Christ is necessary.
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SHIPWRECKED MARRIAGES
AND HOW TO PREVENT THEM

“And the Pharisees came unto him, and asked him, Isit lawful for a
man to put away his wife? tempting him. And he answered and said unto
them, what did Moses command you? And they said, Moses suffered to
writeahbill of divorcement, and to put her away. And Jesus answered and
said unto them, For the hardness of your heart he wrote you this precept.
But from the beginning of the creation God made them male and female.
For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and cleave to his
wife; Andthey twain shall be oneflesh: sothenthey areno moretwain, but
one flesh. What therefore God hath joined together, let not man put
asunder.” Mark 10:2-9.

According to statistics more marriages in the U.S.A. are headed for
separation in the divorce courts than ever before. It is not uncommon to
hear of coupleswho have been married ten, twenty or thirty yearsbreaking
up and going their separate ways. In some instances coupl es stay together
until their children are grown and then separate.

Many reasons are given for these shipwrecked marriages. Sometimes
another woman or man is involved and in some cases they simply want
their so-called freedom. Sometimes both parties are guilty of not really
wanting to make a go of it. Very often each side blames the other. Asa
result of al this the psychiatrist, the medical doctor, the minister, the
marriage counselor, the divorce lawyer and the courts are doing a
booming business.

For a long time Hollywood has set the pace in making a joke of
marriage, divorce and any concept of marital sanctity. Today hardly
anyone is censored for marital infidelity or divorce. And the growing
trend is to simply live together without marriage or any commitment of
faithfulness.

What isthereal cause of this attitude and shipwrecked marriages that
society has come to accept as simply part of our way of life? | could
answer thisquestion by simply saying, “ People need God.” Basically this
is absolutely true. But the truth is, the whole fabric of our society has so
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degenerated in the matter of morals and God-consciousness until hardly
anything is sacred any more. Our world will become more and more like
the world of Noah as we approach the end of this age. Genesis 6:5.

With the growing release of demonic forces upon the world, mankind
must draw nigh to God or be possessed by his own depravity. This, |
believe, is what is actually taking place. More and more the enemy is
cominginlikeaflood. But (praise God!) astandard is being lifted against
him. Isaiah 59:19. The light of the evening time isincreasing. Zechariah
14:7. God' sword sets men free (John 8:32) is searching out and finding a
remnant of peoplethat arelooking for the coming bridegroom. Matt. 25:6.
Although darkness is covering the earth and gross darkness the people, a
few are hearing hisvoice. Heb. 3:7. Asthe light increases they will arise
and shine in preparation for their coming Lord. Isaiah 60:1-2, Psalms
45:13-14.

Beloved, arevelation of what God is doing will do more to stabilize
livesand save marriagesthan all the psychiatristsand marriage counselors
in the world.

A couplewhose marriage was on the verge of breaking up who began
attending one of my meetings over twenty-fiveyearsago isan exampl e of
this. They were a typical young couple with every earthly reason for
making a success of their marriage. They were nice looking, intelligent,
well educated and enjoyed agood standard of living. Despite the fact that
both of them had religious backgrounds and the Lord had blessed them
with two beautiful daughters, their marriage was on the rocks.

Under the influence of the gospel they discovered a new purposein
lifeand soon found peace with each other. Thiscase, aswell asmillions of
others, has proven that we must have something to livefor other than self.
Earthly, carnal thingscan never takethe place of God and the peacethat he
gives. Jesus said, “Peace | give, not as the world giveth.”

However since there are so many aspects of truth that relate to
marriage our purpose here is to give more detailed specifics on how to
prevent shipwrecked marriages.

PREPARATION

Theold saying “an ounce of preventionisbetter than apound of cure’
is certainly true of the marriage state. The fantasy that the magic blissis
going to make you live happily ever afterward is one hundred percent
wrong. Don’t be an ostrich. Sticking your head in the sand won’t make
your dreams come true. Take agood look before you leap. We need to be
as readlistic about marriage as we are about choosing a career, buying a
home, establishing a business or any other important endeavor.
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Jesus himself taught this principle in regard to the kingdom of God,
which is spiritual union or marriage to our heavenly Bridegroom. Luke
14:28-33. Other than union with Christ and his body the church, marriage
is the most important decision you will ever make in thislife. There are
numerousfactorsthat enable usto“ count the cost” beforewe make such a
vital and important decision.

LOVE

What you call love may not stand up under the stress of marriage.
Most of the romantic notions that people have are sheer fantasy. If you
think that love and kisses and hopping into the bed is all you need for a
happy marriage, you are headed for bitter disappointment. If your loveis
not based upon other qualitiesthan physical attraction or sexual desireyou
have a poor foundation on which to build alife together.

Marriageisthe fusion or union of two lives. Like two similar metals
capable of fusing together, in marriage there must be compatible qualities
that enable the twain to truly become “oneflesh”. Matt. 19:5. There must
be mutual admiration and respect for each other if this union is to be
effected.

Remember, you are going to live with this person therest of your life
or until death. The time to take a good long look is before the vows are
made. Don’t be deceived into thinking your love for him, or her, isgoing
to transform them into a“silk purse” from a“sow’s ear”. How often we
have heard the bitter cry of anguish, “Mother, | didn’t know he waslike
that.” If you areawisewoman, or man, youwill not build your future upon
the disappointing sands of romantic fantasies. Be honest with yourself and
consider the following gquestions about your prospective mate.

Is he kind and considerate of his own mother or sisters? Is he a
harmonious part of afamily unit or aloner? Is he areliable, dependable
person? Does he hold ajob, working regularly or bounce around from one
thing to another? Does he have a profession or know atrade that he enjoys
working at? Is he a drifter, a hippie, areligious cultist, an alcoholic or a
criminal? I's he a skirt-chaser or does he consider himself aladies’ man?
What kind of friends or people does he associate with? What ishisfamily
like? Do you have things in common that you like to do together? And,
most of all, do you both fear and reverence the Lord, sharing common
religious views?

If the answer isnegativeto many of these questionsyou are asking for
troubleto marry such aperson. Marriageisnot goingto changeall of these
things. Some of thesethingsarelife-long traitsthat follow certainfamilies
from generation to generation. Don’t deceive yourself into thinking that
marriage and your love are going to change all of this.
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If you marry alazy bum you are going to have to support yourself and
him. If you marry a temperamental, violent type you can expect to be
beaten and abused. If you marry a moody, loner type person you will
spend many lonely hoursby yourself. If you marry mama slittleboy, your
mother-in-law will be the third member of your household. If you marry a
skirt-chaser, you can expect to share your man with other women.

If you marry arowdy drunkard type you will spend many lonely hours
of anguish wondering if heisin jail, the hospital or dead. If you marry a
confirmed hippie you might just aswell put aflower inyour hair, sandals
on your feet, get your knapsack and hit the road.

The man must likewisetakeacommon sense, practical |ook at thegirl
he proposesto marry and livewith therest of hislife. Does she take pride
in keeping aclean neat house? Can she cook? Issheinterested in learning
new recipes and trying to prepare nutritious and attractive meals? Is she
more interested in working on a job or having a career than in being a
homemaker? Is she a negative, nagging, jealous, domineering or
dissatisfied person? Is she more interested in primping, partying and
pretty clothes than in pleasing her household?

Does she possess a strong family spirit that will take precedence over
themarriage union and keep running hometo mother?1sshe promiscuous,
aprimadonna, or aflirt that loves attention from the opposite sex? Does
she have patience with and love children? Is she a bookworm, spending
much of her time curled up on the couch reading trueromancesor drinking
cokes and watching television soap operas?

I's she acomplaining neurotic that is always going to the doctor who
treatsher forillsthat exist only in her mind?Isshethrifty, appreciating the
value of adollar, or does she think that money grows on trees?

If aman doesn’t want to live with a dissatisfied, nagging woman, eat
out of cans, sleep in unmade beds and see his children neglected, he had
better open his eyes and consider the consequences.

If the answer is negative to many of these questions, the perfume and
roses will soon fade and be replaced with the despair and bitterness of
disappointment. Most of these questions, plus others, can be applied to
both the man and the woman.

You don't just marry anice figure, a pretty face and beautiful hair.
Y ou marry thetotal personality. Their body may be the dwelling place of
many devilsthat will make your life miserable and seek to destroy youin
the process of time.

Spirits of pride, wrath, jealousy, dishonesty, immorality, laziness,
sexual perversion and many others are very clever at camouflaging their
presence until after the marriage vows. Evil spirits purposely releasetheir
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hold upon the minds of their subjects and allow them to act normally at
times.

I might add they actually inspire their subject to be gracious,
considerate and understanding to deceive and seduce their victims. Don't
be deceived by sweet talk. Some have the same line for every girl or boy
they meet. Psalms 5:9 says, “For there is no faithfulness in their mouth;
their inward part is very wickedness; their throat is an open sepulchre;
they flatter with their tongue.”

Thisiswhy the gift of discernment isso needed in the church. Thisis
also why anyone contemplating marriage needsto pray much, wait on the
Lord and keep their eyes and ears open.

There is hope, thereis help if a couple actually desires to save their
marriage and will listen to reason. The basis of thisreason hasto be God' s
Word. | do not have any hopein the ultimate or permanent sense for those
who want help without God. The final criterion is God's eternal Word
which isforever settled in heaven. Psalms 119:89.

The Word alone must rule in our hearts and lives. It is through the
Word of God that the man and the woman will find that good, and
acceptable, and perfect will of God. Rom. 12:1-3. The Word will help
them comeinto divine order. Thisisthe place of harmony, peace and rest
that God has ordained for them from the foundation of theworld. Even as
God has divine order and arrangement in his universe, he has a purpose
and plan for mankind. Thisincludesthe man and the woman in marriage.
The purpose, of course, isto bring them into harmony with God’ s purpose
and plan for their lives.

This is why divine counsel is so important to any couple whose
marriageisintrouble. Thereisabsolutely no way to help people who will
not listen or receive counsel. God, himself, cannot help people who will
not be reasoned with. Isaiah 1:18.

Thisisactually what Jesus had reference to when he told the Pharisees
that Moses wrote the precept of divorce because of the hardness of their
heart. But he pointed out that thiswas not God' sway inthebeginning. Mark
10:2-9. It truly takes a hard heart and a stubborn, unyielding attitude for a
man or woman to reject a mate they have lived with and shared life with.

Itisonly after Satan hashad accessto the mind for aperiod of timethat
aman or woman can do such athing. Such acondition, which God likens
to witchcraft (I Samuel 15:23), is actually rebellion against God. Unless
the stubbornwill of such apersonishbroken, thereisno helpfor that person
or hismarriage.

Troublein marriageor any areaof God’ suniverse meanssomethingis
wrong. This simply means there has to be a change — a change that will
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bring individualsinto harmony with God and each other. Marital trouble
issimply the symptom of sicknessintheheart. Accusing, condemning and
blaming your mate will not cure this disease.

Next to the church, the homeisthe most sacred thing on earth. Thisis
where our children are nurtured and taught those thingsthat prepare them
for life and hopefully eternity. The home, aswell asthe church, has more
to do with shaping lives and making a stabl e society than anything elseon
earth.

Marriage is a type of the union of Christ and his church and Satan
works diligently at trying to destroy it. He hates it because of this and
worksrelentlessly by many deviousmeansto causestrifeand division. If a
couplecan recognizethetrue sourceof their trouble, they will havetakena
giant stride toward saving their marriage.

HOW SATAN DECEIVES

When the mind is not filled with God's Word, Satan begins a slow
campaign to make you dissatisfied and unhappy. Entering marriage with
the false concept that marriage will be the answer to all your hopes and
dreams, you will make it easy for the enemy to soon convince you that
somethingisterribly wrong. Fromthispointitisonestep totheconclusion
that the source of your troubleisyour mate. Knowing that your conscience
must be satisfied before you will sever the tie of marriage, Satan’s
campaign is to delude you into thinking you are right and your mate is
wrong.

One by one he beginsto magnify faults and sow seeds of discord into
your mind. You will become miserable, unhappy and critical, blaming
your mate for all your trouble. Being unaware of what is really taking
place, you both become negative about each other and your marriage in
general. This strife and division is a sure sign that demoniac forces are
ministering to your minds.

James 3:14-17 says, “But if ye have bitter envying and strife in your
hearts, glory not, and lie not agai nst thetruth. Thiswisdom descendeth not
from above, but isearthly, sensual, devilish. For where envying and strife
is, there is confusion and every evil work. But the wisdom that is from
aboveisfirst pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy to be entreated, full of
mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and without hypocrisy.”

The word devilish means demoniacal. This passage of scripture
makes it very plain that there are two sources of wisdom. One fills your
lifewith strife, division and misery. The other brings peace, harmony and
happiness.

As long as one partner in a marriage union has faith and a positive
attitude, there is some hope for such a marriage. When both become
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negative and disillusioned, their marriage is in serious trouble. Not
realizing what they are doing, they actually provoke, strengthen and
createin each other the same condition that they arein. Itisthelaw of God
that everything brings forth after its own kind. Genesis 1:21.

Time and again we have seen a clean young person with good moral
principles marry the wrong kind and in the process of time they become
like the person they marry. Thisis because the scripture which says, “the
twain shall become one flesh,” has been fulfilled. Mark 10:8.

THINGS SATAN TELLS YOU

Y ou never get to do anything or go anywhere. Y our husband doesn’t
takeyou out like other men do their wives. Y ou never have enough money
to buy things you need. Your clothes are old and worn out, and your
furnitureisbrokendown. All themoney goesfor houserent, or payment of
the car, doctor bills and groceries. You never have any money of your
own. You haveto ask him for every dime you get and that’ swhy you are
going to get ajob and earn your own money. Y our husband doesn’t have
time for you and the children. But he has time to go fishing, play golf or
haveanight onthetown with hiscronies. Hetakestimeto do thethingshe
wants to do but he is too obligated and busy when you want to do
something with him.

He doesn’t appreciate you or how hard you work. Y our life is one of
drudgery, cleaning the house, doing the laundry, cooking, sewing and
looking after thekids. Worst of all, hedoesn’t loveyou. If hedid hewould
tell you once in awhile. Y ou would probably faint if he sent you some
flowersor acard, bought you abox of candy or remembered your birthday
or anniversary.

All hewantsout of youisto keep hishouse, raise hischildren, cook his
food and go to bed with him when he wants some sex. Asalover heisthe
world' s worst. All he is interested in is in satisfying himself and then
going to sleep. He never shares his business with you or tells you of
anything interesting that happens on the job. When he gets home heis so
grouchy and tired he wants to be left alone.

After the honeymoon wears off and the husband has time to observe
his bride in a sloppy housecoat, hair in curlers and in a bad mood, he is
subject to think he has married Gravel Gertie instead of Glamorous
Gertrude. Instead of being warm, intelligent and exciting, she becomes a
cold, calculating, sexless wonder. After a few years and some extra
pounds he imagines her as being old, ugly and fat. Observing other men
withtheir slender young wives, hebecomesdisgusted and disillusioned.
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When this happens it is easy to imagine that what he needs, to be
happy, is another woman, especially some young sweet thing that will
understand him and always melt into hisarms.

Besides all these things, all she does is nag, gripe and complain. He
hastoleave hometo get somepeace. Factis, hewisheshedidn’'t havetogo
home in the evening. Sometimes she gives him the silent treatment and
leaves the arguing and fighting to the kids. To hear her tell it, she’'s the
suffering little martyr living with a beast that doesn't appreciate or
understand her.

With this negative marital climate it isn't difficult for Satan to
convince one, or both the man and the woman, that if they had another
mate they would be happy. Don’'t be deceived! The thrill will soon wear
off and you will discover the same old problems are with you. Y ou may
actually be jumping out of the frying paninto thefire. Thereal troubleis
on theinside.

LAST DECEPTIONS

One of Satan’'s last deceptions to destroy a marriage is to tell the
couple their marriage was a mistake to begin with. They don't have
anythingincommon and they don’tlove each other. Thisleadsto the point
of no return. Convinced in their minds they have made a mistake and the
only solutionisdivorce, they refuseall counsel. If they belong to achurch
they finally reject the counsel of the pastor or elders on the grounds that
they don’t understand or they are prejudiced.

God’s Word says, “Where no counsel is, the people fall: but in the
multitude of counselorsthereis safety.” Prov. 11:14. Thisiswhy itisso
important to know the Lord and be a part of a Christian fellowship where
thesethingsare understood. Thelove, thewisdom and the communication
within such a fellowship greatly strengthen the bond of marriage. And
they understand the strategy of the enemy when he mounts an attack
against one of their married couples.

Time and again | have seen marriages broken up when one or both
members of a marriage drift apart through outside interests or a job that
puts them into close contact with other people. This is especially true
when your contact is with members of the opposite sex. The girlsin the
officelook likeangelscomparedtothewifeat home. Their hairisinplace,
their clothes are neat and their perfumeistantalizing. Thissame principle
istrue of working women who imagineit would belike heavenif they had
one of the prince charmings they work with for a husband.

Too many live in a fantasy world before and after marriage. Their
concept is not a practical one. Too much TV and love and romance
magazines can causethis. Theidealism portrayed by such programsasthe

-100 -



SHIPWRECKED MARRIAGES AND HOW TO PREVENT THEM

“Waltons’ isproof positive to many couplesthat something iswrongwith
their marriage. Livinginsuchadreamworld, itisvery easy toimaginethe
grassisgreener in another pasture. Some have changed pasturesfiveor six
times and they still haven’t found the right one; Hollywood is a good
example of this.

A REAL CONSPIRACY

Until men and women see that there is a diabolical and intelligent
conspiracy designed to disrupt, divide and destroy their marriage, their
homeandtheir childrenwill continueto listento thevoice of theserpent.

Satan has many sourcesthrough which he can feed and nurtureaspirit
of division and rebellion. It may be close friends of the husband or the
wife. It ismost phenomenal how people with afamiliar and sympathetic
spirit arealwayscloseby to strengthen and justify oneor both partnersina
marriage breakup.

Some never forsake Father and Mother to become one flesh with their
mate. When the tie of blood is greater than the tie of spirit, thereisno real
union. A marriage or church built upon such a foundation cannot stand.
Remember Jesus said, “For this cause shall a man leave his father and
mother, and cleave to hiswife: And they twain shall be one flesh: so then
they are no more twain, but one flesh. What therefore God hath joined
together, let not man put asunder.” Mark 10:7-9.

Be careful about those people who justify and take up for you against
your mate. When marriages begin to break up, true peacemakers with an
understanding of thesethingsarehardtofind. All | can say iswoeunto the
person who becomes the tool of Satan in wrecking amarriage. Thereisa
curse upon those that are instrumentsin breaking up amarriage. This, no
doubt, motivated Jesusto say, “What therefore God hath joined together,
let no man put asunder.” Mark 10:9. On the positive side Jesus said,
“Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of
God.” Matt. 4:9.

THINGS TO CONSIDER

Broken marriages often result in every thing you' ve worked for and
accumulated as aunion going down thedrain. Savingsaccounts are wiped
out. Homesthat you have worked and sacrificed to buy arelost. Positions
of influence and opportunity that took years of hard work and diligenceto
build are gone with the wind.

Besidesall of this, you are going to embitter and wound each other for
life. Inward bitternessisworsethan cancer. A cancer just killsyou and that
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istheend, but an embittered soul keepsspringing up and defiling everyone
it touches. Heb. 12:15.

Perhaps the greatest tragedy of all isthe effect upon the children of a
broken home. Broken marriages wound and scar your children for life.
Very few people know the heartbreak of alittle child whaose faith in his
mother and father isshattered. And so ofteninthepainful process, they are
abandoned to the courts and the mercy of the world. Sometimes broken
homes result in burdens being laid upon people who are not able to bear
them. So often | have seen grandparents and other relatives have to bear
this burden when they were not physically, mentally nor financially able
to do so.

Broken homes do more to spawn maladjusted misfits than anything
else. Many of the criminals, dope addicts, alcoholics, prostitutes and
welfare recipients, along with the insane, come from broken homes. One
of the greatest burdens upon society as awhole can be traced back to the
environment of broken homes. Hospitals, mental institutions, prisonsand
welfare departments will gladly confirm these statements.

Although it is unthinkable, divorce and broken homes have become
more and more common among those who professto be Christians. What
aterribletestimony for peoplewho professto befollowersof Jesus Christ.
Such people are reproaches to Christ, the church, their children and their
family before the whole world.

THE REAL PROBLEM

In the final analysis the real problem in shipwrecked marriages is
rebellion against God. The hardness of heart that made the precept of
divorce necessary to begin with was simply stubborn, unyielding wills
that God could not touch with hismercy and love. It’ samatter of whether
men and women want God.

When God' sWord haslittle control over our lives, our spiritsareopen
to the influence of demoniac powers. Prov. 25:28 says, “He that hath no
rule over his own spirit is like a city that is broken down, and without
walls.”

Thissimply meanswe have no defense against the enemy. A marriage
without Christ and the influence of God's Word has little chance in our
world today.

DIVINE ORDER

Theworld system and society, as awhole, knowslittle and cares less
about divine order of God’ s purpose and plan for our lives. Ignorance of
God's laws governing marriage and all human relationships does not
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nullify nor deliver us from the penalty of breaking them. God's Word
says, “My people are destroyed for alack of knowledge.” Hosea 4:6.
This is true of marriage as well as every other facet of human
existence. Until the man and the woman find their God-ordained placein
relationship to Christ and each other they will have trouble. All human
relationshipsand endeavorswill, intheend, miserably fail without God.

BE REALISTIC

May God help every couple who readsthis messageto realizethereis
an enemy who istrying to destroy them, their home, their children, their
marriage and the work of God.

Wake up man!

God created you the head of the woman. | Cor. 11:3. You are
responsible to take the lead in spiritual things as well as others. God
intended for you to rule by truth, by love, by example and by honoring
Christ asyour head. God’ sdivine order for the man and the woman is set
forthin Eph. 5:21-31, “ Submitting yourselves oneto another in the fear of
God. Wives, submit yourselvesunto your own husbands, asuntothe L ord.
For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the
church: and he is the saviour of the body. Therefore as the church is
subject unto Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in
everything.

“Husbands, loveyour wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and
gave himself for it; That he might sanctify and cleanseit with the washing
of water by theword. That he might present it to himself agloriouschurch,
not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy
and without blemish.

“So ought mento lovetheir wives astheir own bodies. Hethat loveth
his wife loveth himself. For no man ever yet hated his own flesh; but
nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as the Lord the church: For we are
members of hisbody, of hisflesh, and of his bones. For this cause shall a
man leave his father and mother, and shall be joined unto his wife, and
they two shall be one flesh.”

It may not seem important to most people but the headship of man
over the woman must be honored and respected even as the headship of
Christ over the man and the headship of God over Christ. It waswhen Eve
moved away from the headship of Adam that she began listening to the
serpent. Inlike manner when awoman despi sesand rej ectsthe headship of
her husband she begins to listen to the voice of the serpent. In reality she
moves away from God and comes under the headship of Satan.
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Thisiswhy there is such a great responsibility on the man to honor
Christ ashishead. Through honoring Christ ashishead, thewomanwhois
theweaker vessel, isal so brought under the protective covering of Christ.

“Likewise, yehusbands, dwell withthem according to theknowledge,
giving honour unto the wife, as unto the weaker vessel, and asbeing heirs
together of thegrace of life; that your prayersbenot hindered.” | Peter 3:7.

It will be noticed from the scripture above that honour and unity
between the husband and wife are necessary if our prayers are not to be
hindered. Thereason for thisisbecause division between man and wifeis
due to rebellion in the heart. Rebellion is always against God. Very few
will eventry to pray whentheir heartisfull of rebellion. David understood
thiswhen he said, “ The sacrifices of God are abroken spirit: abroken and
acontrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise.” Psalms 51:17.

Beyond doubt, as the head, man is more responsible before God than
thewoman. Great judgment awaitsthe man that refusesto honor Christ as
his head and provide the God-appointed |eadership that his wife and
children need. Although every member of a family will give a personal
account to God, agodly husband and father can do muchtolead hisfamily
in theright direction.

Wake up woman!

God made you the hel pmeet of the man and not the head. Thisdoesnot
mean God created you to hel p the man meet hisbillsby leaving your home
and taking a public job. Women working on public jobs is one of the
greatest contributing causes of shipwrecked marriages. This practice by
married women is a direct violation of God' s Word.

Y oung women are commanded by the Lord “...to be sober, to love
their husbands, to love their children, to be discreet, chaste, keepers at
home, good, obedient to their own husbands, that the Word of God be not
blasphemed.” Titus 2:4-5.

Inl Tim. 5:14theWord of God says, “| will therefore that the younger
women marry, bear children, guide the house, give none occasion to the
adversary to speak reproachfully.”

Oh, I’m aware of the world system today that keeps many families so
deeply in debt that they feel thewoman hasto work to help pay thebills. In
order to dothisthey turntheir babiesover to ababy-sitter or someday care
nursery. To keep house, work on their job and givejust alittle attention to
their husband and children, it’s rush! rush! rush!. When the husband and
wife are at home together they are so tired and ill that they are at each
other’ s throat fighting and blaming each other for their trouble.

Thisisthekind of atmospheremillionsof childrenarebeingrearedin.
It's no wonder they are joining the street gangs, becoming drug addicts,
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prostitutes, criminal s and roaming the country from one hippie commune
to another.

God never madethewomanto takeapublicjob driving asemi-truck, a
taxicab, running a bulldozer, heading a corporation or becoming a
politician. Don’t be deceived by women’slib. The perverse spirit behind
such movementsisnot liberating you. They are actually bringing you into
greater bondage than you have ever been in before.

Y ou are going to pay dearly for that extramoney you make. Doctors,
psychiatrists, hospitals, lawyers' feesand jail finesfor your children will
take it all. And there is no way you can count the costs in heartaches,
misery and broken lives.

When women leave their children and their homes to earn some
money so they can have more of thisworld’ sgoods, they are out of divine
order. Thesin of covetousnessisresponsiblefor this. They would quickly
condemn theliar, thethief, or the adulterer whilethey are just as guilty of
breaking one of God’ s commandments. Exodus 20:17.

Jesushimself, warned usof thissin by saying, “ Take heed, and beware
of covetousness: for aman’ slife consisteth not in the abundance of things
which he possesseth.” Luke 12:15.

A few weeksago | wasvisiting in ahome and the mother, awidow, told
me of her son and daughter-in-law who had separated after twelve years of
marriage. In spite of the fact that they had lived together for twelve years
and had two young sons, ten and eleven years old their marriage was
shipwrecked. Having known the young man as ateenager — he is about the
same age asmy oldest son—| felt very badly for and tried to be sympathetic
with the mother. In discussing the cause of separation, | made mention of
the fact that women working on public jobs was greatly responsible for
many broken homes.

Although | had no knowledge of what had happened in this case, the
mother quickly ventured that this was how this marriage was broken up.
Theyoung man’ swife had met aman in the officewhere sheworked. After
alittleflattery and attention, shehad fallen for him and no longer wanted her
husband of twelve years.

Women must learn to be content in doing those things God created
them for. They must do it as unto the Lord and take delight in it. Proper
mental attitude makes al the difference in the world.

L earning and working at being the kind of wife God wantsyouto beis
alifetime career. Being agood housekeeper, agood cook and homemaker
isone of life’ sgreatest challenges. Being the kind of God-fearing Mother
that will nurture and bring your children up in the fear and admonition of
the Lord is greater than being a world famous movie star. Being in
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rebellion against thesethingsisrebellion against God who created you for
this purpose.

THE REMEDY

The woman and the man need to surrender their willsin these things.
They both need to learn to live within their means. Trying to keep up with
the Jones' may be what othersare doing but it isatool of Satan to destroy
you, your home, your marriage and your children. God’ sWord says, “ But
godlinesswith contentment isgreat gain. For we brought nothing into this
world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out. And having food and
raiment let us be therewith content. But they that will be rich fall into
temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and hurtful lusts, which
drown men in destruction and perdition.” | Tim. 6:6-9.

The man had better realize that he is responsible to God to work and
providefor hisfamily.| Tim. 5:8 says, “But if any providenot for hisown,
and specially for those of his own house, he hath denied the faith, and is
worse than infidel.”

God saysthat the man who will not provide for hisfamily has denied
the faith and is worse than an infidel. | don’t know of a more serious
indictment that can be brought against a human being. One who isworse
than an infidel has reached the end of theline.

MARRIED TO UNBELIEVERS

Although the Word of God strictly forbids a believer to marry an
unbeliever, we find many unequally yoked together in such marriages.
Regardless of how it happened the believer needsto make asuccessof his
marriageif he possibly can.

In the case of believing wives married to unbelieving husbands, the
wife is more responsible before God than the husband is. Thisis simply
because she has light or a knowledge of God that the husband doesn’t
have. According to | Cor. 7:13-14 and | Peter 3:1-12 the believing wife
might be the means of bringing her husband to Christ.

Regardless of the ultimate outcome of such amarriage, the believing
wife or husband has no right to leave or put away (divorce) their mate as
long as they are pleased to dwell with them. In such cases the believer
should honor his marriage relationship and yet honor and glorify Christ
with hislife.

Accordingto | Cor. 7:15, if the unbeliever departs because he or she
doesnot wish to continuethemarriagerel ationship tothe Christianwifeor
husband, a brother or sister is not under bondage in such cases. However,
the believer needsto besurein hisor her heart that he has sincerely sought
God'’ s help in trying to save his marriage.
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| believe there is no obstacle too great to overcome if a couple
sincerely desiresto please God. Thefirst step is asurrender of their own
obstinatewillsinthe matter. The next step isto agree and pray together for
help fromthe Lord. Matt. 18:19 says, “Again | say untoyou, if two of you
shall agree on earth as touching anything that they shall ask, it shall be
done for them of my Father which isin heaven.”

The help they will receive asthey humble themsel ves before God and
each other will, first of all, be grace to accept each other asthey are. Next
they will receive grace to make changes and adjustments that are needed
onbothsides. Very seldomisonepersontotally guilty andtheother totally
innocent.

The man and the woman need to be considerate of each other in the
realization that both of them have their personal crosses to bear in their
marriage union. If the woman doesn’t have the strength and peace of God
in her heart, the confinement of the home, crying kidsand the never ending
chores of keeping house can become maddening. And the man in never
ceasing labor, well or sick, rain or shine faces a burden that grace alone
will enable him to bear year after year.

While continuing to pray together and seeking God'’ s help, they must
communicate with awillingnessto hear what the other hasto say. Always
end your sessions with prayer from your heart that God will help you. If
necessary, get some godly counsel and advice to help you in things you
don’t understand.

Aboveall things, don’t give up. Continueto seek God fromyour heart.
Heislooking on. Jeremiah 17:10. The key to saving your marriageisin
opening your heart to God. The words of David in Psalms 51:17 are still
true. “The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a contrite
heart, O God, thou wilt not despise.”
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HOMOSEXUALITY

For a long time now much verbal and written discussion of
homosexuality and sexual perversion in general has been publicly aired.

There was a time when open discussion of the subject was taboo. It
was oneof theunmentionabl ethingsthat peopleasawholelooked upon as
too vileto talk about.

Today such is not the case. It is discussed openly by much of our
society without the slightest fear of public recrimination. Many doctors,
psychiatrists, educators, public officials, newspaper columnists and even
ministers openly discuss it. In addition to being the subject matter of
numerous T.V. programs, it has become common for one or more
characters to be cast as a homosexual in the shows themselves.

Pornographic movies, literature, radio and television are actually
helping teach this Christless generation that homosexuality is perfectly
normal for some people.

THE GAY RIGHTS MOVEMENT

Factis, aliberal permissiveattitude by society hasallowed ahard core
of sexual perverts to come forth in our generation that has no
consciousness of guilt whatsoever. To the contrary they defend their
perversion and demand recognition with respectability.

They have not only come out of the closet but they are demanding
approva by society and the right to teach our children in the public
schools. Some politicians, churches and preachers actually cater to them
as a poor oppressed minority that should be welcomed into the churches,
the military and all branches of government.

As a result of this, sexual perversion is growing and gaining in
popularity. Many who are not gay themselves are sympathizers who
consider the gays a poor oppressed minority that should be allowed the
samerightsand privilegesasall other citizens. To them sexual perversion
isjust another life style.

One homosexual minister taking part in a panel discussion on T.V.
called it (his homosexuality) a beautiful gift from God.
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ANTI-CHRIST

The gay rights movement is part and parcel of the great conspiracy
that beganwith Lucifer’ srebellionagainst God. Coincidingwiththegay’s
resistance against government and society the world is clamoring with
anti-movements of every stripe and hue. We have the civil rights
movement, the ERA, the anti-capital-punishment forces and the
anti-abortionists.

Thereisauniversal anti spirit that isfighting for or against something.
This, plus the free spirit, hippie generation, anti-marriage and anti
everything else, must be understood in the light of Bible prophecy. The
spirit motivating most of these anti movements is Anti-christ. The real
purpose of these movementsisto frustrate, confuse, divide and destroy.

It is according to the character and nature of Satan to deceive and
inflame the masses under the guise of good. Thisis one of the ways he
transforms himself into an angel of light. Il Cor. 11:14.

This is the day when a general assault is being made against
practically every segment of our social structure and government in
general. | recently read anarticleinalocal paper whichtold of agroup that
islobbying against laws condemning incest. Thisgroup actually justified
incest by sayingthat itisnormal and even beneficial for sexual relationsto
take place within afamily circle.

When you read something like this you wonder what is happening to
the human race. It is simple. Truth-hating, Christ-rejecting mankind is
being turned over to areprobate mind. Theonly thing left for manwhen he
rejectslight is darkness. John 12:35.

We can only understand what isactually happening when we seethese
things within the context of the end of the age that will usher in thereturn
of Christ.

“Asitwasinthedaysof Noah so shall it beat the coming of the Son of
man.” Matt. 24:37. In Genesis 6:5, we read where the imagination of
man’s heart was evil continually. Before the flood man’s mind was so
given over to evil until there was no further need for God to speak to him
any longer. Thisis the consequence of continued rejection of light.

If men don’t want God and righteousness he will turn them over to
their own depravity. When this happens the vilest of demonic spirits
possess their vessels and subject them to moral filth that animals are not
guilty of.

In addition to incest where fathers molested their own daughters we
have found that many married couples practice what they call oral sex.
And believeit or not, some of them see nothing wrong withit! God never
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made man’ s mouth to be used as a sex organ. Only afilthy, unclean spirit
could justify such unnatural behavior.

| recently came in contact with a case (a professing christian) who
practiced perverted sex with both men and women. All of thisin addition
to these poor freaks who want sex change operationsis symptomatic of a
moral sicknessthat heraldsthe end of thisage and the judgment of God on
areprobate world.

God destroyed man with the flood because he was completely given
over to evil. The men of Sodom were such wicked sexual perverts that
they refused L ot’ svirgin daughtersdesiring thetwo angels (in the form of
men) instead.

Such moral corruption as this is one of the last signs of impending
judgment, only thistimeit will bethefinal judgment of aholy God against
the world.

My reason for dealing with this subject is the result of increasing
contact with so many peoplewho practice someform of sexual perversion
in and out of the church. It is not uncommon to find preachers and
professing christians guilty of such practice. There was atime when such
degeneracy was unheard of in the churches.

And strangely enough, many of them see nothing wrong with it.
Recently we had a young woman who confessed that her husband, an
aspiring preacher, was a sexual deviate. We have had several christian
women come to us whose husbands insisted on practicing what they call
oral sex.

Although neither this article nor anything that | can say or do will
change most sexual deviates there are some that can be helped. Truth,
regardless of the nature of man’s sin, is always for the benefit of thelittle
remnant capable of hearing the voice of the Son of God. John 5:25 and
10:27.

In this day when homosexuality is so loosely and freely discussed, |
believe we need some answersto these and other questions. Asin all moral
issuesaffecting thehuman racethe Bibleisour main sourceof information.

What about homosexuality and sexual perversion in general? Isit a
normal way of life for some people? What is the cause of homosexuality?
Shouldit be approved of by society and especially the church? What should
be our attitude toward sexua perversion?

TWO TYPES

There are two types of sexual deviates that | want to consider in this
message. Type one is people who can be delivered. For one reason or
another they are not deviates because of rebellion against God and
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rejection of light. In fact many of these people have been part of an
environment that has been devoid of spiritual enlightenment.

Through wrong association as aresult of their environment they have
been led into some form of sexual perversion. Although they may
participate or submit there are extenuating circumstances that keep them
from union with a vile demonic spirit of perversion. Never in full
agreement with what they are doing they stop short of reprobation or being
sealed in their sins.

They are not in the category of those who have been turned over to a
reprobate mind. Under theinfluence of the gospel and theright conditions
these people can be delivered and saved as well as any other sinner. For
example, | have had severa women come to me for counsel whose
husbands pressured them into sexual perversion against their desire.

There were some among the Christian believers that had been
delivered and saved from sexual perversion. | Cor. 6:9-11 says, “Know ye
not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not
deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolators, nor adulterers, nor
effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind, Nor thieves, nor
covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the
kingdom of God. And such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye
aresanctified, but yearejustified inthe name of the Lord Jesus, and by the
Spirit of our God.

It will be noticed from verse 9 that fornicators, idolators and
adulterers are mentioned along with the effeminate and abusers of
themselves with mankind. The last two mentioned have reference to
sexual perversion. In fact, the “New Testament from 26 Trandlations”
callsit homosexual perversion.

REPROBATION

The second typeisfound in Rom. 1:21-28. These are people who had
great light and rejected it. In spite of their knowledge of God they refused
to glorify him as God or to be thankful. Closing their hearts and minds to
God and truth they turned and worshipped the creature instead of the
Creator.

According to verses 24 and 26 God gave them up to uncleanness and
vile affections. They dishonored their own bodies between themselves.
The women changed the natural use of their bodies (sexually) into that
which is against nature. The men left the natural use of the woman and
burned in their lust toward each other.

Verse 28 says, “And even as they did not like to retain God in their
knowledge, God gave them over to areprobate mind, to do those things
which are not convenient.”
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Let it benoticed that twice the scripture says*...God gave them up...”
and once the word says “...gave them over...” Verses 24 and 28.

There is absolutely no further that a sinner can go in his rebellion
against God. To hold the truth in unrighteousness and be so possessed by
depravity until you do not want to retain God inyour knowledgeistheend
of theline.

Inthelight of these scriptures, how can anyone claiming to believein
the Biblejustify sexual perversion? Thereisonly one answer. They have
violated their conscience so long that it no longer cries out against such
self degradation and shame.

Thisis man’s supreme affront against his redeemer. It is the point of
no return. How awful and tragic to think that man can reach such astate of
hopelessness and utter despair. Absolutely nothing can be worse than
eternal abandonment by God.

Thiswasthe state of Sodom and Gomorrah when God destroyed them
withfireand brimstone. Thiswasthe condition of theworldin Noah’ sday
when God destroyed man with the flood.

Thiswill also be the state of the world when it is destroyed by fire at
the second coming of Christ. Wereit not for the elect | do not believethis
world would last another twenty-four hours.

My conviction is that most of the nations of the world have been
enlightened and are already in a state of reprobation and strong delusion.
For several thousand years many nationswhich had light at onetime have
been blinded by Christ-rejecting religion that sealed them in their sins.

For example, many of the Islamic nations, including Iran and Egypt,
are descendants of Ishmael, the son of Abraham by Hagar the Egyptian
maid. Eventhe Jewsscattered all over theworldincluding thosewho have
gone back to Palestine still reject Christ astheir Lord and Saviour. Many
generations have lived and died who are descendants of those who had
knowledge of truth in ancient times.

God isnot going to resurrect those untold generations that have lived
and died and givethem another chance. Therebellion of their fathersfrom
the beginning has been ministered and handed down to each succeeding
generation. Acts 7:51-52.

Deut. 5:9 says, “...I the Lord thy God am ajealous God, visiting the
iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth
generation of them that hate me.”

Even as Israel, blinded by sin and religious tradition, was unable to
recognize their Messiah when he came the first time, the world today is
just as blind.

Religious tradition today is just as deceptive and misleading as the
religious tradition of the Jews preceding the first coming of Christ. Let's
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not forget that it will be asit wasin the days of Noah. Matt. 24:37. Jesus
said, “ Thereforebeyeal so ready for in such an hour asyethink not the Son
of man cometh.” Matt.24:44.

Inspiteof all the supposedly great teachersof prophecy that have been
spawned by religious Babylon, theworld today isjust asblind to spiritual
reality asthe Jews were at the first coming of Christ.

STRONG DELUSION

Paul the apostle speaks of thegreat falling away and the manifestation
of the man of sin before the coming of Christ. Il Thess. 2:1-12. Other
translations call thisday “the great rebellion”. Williams callsit “the great
revolt”. The New English Bible callsit “the final rebellion against God”.
Phillips callsit “a definite rejection of God”.

The onething that stands out with clarity from these other translations
isthat thisday isuniguein man’srebellion against God. It is evident that
this day of revolt is man’sfinal and greatest of all.

Beyond doubt, the greatest tribulation of all timewill comeasaresult
of thisfinal revolt against God. It will be seething rebellion, inward unrest
and misery that causes man to be striking out in all of these Anti-Christ
movements. Most of these movements are Anti-Christ because of the
spirit that motivates the people involved in them.

Matt. 24:21-22 says, “For then shall be great tribulation, such aswas
not sincethe beginning of theworldto thistime, no, nor ever shall be. And
except those days should be shortened, there should no flesh be saved; but
for the elect’ s sake those days shall be shortened.”

Itisbecause of man’ srebellion against God and hatred of thetruththat
God sends strong delusion that seals him in his sins and damns him for
eternity. Il Thess. 2:10-11.

| believe it is later than we think. Most of the world has had its
opportunity. America s day of repentance is about over. The moral filth
and corruption that we observetoday isbringing usever closer to that final
day of judgment.

MAN OF SIN

Theman of sinwhich sitsin the temple of God opposing and exalting
himself above al that is caled God, Il Thess. 2:3-4, is traditionally
thought to be a world figure who is the embodiment of Satan or
Anti-Christ.

This couldn’t be some temple rebuilt at Jerusalem because God does
not dwell in temples made with hands. Acts 17:48, Isaiah 66:1-2. The
temple that both God and Anti-Christ seek to occupy isman. | Cor. 3:16,
6:19-20, John 2:19-21.
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Although the world system may one day be headed up by some
sinister individual, the man of sinis aready being revealed. The man of
sin is the Adam man with his corrupt and depraved nature. As the
restraining influence of the Holy Spirit through the gospel and law and
order is removed from society more and more the man of sin will be
manifested.

THE LOOSING OF SATAN

This is the day of the unfettered loosing of Satan. Rev. 20:3. The
worldwide lawlessness, moral corruption and violenceisall the evidence
we need that Satan and his demonic forces are getting control of man.

Thisisalso the reason various and sundry movements, religious and
otherwise, aregrowing by leapsand bounds. Far out religious movements,
witchcraft, political crusaders and all kinds of hate mongering activists
are capturing the minds of millions.

Everybody isfighting for or against something —just anything to keep
people occupied and away from Christ and righteousness.

Even though some of the issues could be technically labeled right,
much demon influence isworking behind the scenes ministering division
and hate. Thisistheflood of Rev. 12:15 being spewed out of the serpent’s
mouth.

Until we can see that the binding and the loosing of Satan isrelative
rather than absolute we cannot understand what is actually taking place.
Satan can only be loosed as he is able to express or manifest himself
through man.

HOW?

The question of how men and women, boys and girls become
homosexualsor sexual perverts needsan answer. Someturnto perversion
because it is part of their ungodly environment. Even as thieves, harlots,
bootleggers, petty crooks and assorted criminals are often produced by
their environment and association, so is sexual perversion.

Disenchantment with the concept of marriage or a normal sexual
relationship between man and woman is the catalyst that turns some to
members of their own sex for fellowship and sexual fulfillment.

This can also happen when children are victims of abad or abnormal
home atmosphere. Lack of love, harmony and peace between a man and
his wife can have disastrous effects on the children.

One of the greatest factorstoday that isturning many to perversionis
the constant emphasi sand gl orification of sex and thehuman body. Living
in a sexual fantasy world this generation is not satisfied with sex in a
normal sense.
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Brainwashed by demons of lust, many turn to perversion seeking a
sexual thrill that doesn’t exist. Experimentation often leads these people
to possession by unclean spirits of perversion. When this happens their
thinking process no longer functions normally when it comes to sex.

Thelonger and more often they give themselvesto the spirit of sexual
perversion the greater their bondage. Persistencein thisdirection leadsto
reprobation. Thisissimply God removing his hands of mercy and turning
man over to the spirit he has given himself to.

The sexual revolution and the incessant availability of sex has
cheapened the relationship of man and woman and caused marriage and
sex to lose their meaning. The resulting psychological void causes many
to turn to members of their own sex for fulfillment.

Often the end result of this is bitterness toward and rejection of the
opposite sex. The next step is homosexuality or gratification of the sex
drive with members of their own sex by perversion.

Many confirmed homosexual s have absolutely no desirefor anormal
relationship with the opposite sex. Possessed by a demon of perversion
they literally detest the very thought of a normal sexual relationship.

Theroad to possession by demonic power isrebellion against God and
rejection of light. The type of spirit that possesses a person depends upon
various factors.

In my lifetime of almost sixty two years, | have observed many
families who turned away from a knowledge of the truth. The
overwhelming result has been disaster for their children. Dope addicts,
drunkards, prostitutes, criminals, sexual deviates, sickness, disease and
early graves have been the result.

Nothing will take the place of agood wholesome environment where
peoplereverence and honor God. Prov. 22:6 istill true. “Train up achild
intheway he should go; andwhen heisold, hewill not depart fromit.”

When you associ ate with a certain type of peoplelong enough you are
subject to become like them. You partake of their spirit. As surely as
children partake of any other type of spirit | believeit ispossiblefor them
to partake of a homosexual spirit at avery early age.

What is really wrong with much of the younger generation today is
that they have partaken of the spirit and the sins of their fathers. Sexual
perversionissimply oneaspect or manifestation of thegreat falling away.

This particular manifestation of the great universal rebellion is the
result of man’ sworship of human flesh or the creature instead of God, the
Creator. Theend result is God turning him over to areprobate mind. Rom.
1:18-28. In this condition with all sense of decency and moral restraint
removed he completely gives himself to gratification of his distorted
mental concept of sex.
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Thisisjust one aspect of the depravity of man through which Satan
can possess and control him. The confirmed homosexual enters a state of
strong delusion in the same sense that most of the world will before the
coming of Christ. Il Thess. 2:11-12.

BEING SEALED

Even as the righteous are sealed by the Holy Spirit unto the day of
redemption (Eph. 4:30), those that receive not the love of the truth and
continuetoreject it will be sealed by strong del usion before the coming of
Christ. Il Thess. 2:10-12.

This is a reprobate condition in which the rebellious, unbelieving
world is sealed in their sins by the spirit of Anti-Christ. It is simply God
removing his mercy and allowing demonic forces free access to men who
do not want to retain the knowledge of God in their minds. Rom. 1:28.

Even astruth, or theword of God, isused by theHoly Spirit to seal the
righteous unto the day of redemption, demon power usesthelieto seal the
wicked into perdition. Heb. 10:39. Thisis not difficult when we realize
how corrupt and deceitfully wicked the human heart is. Jer. 17:9.

Thelieisanything that takes the place of the gospel and the kingdom
of God inthe mindsof men. It could be one of these do-gooder causesthat
literally inflames people in the cause they espouse.

Regardless of how technically right any cause may be, if the spirit of
inspiration behind it causes men to become implacable, vindictive and
filled with hateitisevil. Itisoften evil in the guise of good. Itisaclever
conspiracy of Satan to sweep naive simple souls into a maelstrom of
Anti-Christ rebellion and activity.

Some few will intime escapethisdragnet of destruction becausethey
have at sometime in their life received a measure of truth. But most of
them will go on to strong delusion and eternal damnation.

In conclusion, may | exhort you to not takethismessagelightly. Don't
tossit asideasjust another religiousarticle. It could bethe meansof saving
you and perhaps your children from heartache and disaster.

Evenwhilel amwriting thisarticlewe havelearned of one of the most
tragic and heartless murders ever being committed in our area. Theyoung
woman with her nine year old daughter who were brutally murdered
attended our church several years ago. She and her daughter were
murdered without mercy and their bodies fiendishly mutilated beyond
description. It is reported that the murderer is a sexual deviate who is
suspected of committing the same crime in other places.

Thereisnolimit to thedepth of moral corruption and sadistic brutality
that a human being can plungeinto under the control of devils. God isour
only hope.
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Don't let the words of Jeremiah 8:20 happen to you. “The harvest is
past, the summer is ended, and we are not saved.”

May God’ sword through Isaiah 55:6-7 speak to your heart. “ Seek ye
the Lord while he may befound, call yeupon himwhileheisnear. Let the
wicked forsake hisway, and the unrighteous man histhoughts: and let him
return unto the Lord, and he will have mercy upon him: And to our God,
for he will abundantly pardon.”
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The Sure Foundation, by C. Parker Thomas
A collection of four articles published inthe early 1980’ s on the important
subject of the foundation believers havein Christ. Suggested Price - $3.00.
Delivered From Demons, by C. Parker Thomas
The story of ayoung girl’ s deliverance from demon possession and also a
collection of a number of other articles relating to Satan’s kingdom and
activity, specially asit relates to the end of this present age. Suggested Price -
$4.00.
Lying Signsand Wonders, by C. Parker Thomas
Twenty chapters covering many vital truths concerning the end of the age
needed by God' s people. Probesbeyond tradition to shed much needed light on
what believers should expect and on the devil’s efforts to deceive. Suggested
Price - $5.00.
TheKeysof the Kingdom, by C. Parker Thomas
A clear study of the keys as they apply to usin today’ s world. Suggested
Price - $2.00.
TheMidnight Cry, by C. Parker Thomas
Containstwo articlesthat set forth the truths concerning the midnight cry:
what isit?who hearsit?who makesit?what isitssignificancefor us. A must for
people who would understand this ministry. Suggested Price - $1.00
Conspiracy of Lucifer, by C. Parker Thomas
From the series of five articles: Do you recognize the ways in which
Lucifer isactively working to take compl ete control of the minds of men? This
book will open your eyes and make you think. Suggested Price - $3.00
Tongues. My Testimony, by C. Parker Thomas
Contains an illuminating testimony by Bro. Thomas concerning the
controversia subject of speaking in tongues, with many helpful insights. Also
contains a second article by abrother who shares his experiences of testing the
source of tongues gifts. Startling! Suggested Price - $2.00
Note: The prices listed above are suggested with the thought in mind of
simply covering the costs of printing and mailing these materials. It isnot our
intention to become a “ book-seller,” selling books for profit. Our desireisto
get out truth that can help set God's people free in this critical hour. Please
write to us at:
Midnight Cry Ministries
P.O. Box 685
Southern Pines, NC 28388
Visit us on the World-Wide Web
http://wwww.midcry.org
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